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m OSAR KlSTSIt B. 

1 HAVs the greatest pleasure in present- 
ing you, by the permission of your dear 
mamma, this little book, because I know 
you are fond of reading the Travels of Al¬ 
fred Campbell, and may therefore be pleas¬ 
ed with those of Henry Delamere. 

1 have lately beard from, my friend,, your 
tutor, that you are improving daily in every 
branch of your education, at which I rejoice 
exceedingly ; not on*ly because.I love you, 
»nd wish you to grow up' a learned and 
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good maV), but because 1 cohsider it partic¬ 
ularly your duty to use extraordinary ex¬ 
ertion,, that you may prove yourself worthy 
of being the son of a Father whose splendid 
'genius, extensive knowledge, and superior 
virtues, call upon his sons to follow his steps 
jp far as they are able. 

^ With sincere 3esire and heart-felt hope 
that your future years may realize the pro¬ 
mise of your childhood, I remain, my sweet 
little friend. 

Your affectionate „ 
and faithful servant, 

B. Hofland. 


33 ,’ Netcman-strcet, 
Nov. 1 , 1827 . 



•TO THE READER. 


The great approbation with which -the 
Travels of Alfred Campbell, to Egypt and 
the Holy Land have been received, indu¬ 
ced Mrs Holland to compile the present 
work. She trusts it will be found >o con¬ 
tain much valuable information, conveyed 
through a medium naturally interesting to 
young and affectionate hearts. 

Her sources of intelligence have been 
those of the highest authority, but she is 
more parucularly indebted to the elegant 
and prous Author of “ Sketches of India,” 
in the beginning of'her work, and to the 

liccurate and elaborate descriptions of 
1 * 



Elora, by Captain Seely, for the latter part. 
Her account of the Burmese War is taken 
from the admirable details of Captain 
Snodgrass ; her incidents of the Tiger and 
Cobra-de-Capello were given in conversa¬ 
tion by Captain Bell ; and to the kind dis¬ 
position of Colonel Johnson, she is indebt¬ 
ed for much valuable information. 
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CHAPTER I. 

* Introduction to the Cadot’s family. Arriral of the impor* 
tant letter. 'Feelings of a kind and virtuous family. He> 
ligious resignation df the mother. Sensible exhortation of the 
father. Enquiri^ of thdJchildren.on the subject. 

“ You bavd indeed a numerous and loveJy 
family,” said Mr Wingrore to Mr Delamere, 
as his lady and her eight children vrere quil¬ 
ting the dining room ; “ but you must fre¬ 
quently feel great anxiety on the subject of 
providing for so many, in such a manner as 
their birth and education entitle them to ex¬ 
pect.” 

“ I am not without anxiety,” my friend, 
“ returned Mr Delaiyerc, “ but there is at 
present no painful s'oljtitude in my mind on 
that account, for I have always observed that 
those young persons who belong to a numer- 
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OUS ficmily do best in the world, from being 
^TOOipelled early in life to think for themselves, 
und act witli energy and industry. I have 
jbirobgbt up my eldest boy in such a manner 
ihat I trust he will be a father to the girls if 
they should have the nnsfortune to, lose me. 
He has been constantly told that although he 
wMI be possessor of my estate, he must take 
my duties along with it, .^j^^t^aithuugh he 
will be richer ^an his tvill. yet 

have more claimants on u^aSjflKe and gen¬ 
erosity. The younger hav^e all been taught 
from the cradle, that in some, way or other 
they must be self-dependent that on their* 
own exertions alone they must rely to main¬ 
tain their rank in society, fince.their father 
. can givef them little besides the education ne¬ 
cessary for their future advancement.” 

“ I could gather as much from the conver¬ 
sation 1 held just now with the two little boys ; ‘ 
for John told me he was designed for a law- 
, yer, and he gave me proof of considerable 
classic attainment, whilst little William dis- 
'played great emulation in learning also, giv¬ 
ing me a hint that he read chemistry, from 
which 1 conclude that he is designed for a 
physician : they are h«>wever too young for 
any thing to be decidft l iipon. But what do 
you mean to do with .xenry ? he is fifteen, 
and such a fine, well-gri wn boy, that he will 
soon be- of an ago to fix upon his future plans 
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“It h rcspectin 5 him that I am most so¬ 
licitous ; Ijo is a clover, sprightly fellow, with 
such a spirit of enterprise about him, and such 
an insatiate curiosity for exploring distant re¬ 
gions, that he seems born to be a traveller and 
a soldier, but as a .etired country gentleman, 
and in the present h^py state of peace, there 
appears little chance of my providing for him 
in that way to which his inclinations point.” 

“ But you have a friend, iny dear Dela- 
mere, who lives in the busy world, and is not 
without the power of assisting your views. I 
like the boy exceedingly; ho is a fine, open- • 
hearted, generous youth ; has been, I well 
know, brought up in sound principles of reli¬ 
gion and morality, and is full of that warm af¬ 
fection for his family which is likdy to pre¬ 
serve him in those principles which he imbib¬ 
ed from the lips of his parents in the dear' 
home of his eaily life; yes ! yes! I will not' 
forget Harry.” 

Mr Delamero did not mention this conver- 
tion to his son Henry, let it should lead him 
to form hopes of a wild and desultory nature ; 
but when their kind visiter, Mr Wingrove, 
had returned to London, ho took more than 
common pains to impress on the mind of the 
boy, a necessity nip attending to his studies, 
of gaining espofiai'" a knowledge of geogra¬ 
phy beyond what*'ie possessed, improvement 
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in modern languages, and the practice of 
mathematics so far ns he was able. 

One crening the following Autumn, the 
family were all thrown into astonishment, and 
indeed temporary confusion, by the arrival of 
a letter from Mr Wingrove to Mr Delamc re, 
preseitting him with cadetship for Henry, 

, who was required to prepare himself as soon 
■ as possible for his appointment, as his friend 
proposed that he should sail soon after Christ¬ 
mas in the Unicorn East Indiaman, bound for 
Calcutta. 

. The idea of Henry going to leave.them, 
’ and especially to go such a long long way, 
and to sail upon the wido ocean, atvakened 
the utmost consternation in the minds of tRe 
younger children ; and even John, the eldest, 
felt for a time overpoword by it, especially 
when he observed his mother look extremely 
pale, and saw that,' as she bent over the little 
oabe which lay upon her lap, tears which she 
endeavoured to conceal were dropping upon 
its head. His heart laboured with manly and 
generous thoughts, and pressing closely up to 
his father, he said, 

“ Dear father ! do not let Henry go and 
leave us 5 at least not for, the sake of money 
or any thing of that ki jU') You have often 
said, you hop(,‘(l J shouhnwo niy duty by my 
family ; let me give the Ihtf! proof of fulfllling 
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your wishes by sharing the privileges of my 
birthriglit with dear Harry.” 

“ But don’t let me refuse this cadet-ship. 
Oil! no, pray let me go to the East Indies !” 
tried Henry. “ I thank you, dear John, a 
thousand times, for all the, good you intend 
me, and 1 hope I shall live to be as good a 
brother to the little ones as you are ; but I 
must travel, I must fight, 1 must get to be a 
man in the world, or it will break my heart.” 

“ But it will break my mother’s heart to 
sec yon go,” said Jolm. 

lletiry tlirew himself on his knees by the 
side of his beloved mother, and as he bound 
his arras round her and the innocent babe on 
her lap, looked inquiringly and almost trem¬ 
blingly into her face, as if to beseech ’her con¬ 
sent to his departure. 

“ l\Iy dear child,” said Mrs Delamcre, 
suppressing her emotion as well as she was 
able, “ I not only fully consent to your ac¬ 
ceptance of this gift, but am truly grateful to 
the good friend who has procured it, and hope 
that you will hereafter so conduct yourself as 
to merit his kindness. I am now the mother 
of nine cliildrcn, and cannot expect that they 
should all remain around me. It is the will 
of God that cadh. should seek to establish 
Ijimself, for it is ta b condition of our nature, 
and I can resign y u to his providence, Hen- 
3 * 
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*y, because I well know his eye is upon you 
^jhwry where, and since not a sparrow falleth 
WJ the ground without his permission, surely 
i y child will be under the highest, the only 
4 ure protection, whether [Resent or absent.” 

' “ Thank you, dear, dear mother ! — go 

where 1 may, I shall never, never forget—” 

, Poor Henry could say no more, for his 
heart was too full, aiid whatever might have 
been his wishes a minute hc.'orc, be clung to 
his dear parents and s -.ters with an intensity of 
ttfiection that scorned as if he found it iaipos- 
sible to leave them. IMi Dt '.luieie was i.uu h 
a&cted, and foil tliat it would he iiidri d a 


'jgreat trial to pait vith a child of so aim ihic 
and loving a naluie — one, too. wl*osi gaiety 
dispoftjition and sweetness of tenipei had 

e teade him the life of the house and tlie dar¬ 
ing of every creature around him ! he suug- 
nevertheless, with his feelings, and ad- 
ed himself to his two eldest sons with 
iar earnestness and tenderness. 

< “ Dear John, I hope Henry will never for¬ 

get the proof of affection you wished to give 
nim, nor the information I now give you both ; 
that it is not in his power as an honest man to 
aKenate his future possessions, even for the 
ttost generous purposes.X *tle is the repre¬ 
sentative of an ancient Wouse, and will one 
day be its head, and it isris duty to hold his 
property unshackled and u<.ietnbarratsed, so 
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that all the branches of his family who need 
it may find a home and protector in his house, 
without injury to his own progeny should ho 
have one. He must be the master of many 
dhrvants, the guardijEin to many dependents, 
the landlord to many tenants, the example to 
other gentlemen similarly situated, and also to 
many descendants, t!ie children of those chil¬ 
dren around us. With so many duties to 
pcrf'irin, you will all sec the necessity of not 
pressing njioii him bejoud his powers ; of 
conceding to'hiiu all those natural rights which 
he holds from the laws of hi-, country, and for 
the geiii'i.d benefit of the whole, more es¬ 
pecially ^our sisters: and I hope all my 
younner hoys will, in a djifcrcnt but equally 
elTective manner, feel proud of going'out, like 
Heniy, into the world and attaining indepen¬ 
dence by honourable exertion.” 

The countenance of each boy brightened 
up as they seterally declared, “that they 
were detei mined they would try and be men 
as soon as they could,” whilst Henry, whose 
dreams of the future were always the most* 
sanguine, took the hand of bis favourite sister, 
and promised “ that he would give her a for¬ 
tune at all events.”,' 

“ But, dear He^T%” said the poor girl, as 
she clung fondly on'/'is arm,-“ what is it to be 
a C-adut.-* What ‘are you to do ? Where 
are you to go ?” " 
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“These are indeed very important ques¬ 
tions, Selina,” replied the youth, “ and such 
as I must myself ask of my father ; for al¬ 
though 1 am sure Mr Wingrove has done me 
a great service, I am certainly as' ignorant <5f 
the nature of tlie obligations it imposes as you 
can be.” 

“ I will tell you all which I know of the 
matter to-morrow,” said Mr Delamere, “ for 
it is now time that we had family prayer, 
which will compose our s[)irits, aud remind us 
how much ii is our duly to beg a blessing on 
the new path which is opened for one of our 
circle so young and inexperienced as our 
dear Henry.” 


CIIAPTER II. 

The Kast India Company. Their poasessuins, powers, anti 
conquests. History of HiiiJostan. Irruptions of Turk.s. 
Tamerioiie's ferocity. Hydcr Ali. ’l'i]>jiO Saib. Extension 
of British power in Asia. 

The following morning, it will be readily 
believed that Mr Delamere’s chair was envi¬ 
roned by several blooming children, who, al¬ 
though silent from modcstv and respect, look¬ 
ed up to him with eyCs ^hat said, “ Pray, 
father, what is a Cadet ? 

“ A Cadet is a youth lent out by the East 
India Company at their avn expense (as to 
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his voyage) to join their array; where, when 
an opportunity occurs, they will present him 
with a commission.’* 

“ But what js the East India Company 
said John. 

^ “ It is a bpdy of the greatest merchants in 
the world, John, who hold by^ a charter from 
our government immense possessions in Asia, 
levy armies, support a governor in the style of 
an emperor; and pay a prodigiobs revenue to 
the pother country.” • 

‘VBut how did they got this country at 
first f” 

“ In order to answer that question proper¬ 
ly, my dear, it is desirable that 1 should give 
you a few qf the leading historical facts re¬ 
specting the country now becoriiiug 3a inter¬ 
esting to us ail, and of so much importance to 
Henry. Fetch your map of Asia and lay it 
on the table, as it will be useful and pleasant 
to see the relative situation of those countries 
1 may have occasion to name, and I will then 
tell you, as biicily as 1 ran, that which you 
desire to know.” 

A gentle murmur of thanks, a close encir¬ 
cling of tlie kind fathei’s scat, succeeded ; 
Mr Dclamero then spread tlic map-before 
them, and duis reuinied his discouise to his 
liveh, but atlenlive <' ildrcii. 

■ Asia,’which is the largest, as well as 
most illustrious qin. tor of the globe, (ag'being 
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that In which man wbs first created, and where 
the glorioub scene of bis redemption took 
place,) is, you will perceive, divided into but 
a /(10 immense empires, if ye consider the 
^riches, population, and power of each. The 
consequence of this extent of territory is, that 
the reigning sqvereign and his Court know lit¬ 
tle of tile countries they govern, which are, in 
fact, ruled by deputies, under the names of 
Soubahs, Nabobs, and Rajahs, Who oppress 
the subjects, rule thorn with despotic power, 
and when they have increased their a-own 
wealth and impoitaqco sufficiently for the pur¬ 
pose, rebel against their head, or make war 
upon each other. 

“ I’hese remarks apply more particularly to 
the empire of the Moguls, or Uindostan, 
whch you sec by the map is bounded on the 
north by the mountains of Tartary and Thi¬ 
bet, on the cast by Assam and Arcan, on the 
south by the sea, and on the west by the rit ct 
hadus. It is a laud rich in all the productions 
necessary for man, and was originally inhabit¬ 
ed by a mild and ingenious race of men, who, 
with little energy as to the more important 
oyects of life, were yet capable of pursuing 
elegant and useful arts.” 

“ Those were the Gentoos, I believe 
said Selina. 

"* They were, my dear ; — these continue 
fe' the principal inhabitants in point of nuni- 
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ber, but they have been conquered and over¬ 
run by the Mahoinedans, who are called the 
Moors of Ilindostan, and w'hoso language it 
will be necessary for Henry to acquire as sooif 
as he» is able. Several of you will recollefet 
that Alexander tlie Grbat penetrated India as 
far as the Ganges, -(and 1 dare say even V\ il- 
liam qould tell me whnl the gigantic king 
Porus said tO the great Grecian conqueror,) 
but he could not be said to std>due this noble 
country.; ^tind we know but little of its intei«- 
nal situation till the year 1000 of the Chris¬ 
tian era, when a terrible irruptioittof Mussul- 
men drove the sovereign from the capital, and 
established the religion of the Koran by tbe 
point of the st^ord.” 

“ That is the only way Jp do it,” objcrved 
John in a low voice. His papa continued : 

•“In 1398, Tamnierlane, a Tartar prince, 
poured over the plains of Hindostan a .flood 
of ruin. His furious hordes, dii ('cted by abil¬ 
ities that would have merited his appellation 
of * the greatj* had they been properly di¬ 
rected, in their ferooions conquests exceeded 
ail that imagination can conceive of destructive 
cruelty, and went far beyond their former in¬ 
vaders. Tamerlane was called from his la¬ 
bour of blood on the plains of Delhi, where 
he had secured immense treasures, to con¬ 
quer *Bajazet, Emperor of the Turks, whom 
he took .prisoner, and. is said to have coniined 
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in po iron cage. He died in the midst of his 
glory in Egypt, which he bad subdued also, 
apd left the Mogul Empire to his successors, 
'.t^o managed it in manner I have mentioned, 
each despot giving power to other des^ts, 
generally mor^ tyrannid than himself. From 
these arose, in 1007, the famous Aurengzebe, 
who was a gicat and politic prince, capable 
of consolidating and extending bis mighty 
empire, and whose conduct after he toob posr 
seasion of tbo throne merited more ptaise than 
,we can give to any of the progeny of Tamer¬ 
lane. At Mb death four of his graodsons dis¬ 
puted the throne, and tbo empire, weakened 
by these contentions, invited the incursions of 
the Mahrattas; aqd it was np wonder that 
Nizam,“a successful general against these In¬ 
vaders, became in fact the (governor of the 
country, whose weak and quarrelsome princis 
alForded no rallying head for the people. A 
great conntrt, my dear chjldre|i, like a private 
family, should be at union with itself, if it 
would escape the evils of a foreign tyranny, 

" Nizam, it is said, invited Kouii Khan, the 
Persian monarch to Invade Hindostan, and 
we are assured this conqueror destroyed two 
hundred thousand Gentoos, and took no less, 
a treasure tiian the value of two hundred and 
^rtv one .tliousand inillluns of our money, 

I he fixed the heir iu the throne of his 
tors at Qelhi. This cmpiie ha> since 
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then fallen into that decay inevitable to its 
impovoiished state, and was again plundered 
in 1750. The city of Delhi was taken in 
1803 by the British under (General Lake, and 
copdnues a ^art of tl\p possession of the East 
India Company.” 

“ But, dear pajia !” .said little William, 
“ you have not yet told us who that Company 
is, and tybat made them go to Asia among 
these strange people.” 

“ The whole of the country 1 have spoken 
«», my dear child, was formerly known to us 
Europeans only through the traffick we had 
with them by means of the IMedilcrranean^ 
the Red Sea, and caravans which crossed the 
Arabian Deserts with merchandize,, which 
they disposed of at Grand Cairo, Aleppo, 
Alexandria, and other Egyptian marts ; but, 
in 1497, Vasco do Gama,, an enterprizing 
Portuguese, having succeeded "n sailing round 
the Capo of Go^ Hope and reaching Cali¬ 
cut, (at that, time an extensive sovereignty,) 
a new world was opened for the enterprizing, 
spirit w liich was then set afloat by the discov¬ 
ery of America and every important power 
endeavoured to avail themselves of it. 

“ Poitugal first obtained leave to plant ft 
colony, for the purpose of mutual benefit to 
thestwo nations conceined, on'this coast; and 
Gama himself died viceroy of the Indiap setr 
• 3 
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tlements, which Vere ihe result of liis discov¬ 
ery. France followed, hut did not effect 
•much, for the litibits and jicnius of this preat 
nation arc not commercial. The govern- 
• merit of llolhind, on the contrary, formed*' an 
East India Companj', which have realized 
great wealth tmd [lower. F.ngland, you may 
be certain, was not idle when others were 
busy, but for a long time circumstances were 
against her. Queen Elizabeth, in the latter 
part of whose reign the proposal for forming 
such a company originated,- was grown too 
parsimonioii.s to afford - necessary aid ; and 
though carried into effect in the reign of James 
the First, yet it did not gel sufficient parlia¬ 
mentary assistance till the beginning of the la.st 
century,* since which time other beneficial acts 
have also passed, and the immense increase 
of territory and wealth which has during that 
period accrued to this great body, and through 
them to this country, is no,w bet'ond belief.” 

“ But, dear papa !” cried little Frederick, 
“ if they went there to trade with the natives, 
''ought the Company to figlit with them, and 
take their cities and fields, as if they were 
enetnics f’ 

. “ My dear child, wherever there-is r con¬ 
flicting interest, it mnst nerds ho that offences 
will come. As J htivc alreadv shown yoii, 
this country has been always sul.ject to wars 
among* its subordinate princes, and such of 
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those as made it the interest of oiir Company 
to assist them ^witli iiioncj, men, or arms, 
cpuld not fail to find them frieiids, whereby 
the opposite party were of course made en¬ 
emies to ilic new comers. • 

“ The native soltTiers are valiant, but so 
compIetefy*undiscipIincd, that the value of 
our military tacticks were soon ap|)rcciated, 
and we were of course epurtod by many na¬ 
tive princes, though hated by others, and no 
doubt can arise but that these princes in their 
aggressions merited the chustiscincnt they re¬ 
ceived. That manyAvrongs liavo been com¬ 
mitted, that our peojile have exercised a 
iiaugliiy spirit towards tliosc on whom they 
have intruded, 1 cannot doubtbut I also do 
firmly believe that the Geiitoos, uiuler our 
dominion, are better protected, and more 
kindly treated, than by any of their native 
princes. The sense of justice, the rights 
which spring from good Jaws and good gov¬ 
ernment, are so entirely unknown in that un¬ 
happy country, save by,the JJritish population, 
that one can scarcely coiisidor any circum-* 
stance which introduces a new order of things, 
in any other light than a blessing.” 

“ 1 suppose we ahyays beat them, if we 
fight at all 

“ Not always, for they are muoh improved 
by being so frequently engaged with usj bo- 
sideg, the French, when at war witfi us in 
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Europe, have adbrdcd our enemies in llie 
East instruction. Cireat numbeis will some¬ 
times carry the day against even the finest 
troops and the liighest courage. You recol¬ 
lect, that liotnbay, Madras, and Calcutta^ arc 
the three places where w*o were.originally per¬ 
mitted to station ourselves. Thewlatter place 
is the capital of JJcngal, and,in 1766, Nabob 
Sarajah Dorola, governor of that province, 
overpowered our garrison, and threw Colonel 
Holwell and his companions into a place nam¬ 
ed the Black-hole, where an hundred and 
twenty-three died of sitlTocation, only twenty- 
three surviving the suflerings of that horrible 
night. An account of this unparalleled act 
of barbarity was written by Mr. Qolwell, who 
Survived and became afterwards governor.” 

“ With Hyder Ali, and Tippoo Saib his son, 
the Company were compelled to contend 
many years, but the death of the latter, when 
his capital of Scringapatnm was taken, con¬ 
cluded that war greatly in favour,of the Brit¬ 
ish. They were sovereigns of Mysore, which 
you will find to be a country lying between the 
Carnatic and Cape ,Cormorin. Immense 
treasures were found in the capital, and the 
whole country after its fall was added to the 
British dominions. 

“ Our latest w.ars, and those which Henry 
will be probably called to share, lie on Qie 
other side of the Bay of Bengal, bcing^ witlt 
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tlie Emperor of Binnali, formerly called Ava. 
This sovereign, having gready extended his 
dominions, pai licidarly by encroachments on 
tile Siamese, liis soiitliern iieighhonrs, has ven¬ 
tured to attack ns also, nolvvitlistaiuling our 
extent of territory, tfnd the nnnibor of well- 
trained native infantry in our pay, hut there is 
liftle doubt hut ere Jong he will repent liis te¬ 
merity. Farther than the repression of inju¬ 
ry and insult, we cannot desire the J}ritish 
power to push its comjucsts, since they are 
now in possession of an immense country, 
wliich, to reign over with prudence anil man¬ 
age with kindness, will siiiliciently employ 
them.” 

. “ But sujtely, papa, ficnry will not opfiress 
and plunder the people, that he infiy bring 
borne diamonds and silver muslins said 
Sefina. 

“ God forbid ! my dear child,” said the 
father ; “ indeed there is now little danger 
that he will have such sins in his power. 
When our government tyas in its infancy, the 
inhabitants, following the custom of their ownT 
country, (where extortion of every kind is in 
daily use,) generally presented many costly 
presents to our law-officers, and any other 
persons who were likely to forward their en¬ 
deavours to obtain justice, or to evade it. 
This vile custom is now ho longer acted ujton, 
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and of course the poor man feels the same 
power of gainiii" his righls as the rich. The 
monarchs-who had amassed great treasures, 
have for the most pan expended them in ruin¬ 
ous wars, and our soldiers must tJ)ei"cfore' be 
content with regular pay, and the reward 
liberally accorded by the Ciompany to their 
servants. India will he no longer the nurse 
of luxury, the reward of enterprize, the temp¬ 
tation to extortion and tyranny, which it l^s 
been in days past. A new and better order 
of things has sprung np, and will increase, 
arising iVom equitable laws duly administered, 
regular trade projterly pursued and propor¬ 
tioned ; and above all, from that sense of.hu¬ 
manity and sell-subjugation, commanded by 
our religion, which is now taught with most 
happy effect to the higher classes' of societj)*!^ 
throughout British India.” ~ 


CHAPTER III. 

** Character of Henry. Anxiety of his parents. Preparations 
, for his removal. Presents of the little ones. Summons to the 
' tdiip. Somwful ])artin^ with his family. With his father. 
They sail. Sea*sickiiess and recovery. Arrive at Madeira. 
-Beautiful view of Fuuclial. Proceed to St. llclona. Cere- 
jnony of cro.ssing the lino. Arrive in Chapel Valley Bay, 

\ '■ Ma Delamere had little farther opportu¬ 
nity foi^ informing his young family on these 
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points at present, for he deemed it necessary 
to give all his time to iho improvement of 
that* child who was so soon to be removed 
from him, whose education it was therefore 
necess.iry to complete so far as time allowed^ 
and.whose principle!? it was his duty to ren-’ 
der as stable as his early youth and pliant 
tnind permitted. Henry was a courageous, 
high-spirited, and honourable boy, of a gen¬ 
erous and cheerful temper, a compassionate, 
a^ctionate heart. lie had hcen fioin his 


cradle brought up in the perrorinance of re¬ 
ligious .diuties, carefully instnieied in scrip¬ 
ture truths and the rites of the Established 
Church, of which his parents were worthy 
members, and so dearly did he love those 
parents,, that ,at this time the simple fear of 
ArieVing' or offending them would jtreserve 
him in the path virtue : but yet ! he was 
the source of mroh anxiet)'-, for he was ex¬ 
tremely young, full of those buoyant spirits 
and tliose agreeable qualities which expose 
gay hearts • and' pliant natures to temptation. 
Many a time would tears start into llie eyes^ 


of his mother, when she beheld him eagerly 
preparing for his departure, or heard him 
descant on the pleasures in store for him }. 
and often would a sigh rise to the father’s-, 
lijjs, when he reflected on the distance that 
would part bis lively boy from the counsels 
t^hicih were wont to guide him. • 
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The younger cl)l!(lrcn gazed in astonish¬ 
ment at llie niimoroiis articles providejl for 
his wardrobe, and liis ainiisoinent, dur(pg the 
long voyage liclbie liiin, and every one p^“ 
Sliced something from his own little srore, 
which niiglit add to the*i)leasure of the trav¬ 
eller. One sister knitted a purse, another 
made a portfolio ; one little girl brought her 
doll as her best treasure, a/id her youngest 
brother his kite, and as it woidd have gric^d 
them to refuse their gifts, Henry took them 
to his mother, and in a voice full of extreme 
emotion, entreated her to put them carefully 
by, adding, “ If ever I return,! will claim 
these presents of the children that gave them. 
Yes ! mother, these dear, , creatures and my 
sister St'.lina must he *rny care, if,.it please 
God to prosper me. My eldest brother liitis# 
allow me tlic pleasure of faring his duties 
and being a kind of father to them. 1 shall 
not always be thought!es%. little Harry, you 
know.” 

At length the summons came, Henry must 

i ’oin his ship, itow lying, off Deal, and it was 
lappy for all parties that, not an hour could 
be lost. Mr Delaniere accompanied his son, 

; but of all the rest of the famil}’’, leave must he 
taken. Servant after servant claimed atten¬ 
tion, for they all loved Harry, whose faqlts 
and l%gueries, whatever they might have been 
fljdli hScdless boy, were all forgottos;-at ih^ 
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moment, and praises were mingled with la¬ 
mentations on every side, yet their kindness, 
thoug^ it really* afi’ected him, was not like 
that m the clinging, weeping sister ; the 
qiJJei, silent, wringing j)rcssnre of his brother - 
John’s haijd, and.wh^rt was oven that to the 
low smothered tone with which his mother* 
blessed him ?—her fond kiss, her tearful 
smilor h^t tp. flight all his mustered resolution, 
and his father was obliged to lead the sob¬ 
bing boy to the carriage in a state of distress 
that fpr a short time was completely over- 
poweringij 

Many hours had passed, the passion of 
grjef had exhausted itself, and a few hours of 
unbroken sleep bad J|[|cruited the faculties of 
our traveller, wben^?^reached the iea-port 
<t^om which he was to sail to another far dis- ’ 
•tant country and realize all the wishes of his- 
inquiring mind, ^t is howevey certain, that 
the idea of parting with his fondly beloved, 
his deeply-venerated father, again affected 
him so severely, that he would gladly have 
resigned at this moment all bis iong-cheriihed‘ 
wishes, if a sense of duty had not come to bis 
assistance. He.had the good sense tofknowi 
that having gone so far, hg was bound to go 
farther ; and rousing all that was manly and 
' firm in his nature, he determined neither to 
disgrace himself by retracting any of his form¬ 
er professions,' nor wound the heart of his fatb- 
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er, by sinking under the pnin of parting, as 
he.had done in the first hisyince. 

This praisi;\vortl)y magnanimity iOj^enry 
became its own reward, lie found his SM*"" 
its rise wlien he went on board the shij)* the 
sea-breeze seemed as iiTspirjng'as tjje cricket- 
ground at Jiomc iiad ever beeii, and he was 
again conscious of his usual wishes for that 
destination lie was called to fulfill > and when 
bo found himself strained for the last time to 
his father’s bosom, he was enable^ to say^ 
“ Pray tell my mother that I am vefy happy,- 
dear father.” , 

The father whispered one .word of appro¬ 
bation, and closed a sepne he bore with dif- • 
ficulty by descendin&jte' the boat. There 
were other fathers, oflwP'partings, and other 
suflerers, but for a short time Henry forgot 
all the world save his owird.ear parent; and, 
when the last.glance of his figure was com¬ 
pletely gone, sought only to hide himself 
and his feelings from every eye ; yet he had 
QiS^ sense of consolation in having quitted his.^ 
fathtir with fortitude. 

The wind was lavourable, the ship was un¬ 
der wSigh next morning, and soon began to 
clear the ChanueJ, but poor Henry then be¬ 
gan to experience that trouble to which new 
voyagers are generally subject, and long be¬ 
fore he lost siglu of his native shores, sufiered 
all tbd*depressing sensations of sea^cKnes^. 
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He Jiad never known more ilian a day’s ill¬ 
ness within liis memory, and ilial liad been 
soothe^ by the tcnderuoss of bis mother, or 
aratised by tlic playfidncss of his com|)anions ; 
and 'now, when he fell so much worse, to 
meet no attention, save that of a joke from 
his messmates, or assistance, except from a 
menial, at first struck him as hard to bear. 
He found that there were others h ho sull'cred 
equally, reflected that he had entered on a 
course which, whether of hardship or ease, 
was certainly of his own clioosing, and re¬ 
membered dial its evils had been pointed out 
to him, and he bad promised to meet them 
firmly ; he therefore set liimself to endure, 
and bore his •first trial with as iniieh heroism 
or more, than any othel'' passenger. • 

• In the course of a fortnight, health and ap¬ 
petite returned, and the captain congratulated 
Henry oil what he termed liis resurrection. ' 
He now became capable of attending to what 
was around him, and was never weary of ad¬ 
miring the noble vessel in which he sailid. 
The beauty, cleanliness, convenience, and ' 
even elegance,"of his floating home ; the ex¬ 
cellent table, the pleasant comitany, the com¬ 
manding yet protecting air of tlie captain, the " 
friendly manners of the ladies, all struck him 
as being charming and delightful, and he be¬ 
gan to wonder that any person could consider 
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a long voyage disagreeable, unless, like him¬ 
self, they had siiflbrcd from sea-sickness. 

This agreeable cliangc had taken place 
about ten days, tvli?n he was one morning 
called on deck to hail that sight of land vi^tich 
even the oldest seaman‘greets with joy. He 
beheld Madeira rise from the bosom of the 
blue dcci), like a rich gem embossed with 
emeralds. Every moment it becarpe more 
and more apparent, the lofty mountains cov¬ 
ered with lorcst wood, the grounfjs below 
covered with vinos, and then the town of 
Funchal itself, the houses rising tier above 
tier, inicrminglcd with churches and monas¬ 
teries, met liis view, and ho felt as if this 
alone repaid him for all the sufferings of his 
voyage.' 

Tlii.s scn.sation greatly' increased on enter¬ 
ing the island, whicli presented on all sides 
something so totally' different to every thing 
he liad left in his own country, as to offer at 
once tlie gratification and the stimulus to cu- 
ridilty'. The city was populous and band- 
'some, yet there was not a single carriage, ex¬ 
cept clumsy cars drawn hy' oxen. The very 
cornucopia of Nature appeared to be emptied 
here in the quality and quantity of fruit ; but 
even from this sight, grateful as it is in such 
a climate, he was withdrawn to gaze oi> a 
procession of monks, and a body of inhabi-' 
tants, Vhosc dark cotnplexions, indolent ges- 
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turcs, and unknown language, gax'O him that 
sense of being for the first time in a foreign 
land, which all who have experienced it will 
rcrneiiiher. 

Ituso happened, that the ship in which 
Ileiiry sailed was lacen with stores for St. 
ilelona, and the enjilain therefore lost as lit¬ 
tle time as possible in taking in what was ne¬ 
cessary at the iMadeiras, and he desired the 
passengers to rclnrii to the ship as soon as 
possible. Henry meed bis wishes to ex.ani- 
ine the island, and especially to climb the 
niDinitain of Kica IJitiva. 

“ The thing is imi>os.siblc,” returned the 
captain, “ anil were it not so, jou would sec 
nothing but live sea, and you will have eiiongh 
of that, 1 ])roiiiisc t’on. All the world knows, 
that Madeira was discovered by the I'ortii- 
giiese, who found it covered willi wood, 
which they set on fire to clear it. They es- 
eaped with difitctdty, the fire burnt for seven 
years, and so fertilized the soil, that they af¬ 
terwards raised an uncijiialled abundance of 
sugar and wine, the last of which continues 
excellent to tJiis day. 'J’lic inhalnlanls are 
mostly poor, or proud ; but it is a jewel of 
an island, and the prettiest thing in tlie Por¬ 
tuguese diadem, if they knew bow to polish 
it ; but don’t stay to talk about it now.” 

Henry returned reluctantly, and Iripked 

.4 
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l)a<'.k with cyi-y that liii^ori'd on llin 
novoitii"-' iii'oniul liini ; n now ctoniiit;, 

amt tin : .iw a iti'on)) ol lliti l.'.vvnr inl';,|>ija!)lt;, 
who ■ai(j(i 111 I'll \ nu.'-tIn.'.'M I'j, !!'.i:i' 'ns 
lliuh’i llir .'.tni'l '.v- ol the inantihii I’/.iMiiiii-.j- 
tron-', to iiio h'liiini 'll !'?•■ "-.i i. ainj 

acliliMl to ihu l.f.,:.!; oi till- !•' ■ !■-' .. 'i'.i; 
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oVlmloira I'lo.-.iTt cil ilinir linatlii, in i!f,-jiiit' ol’ 
the incioa^im; hfat which they now 
cnccil. Jw'ciy nay wonhl tlic lieart ol llnniy 
anxioiisly revett to his (ioai- honn.', the mcii- 
jtalions ;in:l the ini|)i'ovenieiit ol its inhahi- 
tants. and hiiihdays, ho!id:i_\s. ttiid visiting 
seasons, eoniinned to ;;v. aXeu in Inin the ino.sl 
lively inieiest ; he had no doubt lintl they all 
lliomrhl of him with a.s nineii Itniderness as 
he reinembei't d tiit'in. tnid lie icjoii i d in the 
belief that iieitinu’ ehniate. coiinti v, nor'eii- 
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I’tim-timers, etiiiul Iri'eiik (lie tlo of aflcclion 
wliicli iiouiul Dii'ui u) each otlicr. 

Afici' ilicii' l oiitiiHiiii;^ a steady progross . 
Mime iveok'i ioietei', imiiiarked by any iiiei- 
ileif, sleiiiy one iiioniiiie awakened by 

an It! I >niiiK)i\ imise a*ee)ne, ilic sailois, which, 
noliv.'ii iandiir;: there w a - ee enemy to dread, 
"ute l.ihii tile idei if , jiuiatioii for an en- 
C'e* el 11'' 1] I, 'i/ n.ei C; ,t^-,ei'ili*dress, that 

it ; e.: j,i I -e- '.e.c. n.. "i i .■\ w.iuMi a siid- 

de.i ii.- ,,ii' .1 ■ .1- , ■ ''ll i 

-'dl I -, t'lmt iv. > die' . d i;;. to re{,i 
■ieel,,:;- ati .ee.i li . .,i 'I'.is |ierson- 
;e..,:. eln'ic aa I 'l ,Mis .-.itlicr eoDiical 
ihai'i ' 'Si '.ii. 'I'l '■ ‘‘I' 11,U‘ei:tand, tfiat 

tile .i ip V'-;,.. Jllell the ilile, and ho 

innsl I - neineirod in tie -eii'- o( th" MOW 

heini'.-|'liere I i neike !ilii-. fi". tint Soiilh.” 
Henry ii id !.■ ..o e! d;i ..Id j..ke, .iiid gladly 
jiaid tiiu lino, which wa.- iiii|M.>ed nn several 
passcr.-ier.s as well as liiiiiM If, and emvc the 
sailors their leauil treal of irnvj- on sneh occa¬ 
sions ; hill one yo'.iin; niiiii wiio resisted iiii-, 
dcrvvonl til'’ jienalty, ainl was roii'ylily handled 
bv tlie seamen, and l ui!;hed at hy the passen- 
i'"ers for iiis olistiiiacy. 

Continual einjiiiiies as to the stul'c ol their 
progress, conversations on IJonnpaite, and 

renewed diligence ill ,training ns nine.h of the 

.Moor's tongue as -their sil iation adijiitted, 
tiUed up the lime till they' arrived within sight 
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of St. Helena, which is seen from a great dis¬ 
tance. Henry thought himself fortunate in 
seeing this remarkable place, which is-not of¬ 
ten visited by outwarj-bound ships; and, 
young as he was, he could not forbear t:. re¬ 
flect much on the fate’’of that great warrior, 
for whom this mighty rock formed first 
prison, and now a ton'' 

As they s.^jw • ar to this rc narkablc isl¬ 
and, the d' f(| vO 'iptwixl it anc the beauti- 
^ struck him forcibly. Ji’oinetimes 
appeared like a §tern-looking cast s or for¬ 
tress, rising in frowning grandee ; a. others, 
like a mass of broken rocks thro'"-, by some 
sudden convulsion of Nature from the bottom 
of the deep ; ''Ut in in, point of view coiibl 
he conceive it to bo tlie abode, much less 
the pleasant habitation, of man. “ Ah !” 
said ho to biucoli. “ how must the Loans of 
gay Frononmen -and their wives have sunk 
within tlj I’l, vviien from the deck tliey con¬ 
templated tlioir future borne ! at least tAeir 
u sacrifice was uolile who followed the fortunes 
of a ruined master to such a melancholy exile, 
and, vvliulever were the faults of him who so 
long embroiled Europe and sjiillcd the blood 
of her sons like water, their attachment is 
honourable to those who gave, and him who 
received it.” 

In due time the vessel wound its way tc 
only point of entrance to the island call 
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fill cliango. They l^ok roued oq all liviog 
creatures as a kind of new-found brethren, re¬ 
new their acquaintance with houses and trees, 
feel their hearts glow with veneration at the 
sight of a church, and busy their minds with 
eager comparisons between the things they 
'behold, and the dearer things whicr'tbej re¬ 
member. 

These er ion® Qled the m id of j^nry 
with_^pu-» ' w Lo pursued hjs way into 

j ' ,54rt of St. Helena, ’ 'tre evety 

top whioh took hiuidrom the sfa<' netpoted 
objects of beauty, and conqoere * ‘ itofires- 

sion of barrenness and desoldtiou .Wr^ in¬ 
spired. In fact, a rich thongh shallow coat 
of earth covets tliis mighty rock, which pro 
duces Iriiit-trces, feeds cattle, supplies -Wheat 
in small quantities, and vegetables in abun¬ 
dance. Tliure arc no forest-trees, but the 
vine has been propagated successfully ; and 
the ground is so broken into green lulls and 
rich valleys, as to render vtews from the inte¬ 
rior frcquentlj very beautiful, and give the 
idea of a Jfaradisc in the mighty ocean, fenc- 
fed in by a fortress of impregnable strengtlft 

In due time they reached the former home 
of Bonaparte, and vrere minutely informed of 
all those particulars which have been so often 
transmiilcd to Europe, that repetition is need¬ 
less, •'tispecting the situation, the conduct, and 
death of Bonaparte. All viewed his grave 
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with intflfest, Haoi^.felt ag?in that plear* 
ure a trareller cannot fail to experience in 
actually viewing accnea of which he has beard 
much, and greatly desired to behold. 


/'TTAPTKR IV. 

^fy'arrivr .theCii|» of fntrtoryoT 

Trcn idafiA nofm for some Ui. 't their lahd- 

tq^. P1ea< in from thence to. Bladraa. « . 

ntjan^inf trees^ sew Vurda. A new world around fati( 

'Jhe oiination of St. Helena only quick¬ 
ened tlio desire to proceed in our young 
traveller, and he wus now not sorry to be sum¬ 
moned on board. They procecd'-d with 
somevOiat of a brisk gale, and soon lost sight 
of the pinqacled rocks, ceased to talk of the 
doarucis of provisions there,-and the impori- 
tions oftlie natives, and began to look forward 
to their arrival at the Cape of Good Hopo, 
which is always deemed a point of great im¬ 
portance. 

Henry borrowed from a lady Mickle’s 
translation of Camoens’ Lusiad, a poem writ¬ 
ten on the discovery of India by Vasco de 
Gama, which he read at this period with great 
pleasure ; but when he arrived at the descrip¬ 
tion which is tlicrc given of the storms which 
look-place off the Cape, for which tlic/were 
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Stearin!;, lie -could not help sajing, that he 
thought the poet had made them too tremen¬ 
dous. 

“ I shall be very glad,” returned the enp-^ 
tain, “ if you continue to think so ; b it as 
you have seen very little rough weather jcl, 
— for \vc had only a slight rockin^ evei m 
the liay of Biscay,- ' ,• allow you to 

be a juilse.. •..Not, ;i it 1 like l,^ dcsc|jit«tiou 
of Can'oe, It, .V, lor he must ‘ -ovls paint 
ji'. '.ic storm hrw'iyof, 'asing its 

,-ionoi and iiglinosj, aid to niy he had 

tihuo fur better in giving its n/'^ ^ ' c&cts, 
winch cvci) body can conceive, id wiiieii 
far excei'd in giaiideur and terror any'concep¬ 
tion of 111 111 : ill a ver) few wouls, our o\,n 
service* iii the Prayer-Book gives a better 
idea by lull’.” 

A few il.iv s after this couvcrsntiiMi, ' 'joy¬ 
ful ti(iiii_s of laud being described lioiii the 
topmast was given, and Henry hastened v.iili 
others to the deck, each holding a glass for 
the iiurposo of desci}iiig the welcome teiui 
firtm. in a short time they discovered ihc 
Table Moitiitain of the Capo of (lood Hope, 
and belore tiie Mm went down, had the satis¬ 
faction cil tlisti ii’iiu not oiil) that, bill seveial 
olhei pi.>1111 icn 1 . nd-m ,1 ksv,illithe n.ilvi d e\ e. 

The tollowiii" iniiiiiiu lloii} lo-c suvn, 
iinpalient i ) o i,.-n .• i! th il eonhl be seen, 
and antieipaiing a du i of unconiinoii plcas.uie, 
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because lio apprehended it would be one of 
activity and diversity. To his great surprise 
lie found the captain giving various order with 
a tone of such anxiety as bespoke in his care 
thill pain rather than pleasure was expected, 
and (Hi looliiiia up lie observed tlie mountain 
covered '’otnpletely with light vapoury clouds 
rcsemliling si.f"’- 

“ You sre.' ...lid the i ■ rilain- ,v‘ the Table 
iS haviiij, il;-. . ‘iiih laid upon • • ; vl ’"c sail¬ 
ors can ir-j . yon tluil it is a ban , . , ' 

foraili'ii’ • i Mild those llcecy-looking wind- 
iiu'ssc'ui; , •rcend ; depend upon it, we 
shall ii.ivi of those storms which caused 
the first Harm; given to the place to be Cape 
Toiir.entoso." 

“ 1 believe the native inhabitants of all the 
land in our eye are called Hottentots, hut, 
althougli tlie Portuguese wore the first dis¬ 
coverers of the country, it was the Dutch 
who first planted a colony ; — am I right ?” 

“'i’ou arc. For many years, the Dutch, 
in their voyages to file Indies, used to land 
here to take in water and jirovisions, and the 
ships going out used to deposit their letters 
under a case of iron, covered by a stone, 
which the ships returning took homo, and con¬ 
veyed thus intelligence of their voyage to dif¬ 
ferent parts. John V'an Riebeck, a surgeon 
rind a man of abilities, first conceived the idea 
uf forming a bettor establisbinont for tlio pur- 
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pose of aiding his country, by a settlement, 
which being about midway from their pos s- 
sions ill India and Europe, might ail'iidn is 
tance to travellers front • icl. count:/. His 
plan was adopted by tin ir E ist liulia Com¬ 
pany. Ships were sen! out, the friendship of 
the natives ensured. Cape Town built, land 
granted to settlers oh -ad'.*ii,ugeous terms, 
and the plat^bc^oc wealth) ,'^ioi>ulons, and 
produativ/u 

.vT'thcy i le ir no trouble,\fioni their 
Ravage iicighbouis r" 

“ For about ton mmi the\ n eri'eniteced 
in continual skriuislnua to ui.uu'aNi I'lieir loot¬ 
ing, but after that becanie eis,, uul iliinng 
that time proved tliat the 'oil was well vvonh 
cultivaVion, and the climate favouiable. b'.:'- 
ther up the country then' aie many wild 
beasts, more particular!) lions, tigeis.lcopaids, 
and wolves, but tlie) raieh come near tlio 
coast, where the) have yet abundance of 
game, particularly laigi' herds of deer, and 
where the birds arc nunieious and beautiful, 
and, so far as 1 can learn, no country in the 
world boasts an equal nuiiiber of curious 
plants. At a considerable distance from the 
coast, there is a setilcment of the Moravians, 
who have made converts of a number of the 
natives, and whose collection of botanic ^puri- 
OSitiqi is prodigious, being assisted in their 
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rescarclies by those sable bretlircn to whom 
they have iinpartctl far better tilings.” 

Whilst the captain luul been imparting this 
inforiiialimi, the dense mist.s he had termed 
the pdilu-cloth ” had creiil down to the very 
foot of the ino'inlalii, afid (jiiiek blasts of wind 
corning funn the land-side, whistled among 
the cordage, am! v’o!en;l\ shook the sails of 
the \ ('-seI, inai:y of v. lili It. ■• ere .."w reefing. 
Wlien Mnni'-.oaed to in'eaklJr-i. e ;--r’ face 
wore disiippoiniinem. ; all die e\(-., 

riem ed -.ah! ii uonhi I e a day or luo before 
t!ie> I ’.a !e ih' eert— a thing v, hieli appeared 
to tin. 1.0,ii'"- ne'\t to itnpi'.'.iihie. They had 
however, ito time to tii-pnie on the .“tihject, 
for the wind siyiiieni)' rtav tre.niendnnsly high ; 
a sudden rwt lli.tg ol the wave,, eominunicaled 
the idea tliat there v.a : a wind htlow the sur- 
I’aeo of the si ti, luit less than over it, and a 
terrihle eonliision rrose inrottglioiil the inari- 
tiiiie dwelling. 

Soon after. !;iaek elmitls overspread the 
lace of IJeaven ; all siglit of the deceitful 
'■oast was denied ; the waves, impelled by 
tlie wind, and ri.-'ing every monient higher 
and higher, seemed to come as revengeful 
enemies from the land to forbid tlicir ap¬ 
proach ; and many were extremely desirous 
that the captain should stand oot for sea, and 
give tip all intention of visiting such an inhos¬ 
pitable shore. In general, this gentleman, 
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though firm and authoritalive among liis men, 
was not only gentle and conciliating in Ins 
manners, but oi' a disposition to comply with 
any request properly urgcil ; but, on the pre¬ 
sent occasion, Henry observed that he turned 
a deaf ear to all remonstrance and entreat)', 
and, making up bis mind to meet the diflicul- 
ties before him, either enforced obedience or 
silence on ^I'.l aroij';;!. Henry, in despite of 
the gr^at' r objects of surprise and curiosity 
around him, could rot forbear giving iiis un¬ 
qualified admiration to iliis conduct, wbicli lie 
considered praiseworthy in itself, but as aflbril- 
ing a most salutary lesson to hinisclf ; and 
many a time did be inwardly ejaculate, “ if 
ever I am called upon to bold the lives of 
others in my power, to combat with danger, 
or to enforce command, God grant I may act 
like Captain fliurpby !” 

In a short time the storm so increased in 
its terrors, from the more rajiid swell of the 
waves, and the loud pealing of the thunder, 
the vessel was pitched s() violently, and her 
rigging was so injured, that many of the pas¬ 
sengers gave themselves up for lost, and only 
one besides Henry was permitted to remain 
on deck, lest they should suffer for their te¬ 
merity on the one hand, or impede the efforts 
of the seamen by their expressions of fear on 
the other. Henry had attended much to the 
working of the ship ever since they left Ma- 
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deira ; he uiulcrstond the sea-ierms, and he 
now loiil a williiii^ and aljlo liaiul to every 
inaiuinn re lor iier ]ive:)eivatioii wliich was 
pointed out, wliilst lie kepi Ids mind in that 
state of quiet eiiduraueu of evil and calm ex¬ 
pectation of "liod, v.Inch Ins fatlier had I'rc- 
qiicnth' '■aid was the tmiv kind of couras^o to 
Jielp a man in the time ‘if need, lleniy was 
aware that even he, vouu'v as he was, niij^ht, 
on the present occasion, piietise 'his species 
of manly bcariii::, tlionali ho coido not have 
done it on the (iekl of hatile : for tliere, anyer 
.for the wound he had n eeiv ed, or ievent';e 
for the death of a faniipanion, might, in addi¬ 
tion to the arrogancy iiatuial to a yoniig and 
iinpi.liiou.s .soldier, have rendered him too 
eager to be guarded, too venturesonfe to be 
wise. He had now to contend willi danger 
in a way that rather asked tlie strength of Ihr- 
titude tlian of valour, jet it a.sked for exertion 
against that grief which was awakened by the 
thoughts of home, that fear the existing ter¬ 
rors around him were likely to awaken, but 
he rallied his mind, he lifted up his heart to 
God, and felt that in the midst of this awful 
scene Ite had a lieavcnly Protector, who was 
above all, and commanded all, atid who, in 
another state of existence, would give hitn 
life eternal for present death. 

Often did he think on those words in the 
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Psalriis to uliicli tlie captain had lately refer¬ 
red, and acknoivledgc liow adiriirahly they 
depicted the state in which tlie vessel now 
stood, but he did not speak cither of his re¬ 
collections or feelings to hint or to tiny.one ; 
it was a time for acting, not talking ; asnl in 
those pauses from labour when his thoughts 
could retire to his own breast, atid, as it were 
attend to their owi business, he was aware 
that it was his duty in deep huiniliiy to pros¬ 
trate his heart befor.- (lod, sid'initting to his 
will, rocominendiiig also tlt<) sonls ol all tliai 
partook hrs situation. 

Night closed n|>on ibeiii, the thuedei ceas¬ 
ed, atnl the forked lightning no longer showed 
those fearful ab\sscs of the parting v. aves 
which liad so long threatened to swallow then:, 
but as the hurricane still raged, their danger 
appeared hidden from them only to leiulcr 
them the surer prey. Henry dcsecmled into 
the deck, at length, to take some necessary 
refreshment, of which he stood in extreme 
need, and there found all the passengers as¬ 
sembled in that state of fearful expectation, 
silent awe, and hitter sorrow, wMiicli hespako 
the effect of their situation on diirerent minds. 
It was a moment when all disguise ivas (lroj>- 
ped, and some of high-vaunting displayed 
miserable pusillanimity ; w hilst in several in¬ 
stances timid women looked pale but pJacid 
and resigned. It was to Henry a hearji-reud- 
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sug scene, and aflected him infinitely more 
painfully than the threatened death which he. 
beheld above. There was something in the 
suhliinily of the latter which was stimulating 
in ii« magnificence ; but the faint breathings 
of sighs, the wailings of fear, and even the 
quietness of the Crin, were affecling and dis¬ 
tressing to his conipassionate heart; and when 
with great dillicnlty, frcAn vlie perpetual rack¬ 
ing and pitching,, he had obtained a little bis¬ 
cuit and swallowed a small ))ortion of brandy, 
he rcliirneu lo the deck. 

“ Von well deserve to carry good news to 
the poor wre.chcs below,” said the captain, 
“ for yon have proved yourself worthy an ad¬ 
miral’s lionous j return, and tell theuj wc have 
got on a good lack, and the breakers afe sub¬ 
siding ahead. I thought this before 1 sentyou 
down, but am now certain of it.” 

Henry did not wait to hear the observations 
nor cxelamations wliich followed this good 
news, for he hastened to rejoin the indefati¬ 
gable man, who was to him the most interest¬ 
ing person on board- A second night did be 
continue to watch and labour, but was reward¬ 
ed by seeing the sun go down on a gradually 
improving slate of wealltcr but the surf was 
high, and the gale still brisk ; when, by the 
W'onderful skill and alacrity displayed by the 
captain and crew, the .ship at length drove 
with amazing celerity into the harbour. 
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Althoiif^h tlic C:i]i(! of CJooil Hope now hc- 
longs to tlic Engli.^Ii, wlio took it twice within 
a few years, a great ntnniicr of its first inhab¬ 
itants are founil there, together witii many 
Frciieh and other Europeans ; and Ilenry 
was exceedingly amused with all around him, 
save the original inliahitants of the soil, whom 
lie pitied yet could not approve. The clean- 
line.s.s of ilie Dutclf; placing the filthy habits of 
the Hottentots iii the sironge-Jt point of view, 
rendered them the moio disagreeable ; but 
the avarice and mennness of the settlers 
would in a more lengthened stay have .shown 
him, that immoral dirt is the more di.sgusting 
oft lie two. 

J^rovisious and wafer being tibtained, the 
Table INIountain visited, old friends looked at, 
anrl letters desjialclied for England, they be¬ 
came as impatient to f[uit this jilacc as they had 
lately been to arrive at it ; and as the weath¬ 
er was now very fine, tliey enjoyed a pleasant 
and speedy run to Madras. 

Being prepared for the high surf, the dan¬ 
ger of reaching thn shore on the present occa¬ 
sion ajipcarcd trilling to them, after* the tem¬ 
pest we have mentioned ; and they rather en¬ 
joyed the landing, which is elfocted by boats 
of a jiarticular construction, and which placed 
them in a few minutes high and diy upon a 
fine beach, apparenll}’' out of the reach of all 
injury from tliat mad surge wliicb had so bite- 
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ly ihreateticd them and still appeared to rave 
against tliem. 

Here, linm, was Henry in Hindostan ! that 
couniry wliich must he to him a future home, 
—-.and IiDW strange a one it was ! All he 
had seen of novuhj* heforo was far short of 
this ; for not only was he surrounded by sucli 
vessels, carriages, and p:.oitlo, as he hud never 
beheld before, but ihoiver^' trees were stran¬ 
gers ; and as he proceeded, the rich broad- 
leafed planlaiii, the bending bamboo, the tall 
palm, the eiirious cocoa-mit, and the majestic 
banian, each claimed bis surprise and admira¬ 
tion, and told him ho was on a soil he had 
never trod before. 

JN’or did the inhabitants of these trees less 
delight him ; for here the green parroquet 
sjn'ead bis wings at iilterty, and nimibers of 
those brilliant birds, seen only stuffed in the 
Museums of liuropc, fliiicil about in all the 
glowiii'i .giciy of life: and beauty. 

Madras itself struck him as magnificent; 
Fort (j'eorge, its garrison, is high, command¬ 
ing, and vviilioui any arcliiteclural ])rcicnsions 
is yet imposing. The ‘fcity is divided into 
two parts, the Iflack and the Wliite Town ; 
and to tlie latter, as the residence of the 
Europeans, Henry was conducted by those 
of liis fellow-travellers who were acquainted 
with the place. 
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The hn.^ijiitiilily ])ractipc(l in the East Indies 
is so that lew persons are under 

tlic necessity of making a temporary stay at 
llic Jioiise.s of j)nl)lic cnlcrtaiiimciU ; hut Hen¬ 
ry considered himself one of them until Ids 
leUers were delivered, Hind with three other 
gentlemen lie proceeded, under the captain’s 
direction, to the principal street of the White 
Town. Every sU'p presented new. and ex¬ 
traordinary sights, which he beheld with all 
that vivid cnjoymcM of the wonderful which 
belonged to his age ; and we think our young 
readers wall at this period of his travels read 
his letter to his dear fajuily at home, describ¬ 
ing his feelings' as well as the objects which 
excited them, with more pleaswrc than onr 
own deceription, and .sliai! therefore continne 
this iieeoimt of onr young Cadet through this 
natural and charaelerislic channel. 


CIIAPTKll V. 

Ilt'nry io hi.>‘ Ills <1oscripiit»n of (lie AFiuIras 

Roatls. Tlio I'ljick aiul A\’ht‘.o 'i\)Nv«s. 'J’hc iiihubiiunis. 
Priiloofthe Mnlioiiu tniis. fira<*o of (hr Wonioit. The IV*cns. 
DubJislics. !Sati\e Ti ooyts. Armenian Ocuileinen. ^^'calUly 
Naiixes. Desrcriplioii of a Tis laOouus Idols*. Af¬ 

fectionate co^cl^^ion. IVoeootl lo Ceylon. 

“ MT Di: PAKENl 

“ I HAVE at length arrived at Madras, and 
find inyself in a land of wonders. Every 
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tlsing around me presents a moving piciure of 
extraordinary character ; and althongli 1 fan¬ 
cied, from tliu descriptions I had read, and 
the views I liad seen, that every, object would 
be> familiar to me, ^’el I find tlieiii not less 
new and striking in the effect they have upon 
my eye, than if 1 had not heard of them 
before. 

“ 'J’hc Wliite Tpwn'of ^Madras looks very 
handsome to those e)'os which have long de- 
.sired the sight of human habitation, although 
the houses are only one story high ; tlniy are 
flat-roofed, built of brick, and covered with a 
plaster made of sca-shclls which no rain can 
penetrate. There are three principal .streets, 
barracks, ho.»pital, lowti-house, 8tc. surround¬ 
ed by a strong .stone \tali, with hatl(;ries, bas¬ 
tions, thinker.-, cannon, and all iho.se means of 
deicnee which sccin to belong to a fortress 
placed in the land of enemies. It is inhabit¬ 
ed by mcri. bants and their do])endenls, milita¬ 
ry men, and troops <)f the natives under our 
command. The Black Town is inhabited 
by Gentoos, Mahometans, .lews, and Indian 
Cliristians, who arc cliiedy Armenians : it is 
also a fortified [dace. The streets are wide, 
with trees planted to protect the inhabitants 
from the burning heat of the sun ; hut a con¬ 
siderable part ol' the town consists of misera¬ 
ble cottages, wliicli are inhabited by a crowd¬ 
ed and poor population ; so that, although 
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many arc rioli and oxliil)it marks of vvcallli, 
tilt-} arc conlrasli'd by liio oxlieiiu’i of want; 
but, they tell me, ibis is ratber in a|>|)caranccs 
than reality. In ibis town tlicre are several 
pagodas, wbieli arc tbc (ientoo temples, !',nd 
are lidl of ibe most liioeous idols ; btil none 
of tliein give an idea of those kirge and costly 
pla< es I expect to see Itereafter. 

“• Ah ! \\ lial a dBligkiful ibin;.-; did 1 find it 
yesterday, to assemble with my countrymen 
onci; more in the Imuse of (iod, and ofl'er up 
prayers for those 1 io\eil, and jtrtiises lor the 
inereies I liad experienced, with so many 
similarly siliialcd ! I bad witnessed, oven in 
this sboiT lime, so iniicli of ttbai was striking¬ 
ly ridiculous and disgusting in Ijic religious 
ccremt.nies of the prr)nd Alnssulmen and the 
silly Hindoos, that I felt as if 1 coubl never 
sullieienlly express my gratitude for having 
rny own lot cast in llie “ goodly heritage ” of 
C'brisiian light. Dear nioiber, be assured 
that the Icssons \oti bare given me will strow 
only the (inner in a |)!ace where 1 am e\ery 
day com])elled to feel their value and their 
truth. 

“ I?ut my brother .Toliii hade me tell him 
somolliiiig about the Uramiiis. 1 must begin 
by observing that all the native inhabitants of 
Ilindostan are diriiled into four tribes, and 
that of tlic Hramins is the most noble, beinsr, 
like tlic Levites among the Jews, the only one 
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which can ofliciatc in the priesthood; but 
they are not all [iricsts, as we n.- erl to suppose, 
but arc nierchaiils, agriculturists, Sic. but 
never in any menial capacity ; and 1 assure 
you-that they are as yroud and hard-hearted 
towards their humbler countrymen, as any 
coufjiierors could be, aiiti genet ally speaking, 
are by no means the amiitble personages we 
boys at home used to (iaicy.'thein. The sec¬ 
ond tribe is the Sirri, who are military men, 
but blend (Hhi'r bn-'iness with that profession. 
The third i- the tribe of Heist', who are mer¬ 
chants, br.'kers, hanias. or sboj)-kec|)crs. 
The fourth is that of .'''udder, who are menial 
serv'ants, and can never rai.-e themselves above 
the ilisadvanttige of their birth. Hesides these, 
there is the ctist of Harri. who at-'’ held" in de¬ 
testation by the rest, ;md never employed hut 
in the vilest oc.eupation-i. 

• “ IJesides ibfr-e grand distinctions, they 
Iiave grttdes tnising from the superiority of 
one city to another, and they would die on 
tlm spot rather than givt; u|> one inch of their 
prerogative. 1 do not pretend to judge of 
stieh mtitters ; but this system of holding back 
all progressive virtue and merit appears to ino 
so bad, that I do not wonder that so many 
strangers have intruded on their country, and 
become tlteir ritlers. JJnt I will not moralize 
about them, wlien you are ail asking what 
they arc like Come, my dear Selina, you 
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shall have a raniora-obsrura view of the road 
oti vvhieli I have been (hiving. The grand 
drive here hiads from the fort to St. Thomas’s 
IShjiinl, i( has a fme avenue of trees, the whole 
nine miles ; and at the distance of seven, k a 
• race-course and a hantTsome stand. All the 
way as you go, there are garden-houses in the 
country, vvitli beautiful veraiulal's and porti¬ 
coes, which, hcing-covfred with chmmm, fa 
plaster’vhich resemble hite maihie,) liave 
a beautiful appearauei , 

The carriages art all I.ngl u. aticl I need 
not describe them, as teen ii not. so far as 1 
have seen, any tiling ii'iunikaMo ; thercfoic, 
leaving this gay |)romenade, 1 will t:il;c you 
tvith me into the Black 'rown. in that part 
where t'tio population i- chielly Mahometan. 
These fellows like iir.i /; ; tiiero is a curl of 
the whiskers, a llash ()i‘ i‘i -mi. ; '•roiid curb¬ 
ing of the rein, or the -.ep, as they pass an 
Eiiglishinan, wbieli hestieak'- an angry sense 
.of his superiority—a len en.lnaiice that /is 
now occupies the gronmi r/i. y soutrlit to sub¬ 
jugate. i must confess, however, that they 
are a brave and eulerpri.siitg race ; 1 like 
their boldness better than the servile, supple 
natives, of whose simplicity and liarmlossncss 
I have very little opinion ; for certainly a 
more cheating, extortionate, usurious and in- 
vincibjy obstinate race never existed. Tliey 
are hatidy, it is true, and are therefore iti one 
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seiisc- a^rt.-eabic seivanls ; but being also lazy, 
|irou(i. mid disiioncsi, are very iiiifil for being 
alioia l arciess young travellers. Ah ! how 
you would iiave laughed to have seen us all at 
day-U ' ak, tiie (irst morning after our arrival, 
when ball-a-dozi n ol* the tiatives, in white 
dri,i. red inrbans. gold ear-rings and fin- 
ger-rn;;:-. oour'd into the dormitory and ap- 
plird flauiul i^, with wiazyig flexlcrity to 
i!ref..-iug, " .sb:iiij)'ooing'’‘ eacli <•! llic 

jiai'ii ! 1 • • 1 n il ... (,dd i'l inv life, as 

wh.'u oin '.I'.eiii ii“: :ii< MiK'>t.|ieeli'dly to 
I'ly A ei J ieji imbed as II \ie were 
bowi '.rriil,.-! |,y ili(. iK iioii ; and the poor 
filiow’ w;.,. so .idroil in his business and even 
elegant in his inolions, that I could scarcely 
foiliear lo conci'in !:■■ had bien liorn ‘to far 
liiflnr i“ii|]j(.\ im Hi.' .mi .--ttiejied lo me as ii 
eaploe ben.I M a t omjueror : so ibal (,n the 
v.i!'),. . ! I'uund il liesgrt fable eiioiigb, and I 
bi.'i.e ,h:it 1 slndl n.ii 'm .imongsl the number 
(.r (111 -e wlio ; e , ined b) the luxurious and 
■.•Hemoiale (iracliees ol die llasl. 

Th se seri.saiions were slid more excited, 
when I made my lirst cntr6o to a paiamjuin, 
which is always altenilcd by nine men, who 

" Shanipofii!!"; is n pre^'ini;; Ju»i fru iion applied lo 

t’le litn* s aAer jciii^TUf, ainl n iffW*>hm«;ul j llio 

fporator cmirliifles this service with pttllniii th*5 joints till they 
ernck,* 'J’lii.'- (•u>t<-ni has |j<*cn !.Uel\ inlriH!iicr<l nittt this ct»un- 
try, amt is ^aid to JJu^e ti vers good ou rljcumayc aud 

parulyiic*]ialbiit>. 
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have 110 utlicr cloiliinii than a cloth twisted 
round llie middle, and who cany you by 
turns, four at a time. I’he carriage itself is 
like a hod uiili paniiels, v,iiieh tiro jiainted 
and \ iiiiiislied like the jtaniiels of a i^oacli, 
with \’euetiau I liiuls and sliding doors, liand- 
soinely lined with leather, silk, or chintz. It 
has poles liko ti sedan clitiir, tied yon may lie 
at your ieiiglh, or sjt up tuid look out as you 
please. 'J'hc hearers will run with you twelve 
miles ill three hocus, fieijiiontly lelleving c’ac.h 
other, singing as tliey go in a measured ca¬ 
dence, which scem.T to assist their steps. 

“ lJut lot us look ai'ouiid once more. 

“ Tlicrc goes a group of native women, car¬ 
rying water to their hou’-es in just such urn- 
likc vtsseis as you letid of in Alfred Camp- 
hell’s V isil to bamaria, for I understand they 
arc cominon all over the Must. These W'o- 
inen walk gracefully, have fine persons, and 
although their dress consists of only one piece 
of cloth, it is so managed as to be not only 
equivalent to other giiruients, but perfectly 
picturesque. It pusses round the loins, then 
covers tlie bosom, and is either tlirown liood- 
like over the head, or falls negligently mantle- 
wise over the left shoulder. Their shining 
hair is disposed elegantly in folds on tlic crown 
of the head, and often ornamented with chap¬ 
lets of yellow flowers. 

“ They arc succeeded by men tyiyh red 
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, turbans, brcnst-plalcs, snsbcs and swords, and 
with belts of leatlier or tiger skins. These 
are Peons of the Zillah, or [lolice foot-sol¬ 
diers. After tlieni conic a parly of Dubashes, 
fat-looking black men, with very white dresses 
and turbans, and large car-rings. These are 
a kind of agents, ready to execute any com¬ 
mission for you. 

“ Now come a bodji of ..hor.scmcn, well 
dressed and mounted in English mode. They 
have comparatively light compli xions, and are 
accompanied by an ollieor carrying a chowrie" 
or dy-ilap, which is made of the bushy tail of 
the Bootan cow. These are the body-guard 
of the governor ; they are followed by a corps 
of black soldiers, completely dressed as Brit¬ 
ish troops, except the caji, which is pceuliar 
to the sepoys of the Madras Eslahlishnient ; 
they arc a very fine regiment indeed. 

“ Now comes a monk of pale com]>lexion, 
grey hair, and high'y intelligent countenance 
—he is indeed an Italian, and his black robe, 
white cords, and small skull cap, altogether 
present a picture of great interest: he belongs 
to the Capuchin convent in the JJlack Town. 

“ Near him walks an Armenian gentleman ; 
he is a fine-looking young man in a white 
vest, blue sash, and high velvet cap ; and he 
'6lop^ to speak with a priest of his own coun¬ 
try in a purple robe and mitre cap, who is a 

>•6 
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stout nirui with a long liusliy beard. The 
arc succeeded by a large iiiaii, well-inoiintcc. 
wearing a shawl turban, goJd-threaded sasi: 
and silrer-heatled creese (or dagsier.) 'J’h 
housings of his horse arc enibroidered witi 
gold, his reins are siik, anil lie is dccoratei 
with a brcasl-iilato of sliells. A servant run: 
by liiin with a screen slia)ied like a sjiadc, st 
as always to shade his face ; he looks vaii 
but clieorful, and is the native of a distan 
province — a man in power, as 1 judge froir 
ids appearance and the salaams* he receives 
liut 1 must finish my pictures of men and W'o 
men, whether low or high, .Mahometan o 
Cientoo, to give you that of a jiageda, tin 
temple of the llindosiance. 

“ A high solid wall, built in an oblon; 
square, incloses a lare area. At one end i 
the gateway, above which is raised a pyra 
midal tower, whicli is ascended by steps it 
the inside, and divided into stories ; the cen 
Iral spaces on each side are open, and becomt 
smaller as the tower rises ; the light seei 
through them has a beautilid clfect, and the^ 
are completely covered with .scnlplnre ; hu 
tliis is rather elahoratc than elogant. VVhci 
you have pa.«sed iliroiigh the gate, von fine 
yourself in a spacious jiaved comt, in the 
midst of wliiclr stands the inner temple, whifl 


* A bow wiiU h cu'froi.i MU tlio 



THE VOT.’N'C CADET. 


63 


is raised about three feet from tlie ground, 
open, and supported hy numerous stone pil¬ 
lars. An cnclobcd sanctuary at the end con¬ 
tains the idol ; hut all the other parts of the 
pagoda are also covered with images of tlicir 
luimctous and hideous ‘deities, most of which 
look as if they were made to frighten naughty 
children, ^’i^l!nu the preserver, Siva the de¬ 
stroyer, Kamadova riding on a parrot, Agare 
on a ram, and Varoona, god of the seas, 
mounted on a croeodilf!, meet your eyes in 
black granite at every turn, and appear to me 
vile guests for such .stately mate-ions. Before 
the e.xtcrior wc frequouily liud a bull, as large 
as life, extended ; hut within, the figures arc 
far less prcpos^sossiiig. 

“ Around the whole court is a deej) veran¬ 
dah and colonnade, wliicli in many parts, i arti 
told, consi.sts of pillars of marhie, enriched by 
precious stones. Near every pagoda is kept 
a huge wooden car, 'vhich is, in fact, a porta¬ 
ble temple; on which, at certain seasons, 
some favourite idol is placed for the purpose 
of processions, when imniciisc crowds unite 
in the labour of moving it. 

“ I must now conclude this letter, as I am 
summoned to my ship, and trust that long be¬ 
fore it reaches yon, 1 shall he safe at Calcutta. 
Dear mother, after what I have said of Hin- 
(^o temples and deities, 1 hope you will read¬ 
ily Irt^ve that 1 feel more value for the true 
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failh than I ever did before, and am aware 
that I can never be sufficiently grateful for the 
blessing of being educated in (Uirisiian prin- 
ci|)les. God grant thiit your advice may al¬ 
ways rest upon my memory, and influence my 
heart and conduct, sf) that, although I am 
thrown at so great a distance, I may be wor¬ 
thy of my excellent parents and my dear 
country ! 

“ When 1 think of you all, when 1 reflect 
that on this letter your eyes will glance, your 
kind o!)serv'ation.s arise, niy heart grows so 
full, that 1 dare not remember the situation in 
which 1 am placed ; but, nevertheless, 1 know 
that 1 am in the element which 1 long wished 
to explore. I^ife is before me ,iu all its vari¬ 
eties, itn honourable profession, and, as 1 hope, 
a respectable competence, and I enter on my 
task with a light heart; so do not allow your¬ 
selves a moment’s uneasiness for your thank¬ 
ful and aflectionate son,” &tc. &tc. 

Henry returned to his ship in high spirits, 
being amused by all ho had seen, and glad to 
increase his slock of knowledge by all the en¬ 
quiries he could make from those on board. 
From them, in sailing near the coast, he learn¬ 
ed the ancient and present state of Calicut, 
once an empire, and the scene of the notori¬ 
ous Hyder Ali’s irruptions and cruelties, bu, 
now principally in possession of the Fj-'g'.iou, 
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who took it from Tippoo Saib, who Iiitnscif fell 
at Seringapatain,’ in the same line of country, 
being a part of Malabar. The capital is now 
principally supported by the importation of 
the ^eak-trcc. 

Time passed pleasantly ; Henry recogniz¬ 
ed, cither by sight or dcscri])tioii, every ob¬ 
ject of interest; but none were found so im¬ 
portant as the isle of Ceylon, to which Hen¬ 
ry was. enabled to make a flying visit, through 
the kindness of the captain, \tho happened to 
have some business with a merchant resident 
near the coast. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Description of Ceylon. Voya|^ to l^n^al. Eulers the 
Iloog-hly River. CalcuUa. Letter to John. Description of 
the iuhabilnnls. Black Hole, and Governor llolwell’s suffer-. 
iug^s. Jcv?isii Cofijp^iraHoa. Bairock-poor. Hciwdan Ele-'l 
phants. Letter coiiclutled. 

Well might Henry be delighted with Cejtr- 
lon, that land of fruits and spices, for it ap¬ 
pears a kind of storo-room„in which Nature 
has hoarded up all her choicest productipns., 
It is fertile in various kinds of rice, whim in 
these regions is the staple food of man, and 
.pepper, ginger, sugar, cotton, and mangoes 
G» 
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are abundant, besides the gorunda goucha- 
tree, which produces cinnamon, which is its 
bark, and a nut which is used for oil. The 
vegetable wealth of this island is indeed as¬ 
tonishing, and it is also rich in precious stones 
and mines ’of gold arfd silver. Henry had 
seen poor Chuny in London, so that he 
thought himself acquainted with the form of 
the elephant, but tho%e which he saw in Cey¬ 
lon, employed in the . crvice of msn, and 
adapting their mighty strength and intelligence 
to iiis use, astonished and delighted hhn. 
He found that the elephants of Ceyloif are 
'deemed superior to those on the continent of 
Asia, and that the island produces also bufia- 
loes, deer, hogs, goats, tigers, nionkeys, and 
jackals,'a great variety of curious birds, many 
serpents, and sonic of an enormous size. 
From these ktler detestable animals he was 
not likely to be annoyed, as he had no time 
10 explore the country ; but he was awaken¬ 
ed the only night on which he slept on shore 
by the melancholy cry of the jackals. On 
lising and looking out half asleep from his 
window, he saw only the broad hanging leaves 
of the bigaha-tre% which is always in motion, 
andjield in great estimation by the natives, 
who' place thei^jdols under it. A glance at 
these strange Objects told the poor boy that 
he was in a new country, far from that of 
which he had been dreaming ; but as hco'Aw 
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no object of annoyance, he returned to his 
bed, satibCed of his safety, and pleased to re¬ 
member, that if his own beloved country 
boasted not the sparkling ruby, nor the fra¬ 
grant^ spice-tree of Ceylon, neither w.as it 
subject to the fangs of the tiger nor the poison 
of the serpent. 

Leaving this rich island, which is of an 
ot al form, sixty miles wide and two hundred 
and forty long, they entered the liay of Ben¬ 
gal, and, ijeing favoured by the weather, soon, 
achieved the long desiied to^atre, and fouud 
themselves entering the Jlooghlj, a branch of 
the sacred (ianges, that river which the Hin¬ 
doos cousiilered capable of conferring immor¬ 
tality and etcp-nal happiness. 

On the eastern bank of the Hooghly, about 
one hundred tniles from its mouth, rises the 
city of Calcutta. if Madras be striking in 
its strong walls and fortified air, rising from a 
stern sandy soil, infinitely more so is this« 
Eastern city of palaces, and the reach of the 
ruin near it, called “ Garden l^ach ” from 
the number of beautiful villas and gardens,' 
alirubberies and lawns which bespangle it, 
seem a neat frame for such,, a noble picture. 
Calcutta is built only of brick ; but it so 
covered with the beautifulflwbite ebaqltm, 
that the effect of Qiarble is produced ; and as 
Vhe‘government-house, the fortress, and es- 
'udi.-^Je, onen to the eye, are seen in con- 



rounded l)y a jnnelo wlicre ihe li^er prowls 
for Ills prey, and (ot) frecjiienily seizes on the 
dofeneele.ss nati\(;; that ilie ]):ilaces by which 
you arc' siirruundcd are lilile more than the 
grou tli of half a (•(■nturv. 

Here, as in Madras, there is n JJlack Town 
as wcdl as a White oint ; indeed, the place 
seems to me a home for all the people of the 
earth. Chinese, Arabs, I'er.sians, as well as 
Armenians, and cveiy tribe of IJindostanee 
origin, may hero be met with, and the Black 
Town literally swarms with population. The 
diUbrcnce betwcs?n the d(iin<;-.iie servants here 
and those of Mee.lras is .striking, as they are' 
here completely eovered hy a loose robe with 
wide .sleevcss, lid! trowsers, slippers, and a flat 
tnrhan'half shading the face' and neck ; in 
Sjtoaking, they join their hands and lift them 
forward with a respeetlnl, deprecating air. 
I'licy are deiieately clean in their persons 
and gracu-'fiil in tiioir niotions, and it is from 
these cpialities and their Imnihle manners that 
they have estaldished the character many 
wrilc'fs give them : Imt, in fact, the Branpns 
of India are the proiulesi people I ever met 
with, and the mosternel and insolent to their 
own countrymen of inferior caste. 

I have been here a week, and, as you may 
suppose, have run all over the town, or been 
run with by others ; but the truth is, that f 
liavc been taken by Mr-, my kind friend. 



in his ciiniclc. Tlie govpriiinein-housc is 
very splotulid, bui I was more dollglited with 
the venerable form of llic Marquis of Hastings 
than all the trapjiiiigs of stale by which he 
was surrounded. ' 1 was dcllghled with the 
museum, where 1 saw an amazing number of 
war instruments from all parts of India, to¬ 
gether with specimens of lliinr sculpture, and 
some very beautiful one^ of the nutmeg and 
clove [tlants, with other oriental curiosities. 

There are two esta''h Imieiils tor the edu¬ 
cation of ntilives uniler om protection, being 
colleges for Mahometans and Hindoos, who 
are taught by IMoonshees and Pundits, that 
they may he rjutililied to lill the phiee of pet- 
tjr ollicers in the (.'ompany’s service. Jn the 
former, 1 was exceedingly ])leased by <he in¬ 
telligent looks of both teachers iind learners ; 
in the latter tiie\ appeareil to lu! stujrid-look- 
ing fellows, not likely to make :une|) [trogress. 

There are niany churittible iii.-litulious in 
Calcutta, and a noble reservoir of water, 
which is supplied by springs ; near to wdiich 
is a monument erected by fievernt.r Ilolwcll 
to the memory trf those unfortunate persons 
who perished in tie; Jilatit Hole, — a circ.um- 
stance you remendter, my dear fatlu-r men¬ 
tioning to us. It is novv little more than sixty' 
years since the iNabob Sarajah Howlab cram- 
Hied’one hundred and forty--x o! our coun- 
tryi„:’'i, into a hole of eighteen feel stinare 
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(amongst whom was a lady,) to die by most 
horrible sufferings ; whilst 70,000 Moorish 
troops were encamjietl around them. What 
a change has taken place since then ! indeed 
that change was soon effected, for the ’’ictors 
held their ’vantage ground only for a short 
space, and no one can regret their removal. 

“There is also a fine IJotanic Garden belong¬ 
ing to C’aicutta, witijuwhich 1 have been much 
pleased, on account of the novelty and beauty 
of all I saw, and the extraordinary fragrance 
of the flowers ; but i* 1 iiad understood botany 
1 should have had more pleasure a great 
deal. Knowledge of any subject increases 
its interest tenfold, and 1 hope licnccforward 
to get rid of my schoolboy haste in despatch¬ 
ing leSsons of any kind, and to study for the 
sake of improving my mind instead of finish¬ 
ing my task. 

“ I was much struck with the Armenians 
at Madras, and now admire the women as 
well as the men. They arc very pale, but 
their eyes are large, dark and expressive, 
their features full of intelligence and pensive 
softness. They wear on their heads a cap 
with jewels in front, like a tiara, over which 
they throw fine shawls, which, descending in 
graceful folds, veil their forms, yet add to 
their dignity. 1 have been to the Armenian 
church, and was much pleased with the air of 
deep devotion apparent in all the w’orsUippers j 
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but the assumed splendour in the dress of the 
priests, and llie ceremonies of wra|)piiig the 
Gospel in gold tissue, did not suit niy taste, 
from being used to the (tlain good sense and 
simplifiiy of our own establislnnent ; never¬ 
theless, there was nuieh to admire and ap¬ 
prove in all that 1 beheld, and the church it¬ 
self is a neat plain building, well calculated 
for a ( diristian temple. 

“ 1 have also seen a little .Jewish congre¬ 
gation ; which was very slrikinsr, for I could 
have fancied that the ]-*atriarchs thi.inselves, 
in a stale of JJuhylonish captivity, had hccii 
placed before me. 'J'lieir long silver beards, 
handsome hut marked features, and the kind 
of half-lighted, diiugeon-like room where they' 
assembled to read the old 'l'i?s(aiuciit from an 
ancient manuscript voluie.o, I'acoured this idea ; 
and as I gazed upon them, my very heart 
ached with the intense detsire 1 felt that they 
would come to that light which our Lord 
brought to a benighted world, and was offered 
^firsi to their forefatiicrs—that instead of skulk¬ 
ing in holes and corners to worship the true 
God, they would add to that worship, faith in 
his Son, and gratitude for his great sacrifice. 

“ What a contrast was affonlcd, in both 
these places of worship, to a Hindoo pagoda 
and its hideous idols ! Compared to them 
the Wahometan worship is really respectable t- 
f 
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and the veneration these people entertain for 
Abrnhain and Moses, seems to me u kind of 
connecting-link between tlicin and ns, which 
one can never feel for tlie Clentoo idolaters, 
tvho, whilst they adhere with the most, (>bsti- 
nate stupidity to theii* religion, yet ajtpear to 
know its folly and frivolity, as the makers of 
idols continually recommend them to the 
English, with i‘ I’lui"se to hiiy them for the 
children, masters.” Surely this is the height 
of folly ! 

“ At this lime, the Holy Scri|)turcs arc 
printing here in less titan sixteen diflercnt dia¬ 
lects, so that we tnay ho|)c, in the course of 
another cenliiry, ktiowlcdge of the most im- 
portaul truths will become g^neriil in this 
immeflse country, especially as upwards of 
an hundred schools are established by the 
Cotnpany. 

“ The (jovernor has a beatitifiil scat at 
Barrack-poor, about fifteen miles from hence, 
on the batiks of the Ilooghly. Our kind 
friend look me tlierc in his btidgcrou', as 1 
preferred going by water, to traversing the 
fine road wliirh loads to tlie park. 1 was 
much pleased with the whole scene, which 
combines the character of an English rtohle- 
man’s residence with that of :m Ihislcrn prince.; 
but nothing struck me so much as seeing the 
J^wdah clepliants carrying out the Governor’s 
domestic part)' for their evening airing. Near 
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the park is a cantonment for five thousand 
Sepoys, with several streets of neat-looking 
bungalows for the officers., 

“ 13ui I must now say something of myself. 
1 have been received every wheic most kind¬ 
ly, iiud find I am shorfly to be sent to Benares, 
the very place i so ardently desired to see, as 
the- Bi'giment is now in the neighbour¬ 

hood, to which I am to be attached. Mr 

-thiiiks that 1 shifll get ft commission very 

soon ; but whether that is the case or not, I 
hope I shall sec service and learn my duty. 
He has given me much good advice, jtarticu- 
larly on the subject of not attaching myself too 
strongly to young officers of whose character 
I am ignorant ; and 1 mean, therefore, to find 
my pleasure rather in observation on tjie coun¬ 
try and the iiibabitants, than in societ}'. This 
resolution is the more necessary for me, be¬ 
cause you well know, dear John, that I was 
always given to hasty friendships, and got into 
more scrapes at school that way than any 
other boy, as you may remember, for you had 
no little trouble to get me out of tbeni. Ah 
my brother, when the remembrance of your 
kindness, or that of rny beloved ])arcnts, 
comes over my mind ; when my happy home, 
the haunts of my childhood, or even the 
images of our dogs and horses, rise in my 
meifiory, for a time it completely overpowers 
me, asd I feel as if I would give the whole 
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wealth of the Indies twice told, to be with 
you again, and never never leave you more. 
Bui do not be uneasy on my account ; these 
acute recollections do not last long ; and I 
soon shake ofT iny sorrow, look round on the 
new world before me, and feel delighted with 
all it ptaisents, and impatient to see more. 

“ Y'ou sljall liear from me as soon as 1 am 
stationary ; and in the mean time, with 
duty to my parents and love to all the dear 
young ones, I am, :n\' beloved .John, aflcc- 
tionaiely yours. 

“ Pelamert,.’’ 


CHAPTER Vll. 

McuslictUi!in«!. Uuin.« 

of <»our, I’aKuN. r ai»<l spillourv arri\cs 

at IkiuaiH's. Writfji to bib mother, 'j’lic Paj^odas, 

l^rauuHS, Mobtjue*. of Uohuios. Letter cotiiinued. Henry 
reino\t:.i to ('nwiipore. Mellu.tl of li avelliiiD. Dcbcripliou of 
AUuh-tiMti nnd ('awujHuv. Leiter conrJmU'd. 

Not long afii-r dcispatching this letter, Hen¬ 
ry set out with an oilicer and company of 
troops in a budgerow (which is a long vessel 
with an awning, well calculated for river 
voyages,) up the llooghly for Berampore. 
He _was exceedingly pleased with the views 
pretented as the vessel gently moved for- 
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ward, and showed characteristics of the coun¬ 
try ; particularly^ when they saw a neat Indi¬ 
an village, where the ciders were assembled 
under a group of trees, and tlie young men 
were driving home their /locks of cream-col¬ 
oured cattle, and ihS women bringing down, 
their brazen, urns to fill them with water, in 
the same W'ay that Rebecca of old went Ibrth 
to the well at cventiile. lie was also amused 
with the busy scene presen'ted by the river it¬ 
self, as vessels of all forms and sizes, laden 
with merchandizi!, and freipicntly managed 
by the most jticturestpie-lookiiig navigators, 
were coittinnally passing : i.tany of them 
were covered with matting, and looked like 
floating cotltiges. 

From JJcratnpore they proceeded to Men- 
shedabad, a |ilacc of coiisidcrahle importance, 
where minarets, domes, and palaces, convey¬ 
ed the idea of a .Moorish city in perfection. 
In the neighhonrhood is the i\Iectio .leel, or 
pearl lain?, on which stands a superb palace, 
raised by .Vlinndy Khan. This magnificent 
place, built chiefly of the finest marble, was 
already in dectiy ; but whilst Henry was look¬ 
ing at it, and lamenting its ruins, lie saw ten 
fine elephants brought down to the lake by" 
their keepers, which diverted his attention. 
They were thin, and had an air of having also 
fallen from the high estate they once held 
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the palace; but yet they inarciied vvitli a 
proud stop, as if conscious that they had be¬ 
longed to royalty. 

TJiey next stopped at Gour or Guara, 
once the capital of Ilcngal, and sliowing ruins 
,fifteen miles in lengtii 'by three in breaJih. 
This ancient city flourislied abore seven hun¬ 
dred years bcd'oie the birth of (.Mirisi ; but it 
is now gone down to the dust so completely, 
that it must be seafehed for to be found. The 
luxuriant foliage of India, with astonishing 
avidity covers the mouldering wail, and eliinbs 
the falling turret ; and although abundance of 
ruins mark the site of Gour, wlicti you reach 
the ground they occupy, it is necessary to toil 
over bush and brake to arrive at tl’ciii. 

A slicrt time after leaving («our, Henry 
was shown llic habiialion of a Fakir, who bad 
lived in solitude and silence a great imudier of 
years, and lately completed his self-imposed 
miseries by drowning himself in the sacred 
waters of the Iranges. 'J'hc Fakirs are a 
class of persons to be met with all over Hin¬ 
dustan, wlio give up their lives to tormenting 
themselves, in the hope of thereby securing 
immortal lia|)piiiess. Some put live coals up¬ 
on their heads, or hold them in llieir bands ; 
others sit in one posture till they lose all use 
of their limbs ; twistings of hair, dislocation 
of joints, long fasts, . evere immersions, tlio 
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sufl’eiing of years, and the sacrifice of life, 
arc the common self-inflictions of tliese un¬ 
happy and deluded beings. 

The cotton plant, witli its bursting pod dis¬ 
closing that beautiful substance, which affords 
to us such various, elegant, and useful articles j 
—the indigo shrub — the betel plant, and the 
graceful bamboo, all varied the way as they 
proceeded to .Monghvr, which is remarkable 
for a hot spring. Jl is gathbred into a walled 
well, round which, as formerly at the Pool of 
Ucllicsda, numbers of cripples and .sick Iteo- 
ple were a,-,seinbled, but the healing stream 
was guarded by many stout, lieallby IJramins, 
who never siilfered the penniless to approach 
the .slrcain, :jnd even when Henry had reliev¬ 
ed a poor wretch, look tlic money .distantly 
from him — a decisive proof of the hard- 
hoai'lod avarice cominou to this celebrated 
caste. 

Henry now approached die celebrated city 
of Henarcs, liavie.g passed Gliazipoor, and 
seen in its neigbhourhood a mausoleum crecl- 
to the memory of the venerable Marquis, 
Cornwallis. As Hcnarcs is the finest city 
now left in the possession of the Gentoos, and 
a place which every Indian traveller desires 
to sec, we shall offer Henry’s own account of 
liis yiew of it in a letter to his inolhei. 
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“ MT DKAll MOTIISF, 

“ 1 wiito to you from llic very focus of ori¬ 
ental learniiia; and splendour —“ the land of 
roses, the gardeii. of heaiily.” It is in truth 
the most curious j)lace you can conceive, and 
can only he seen in a ii:dun(]iiin, or on horse¬ 
back, for the Mreels are so narrow, and you 
find such crowds of peri^)le in ihein, that you 
arc obliged to ha9c a j)olice Irospee to clear 
your way, or you would not be able lo get on 
at air. The houses are built of brick, and 
forma kinil of labyrinth of lanes, being six or 
seven stories higli, and frequently connected 
with each oilier by small bridges thrown across 
the street. These houses arc painted in 
stripes, or ornamented with the Hindoo deities. 
The .shojis are all in distinct streets, accoidiug 
to their trades; in one are euihroiilerers ol 
gold and silver muslin, which they do so beau¬ 
tifully it would he a treat to the girls to see it ; 
in another arc displayed the finest shawls ; a 
fourth is tilled with jewels j a filth with jewel 
'.Hcrchauis. Several streets arc entirely filled 
with the makers of brass idols, together with 
lamps, dishes, and vessels of the same metal, 
and these arc really spleiidiil. 

“ You meet in the street numerous l?ra- 
mins, in open palanquins with crimson eano- 
• fjifjs, or hackrees drawn by' two showy horses 
with flowing manes, richly caparisoned* The 
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women are beautifully formed, wear garments 
of tlie richest materials, walk gracefully, yet 
fetch ilicir own water, and therefore form a 
striking feature in the population. The most 
remarkable, however, is that of the great 
nuiiiber of Uimloo youth of high caste sent to 
Benares for education. These do not reside 
in schools or colleges, but board in the houses 
of the Bramins who instruct them, to the 
number ol six or seven only’. 

“ 1 went into one temple dedicated to Ma- 
haden, wlh'-h was externally’ covered with 
sculpture, and internally with flowers, and so 
far atiractivc ; but, considering the character 
of Benares a^ the scat of learning and religion, 
the pagodas arc by no means grand or numer¬ 
ous. Adjoining this temple was c sacred 
spring, which I found guarded by a fat, 
alujiid-k'oking Bramin, —as fine a picture or 
lazy pride and ignorant dulness as you can 
well imagine. 

“ J visited also a famous mosque built by 
Aiu'ungzeljo in tbo heart of the city, of the 
very materials which had constituted their’ 
proudest pagoda to commemorate the triumph 
of llie crescent in India. What would this 
proud Muf.sidman have said, could he have 
known that the cross would .so far have laid 
low his boasted ac<piisilions as it has done in 
our fime, and that his de.sceiidants and their 
opponriit.s woold alike have crouched at tlie 
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bidding of those ‘ Chrisiian dogs ’ whom they 
despised with so much scorn, and, wlien op¬ 
portunity oll’erod, treated with such bar¬ 
barity ? 

- “ 1 saw also a fine observatory built by a 

.Hindoo rajah, who niusi have been of a very 
different description to anj' of bis race ; and 
in the very heart of the city is a school found¬ 
ed by a wealthy IJrarnin, who is really a liber¬ 
al man, and ceriaiiily uoi an enemy to C’hris- 
tiqnity 5 so that it would lie wrong not to al¬ 
low him merit.” 

* * * ■# * * 

(In continnrtlion.) 

“Unexpected information has removed me 
from the neighbourhood of Benares to C'awn- 
pore, from whence I resolved to tiespaleh my'' 
letter. 1 have had a very pleasant journey, 
setting out after dark, and travelling in a pal¬ 
anquin, on which 1 could lie or sit as 1 felt in¬ 
clined. My clothes were packed in neat 
Jjampers, and the palanquin had drawers, 
writing-desk, two or three books, and a lamp ; 
likewise a canteen convenience for meals. 
I stopped every day' twice, to wash and take 
refreshment ; and found relays of bearers 
every ten or twelve miles, so that nothing 
could be more convenient and comfortable. 

“ I .'aw in my course Allahabad, an an- 
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dent city near ilic confluence of the Ganges 
and ilie .Jninna ; near which 1 visited a sub- 
terraneoii!; eavci'ii, where, flnrine; the reisn of- 
]\Joori.sh persecution, the (jentos retirt'.d to 
perfoiii) tlndr own supeistitious rites. Even 
now, multitudes of pilarims crowd to the con- 
Ihieiie.i; of t!ic.se sacred rivets, <md every year 
there arc some who \ olmitariJy rtish to death ; 
and w lien tlic swollen* corpsfc rises again to 
the siirface, it heroine.' die prev of the vul¬ 
tures wiiiei' ho\er nuiiid the scene of sacri¬ 
fice. Who lint heh.'dds sneh horrid specta¬ 
cles, ran forneiir to desire the conversion of 
a people SI) unliaii|)lly blind to presciu happi¬ 
ness and eternal gloiw r 

“ (.'awnpoiT' is a iiohle-lookiiig jilaee, with 
numerous domes and cnjiolas, atifl a large in- 
closure for loinh.s, uhieh is nnieh more granJ 
and solcimi than any ciinrch-yard I have ever 
seen. The Mahouielaiis are. fond of walking 
in their cemeterios at the liour of sunset, and 
their serious deportment, flowing garments, 
and stately step, suit well the solemnity of 
such scenes. AltogctJier 1 am jileascd with 
this town : there are good iiouscs and bunga¬ 
lows,* flue llovvdashed clejiliaiits, gay ba¬ 
rouches and tiiliuries ■, and on the whole it 
seems a second Galeuita. 

“ »\nd now, dear mother, witli love and 


' Garden l»oosc'# 
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good wishes to every one of tny beloved broth' 
ers and sisters, and more gratitude to yourself 
and my excellent father than J liave words to 
express, I must Say farewell,” bic. See. 


CHArTrKR Vlli. 

Henry rccallc<l to Ucn.N'i. U»o armv al Rangvion. 

Writes to his slsttTS. C'aijscs of the Ihirtm ;»(• avjh . 'J’he 
King'. Invasion of Raiigoou, anti its cviicimihni. tVotOiyio 
European settlers. Grand Pagotia J)^stI•es^ of Ihitish 
troops for forage aucl provisions. Attack ef a Hii‘T r4 !aietl. 

The wishes of Henry to see st.rrice were 
fulfilled very soon after the writing of this let¬ 
ter, and in a manner which brought him ac¬ 
quainted with all its worst features and most 
trying circumstances. He had expected to 
be attached to one of those armies which, 
about this time, were directed against the 
Burmese territory in the more southern parts ; 
but he had the satisfaction (for such he felt it) 
of being recalled to Bengal, and sent willi a 
reinforcement to Rangoon, then in the pos¬ 
session of Sir Archibald Campbell, from 
which place, about four months after the date 
of the last, he addressed the following letter 
to bis sisters. 
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"nuAr. iniir.f-, 

“ 1 !iin now :i solilinr in good earnest, and 
it is iny |)ri(ie lo say J liold a cointnission ; 
■.lit lie not figure ill j oiir minds brother Henry 
■s a gay young lellow in a dasliing uniform, 
.trutiing with an air on parade, or singing at a 
less-table. If)on saw me, and many better 
ihaii me, in oiir pre sent' fjiiarlors, you would 
ihinh ns I'ai' more ol.jeets of pity than pride, 
am! wond'.r -a here all the grandeur and beauty 
v.hli li we e inneei w ilh ideas of Jndia had 
flown, — fur oiir ai'pearance is deplorable 
enoiis,h. 

“ Ib.t \on know, (d'eoiirse, little or nothing 
of ns in onr w«r ; so get your maps, look out 
for tin' vast possessions of the soverergn of 
Ava or Ihirinali. wliicli yon will find con- 
tignons to those of the Eas.t India Company 
on one. side, Siam on anotber, and Cliina on 
llic reriiaitider, and, liaving done tliat, you 
will be able to go on with me in accounting 
for my pre.sciil situation. 

“ Tlic King of liurinali is absolute, and be 
rules ihroiigli llic medium of several oflicers 
not less despotic than himself; and who, 
knowing they are liable to be ebanged or de¬ 
stroyed at bi.s pleasure, without trial or appeal, 
use the little day of their jiower to oppress 
the people by the most cruel exactions,,and 
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are altogether a scl of very dcs-pieablc jieu- 
pie} for if they were toleiMhly good nhen 
raised to power, they soon heeoinu bad fiom 
this exercise of it. 'I'liej iia\c no caste 
among.st them as the Hindoos have, nor are 
they by any means so bound to a ilegiadine, 
idolatry as they aic, so that tliej aie a more 
liberal-minded people, and seem abo to 
me naluiaily j«)od-nsliiicd and courageous 
and clever. AH (hat is wrong about 
them is caused by their got eminent, which is 
really as bad as can be ; and in piopoition to 
its tyranny and folly at home, it is insolent and 
encroaching towards its neighboiiis. 

“ So far as 1 can learn, this same King 
committed first one oflence and then another 
against us, till it eoiild be borne no longer, 
and it was thought right just to show him what 
British India could do by wav of making him 
keep his distance. 'J'liat be was a powerful 
, enemy to the Siamese was well knowni; but 
it was certainly not appielicnded that, however 
^ great his resoiirees might he, he could at all 
’ resisf well-organized and hiate troops, led by 
so great a commander and such experienced 
' officers as ours; and tliereforc, w hen last 
season we sent out an expedition against him, 
it was the universal opinion that this boasting 
King and his flattering eourtiers would very 
soon be taught good behaviour ; which was all 
that our government desired of them. 
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“ For ihis purpose several regiments from 
Madras and Hciigal set sail from Calcutta, 
and in due time reached Rangoon, which was 
considered a place of great importance, and a 
kiiiil of kc}' to the empire. Very little oppo¬ 
sition was made to their landing ; but it was 
found that the place was in fact a poor, mean 
town, the inha!)itants of which were already 
driven out into the neighbou»ing woods, taking 
with them whatever it was possible for them 
to carry, and destroying whiitever could be 
Hscftd to their invaders. Our people were, 
certain that they had had no expectation of 
such visitants, within a very few hours of their 
arrival in the Rangoon river ; yet with won¬ 
derful celerity, by the firing of beacons and 
the despatebing of messengers, they had stic- 
cceded in evacuating the town, in seizing all 
its Euro|)ean settlers for the purpose of putting 
them to death, and in securing the women 
and children of the inhahitants as hostages for 
the good conduct of the men, every one of 
whom is in case of emergency hound to the? 
duties of a soldier by the law's of the country, 

“ The poor Europeans were, however, 
saved, not from j>ity, by their chiefs, but. 
fear, — lest we should retaliate the like ven¬ 
geance ; and they were found bound in a pa¬ 
goda, where they liad been many Irours ex¬ 
pecting death, the barbarians frequently sj^arp- 
ening tlleir instruments of e.xecution before 
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their eyes. I vvisli I hail hcoii tluTO at that, 
moment when they wm e liheiuleil ! but 1 will 
not comjtlaiii, lor 1 have had quite enough ol 
Rangoon, and ought to pity tlin.'se who liavc 
had more of it. 

“ The town is all bifilt of wood, and has a 
wooden fortification or stockade all round it, 
■SO that it is rendered close and unhealthy, and 
one cannot see tli,p line ;-ivcr which is its only 
beauty: 1 ought, ce: tainly, to except the 
Grolden Dagou I’agoda, which is a very strik¬ 
ing object—it stands upon a conical hill, sev¬ 
enty-five feet above the road, and is itself 
three hundred and thirty-eight feet high, sur¬ 
mounted by a cup made of brass, forty-five 
feet high. The whole is richly gilded, and 
produces an efiect 1 have not seen equalled in 
any place which I liaveyet visited, Being really 
a magnificent object. 

“ It was soon found, that altliougli no body 
of troops advanced against onr invading army, 
thb enemy were by no means contemplihlo 
in their means of defence ; which was uni¬ 
versally that of evacuating every town and 
village where supplies of food or forage could 
have been obtained, driving the inbabitarits 
into the neighbouring forests, and tlicre em¬ 
ploying both men and women in forming stock¬ 
ades (wbicli you would call wooden casilos) 
from which to annoy us in all direct/ons. 
Now, “as our people had no proviskms, as 
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these parlies were so formed that they de¬ 
scribed a perfect though distant cordon round 
Rangoon, and you must remember that in 
Miss Edgeworth’s excellent story of the ‘ Bar- 
rii:^ Out,’ heroes fuU and heroes fasting ar^ 
very dill’erent persons,—you must see that 
siifterings from disease and want, as well as 
Iroin the irruption of concealed parties, soon 
placed our handful of gallant troojts in a very 
distressing situation. 

“ Of toiirsc ;dl ibis would have been fore¬ 
seen and jjfovided against, if we had not been 
misled by I'alse information, which gave our 
Government to understand that the people 
here were discontented, and would be glad to 
escape from tlte oj)pressive g;overnmeiN under 
which they lived, in consequence of con¬ 
quest ; and also that the Siamese would not 
fail to render us aid in retrenching the power 
of so bad a neighbour. Neither of these ex¬ 
pectations was realized : the inhabitants were 
too wlU guarded by their masters ; the Sia¬ 
mese loo much afraid of joining the weaker 
side to venture on assisting us: and it is cer¬ 
tain the Court of Ava laughed at our advan¬ 
ces, and held us as a band of enthusiasts, who 
could only annoy those poor subjects whose 
properties and lives are wholly without value 
in their sight. 

“Weknow, indeed, that his Majesty'said 
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* he wolilii take siicli incufiiics’ that the Kng,- 
lish sliould not picveiil tlio women of llaii- 
gooii from <-()okiiig ilieir rice ; Inii ilioiigli mis¬ 
taken in this, lie .soon covered the river Irra¬ 
waddy with war-hoats and arms, and succeed¬ 
ed in tlic plan of defence and annoyance 1 
have described : whether he can do more, 
and present similar means at every halting- 
place, I know not ,■ hut since reinforccintaits, 
though not large ones, have arrived, and the 
rainy season is past, 1 am sure our brave gen¬ 
eral will push on, — e,specia!iy a.s i liave the 
satisfaction of saying, tliat we liave never yet 
advanced u|)on one of tln-ir stockades withom 
taking it, and the kind way In whicli we treat 
all the poor wTolchcs we lind L'lere, ennno; 
fail to have a good eflect, and ensure us tlie 
confidence of the peojde. 

“ I must conclude this letter wiili an anec¬ 
dote of an accident which ha|ipcneil before 
1 loft Uengal, but whicli the important eirciini- 
stance of my removal had led mo nearly to 
, forgot. 

“ Wc were encamped in a juiifile to halt 
for a day’s rest, when our little company' was 
thrown into nlariii by the inforniaiioii that a 
tiger was Dear us,— as the body of a native, 
killed and partly devoured, had just been 
found by a soldier. Two officers instantly 
arose) and, calling two or three men, propos¬ 
ed to go in search of the monster ; and 1 ini- 
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medialcly litggcd lo join them, taking the 
arms m'cos.sary lor iho purpose. Wc were 
attciuled by three natives of the infantry (be¬ 
sides a piqncl-giiard of l'hiro])oans,) because 
tl'.cy understand the liabiis of lliis ferocious 
animal, and arc qufck in detecting liis Jair»;' 
and W'c had jiroceeded but a very little dis¬ 
tance wlnm one of them gat e the alarm, and 
Captain-, to wkom I vas speaking, imme¬ 

diately pointed out tome w bat ap|)earcd like 
tbe brigl!l twinkling of I\m) glov.-\rorin.s, from 
some brn.'hudod opposite. ! u;is instantly 
aware tliese were tlm gl.'irin;: eyes of the tiger, 
hut, not seeing bis buge c tucase, did not feel 
the terror it was well calciihiled to inspire ; 
and thougli, 1 prepared lo lire, yi I I foolishly 
wished he would have eome out :ind made 
sport for us, — whcit just as my jticce went 
off, the creature sjuuiig from ilic .sjiot where 
he la)-, and tit one bound vaulted clean over 
iny head (being oti higlier ground than that 
we occupied) and seized on one of the native 

troops just behind me. Ca))tain-, with 

admirable presence of mind, instantly tunica 
and lodged the rontunls of his jiiccc in the 
body of the tiger, w ho fell dead u|)on his vic¬ 
tim. There was a bail found in the animal’s 
shoulder, which wo thought must have been 
mine, and had perhaps caused that treraen- 
doiis spring which cost the poor man jiis life. 
On examining him, we found the bones of his 
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skull literally crushed by the fangs of the ti¬ 
ger : — uoinmend me to fifty' Burmese rather 
than one of these gentry ! So far as 1 can 
learn, the woods around us are not infested 
by them, nhich is a great comfort : farther 
up they are known to he nuinetuus. 

“I will write hy e\ cry possihh* conveyance, 
and can truly assure you that I am in health 
and spirits, and full »r hope', for the success of 
this my first cainp-u^u. So adieu ! ^Vith 
love to all,” fc^c. iic. 


OllAPTER LX. 

a 

. Account ttf Jho IJurmosi M ai ctintinuctl An En»f)dss> 
Attack on Kcirnnajidint SituKtido taken. I'eopic ot Kau 
Igoon return. Uoiidoola's bc\c ril\, Ac 

[rVo//i Ifenry to his r(ithtr.\ 

‘ MY DLVU I Mill K 

“ SiNt E I wrote to my sisters from Rau- 
^on, several important changes have taken 
place, which 1 well know will interest you; 
and therefore I shall proceed to gi\e a sort 
of journal-likc detail of our affairs in this 
quarter. 

“ In the first place, w e have had two* great 

• The "nobles of Buimah .uc sijicil Woiigecs, auU 
Woondoths. 
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mini lioiii ihcrouil; wlio, uilli ininli stnto 
mill ciiiiK; iloivn liorc In siiy, ‘ VVliy 

arc yon conic lien; wlih .slii|).s and .soldiers ?’ 
and to |)roU'ss ‘ iiii^lity urciu roj;iird lor our 
liiini; and nation lint \mj very soon Ibnnd 
that their whole de?*,rn was to amuse our 
chief and i;ain timo for rallying their forces 
and |inllin:^ into exee.nlion the biiij;nlar threat 
ol driviii'^ n.s into tlie^^sea. •• In coll.^e^JuollCO, 
Iioslililios reeoiiiinenced on tlieir de|iartiirc, 
and we made biicre-,-.iu! Mdlie.s on many stock¬ 
ades in the le i iiii I 11 ii'.-od ; and artervvard.s 
jiroeeedcd to !ve.iim indiiie, where it hapiicn- 
ed liiat we killed one of tin; de|intic.s. Wo 
knew him h\ tin- a'h ein tndi, or ninhiella, 
which di-stinaiij.^iies tlie at cat mcii iiere. The 
onciny certainly were neither idle nor coward¬ 
ly, hut they siiiii.'i'ed 'greatly ; and onr success, 
not only in Utkina: Kcmmandiiie, Imt ili.sahliiif; 
mimcruiis stockades, |)n! ns in s|)irit.s, not- 
withstandiittr; thedibtte-s we uxjicricnced from 
our delicient stores. 

“ About tin; end of .Iniie, the enemy ap¬ 
peared not only to have recovered these dis¬ 
asters, hut to have gained a "t eat aceos.sion of 
force, which wa.s evidentlx directed aaaiiist us 
at Rangoon. E\ery jnngic seemed instinct 
witli life ; and constantly ao iniich noiae and 
spit it a|>parontly aeeonipnnyi ig their move¬ 
ments.-that there was somtthing at once c-iiri- 
ous ant! a'wful in considering how vast a body 
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were directing their energies to one point, 
against so small a one as we presented. 

“ Tlie great Pagoda was our fortress, and 
occupied by a battalion of Europeans; and 
about mid-day, 1st of July, we saw the eaeiny 
come down towards it with great rapidity. 
They commenced firing with jingals and heavy 
arms ; but on the salute being returned by 
two fielJ-pieces,»their progress was cheeked ; 
and tlic Madras infantry, moving forward in 
the handsomest style, compelled them to a 
rapid retreat. This unkicky attac'. h' : been 
executed hy Sykia Wongee, who ' soon 
after re..al1nd in disgrace ; and the :‘ourt of 
Ava began to find they had no con'empable 
■neiiij to deal with. . 

“Soon after this repulse, we were, by the 
wise disposition of our force, enabled to attack 
Kummeroot, defended by Soomka Wongee, 
who was just sitting down to supjier when we 
arrived ; and though he at first merely order¬ 
ed his officers ‘to drive the audacious stran¬ 
gers away,’ yet he afterwards put himself at 
the head of his troops, with great bravery, but 
so much ignorance, that a general rout and 
terrible slaughter ensued. Woiigees and 
Woondockes, officers and men, either fled in 
all directions, or charged our men in the last 
fury of despair. 

‘kWe found this battle had been raofe fatal 
than wejiiad at first apprehended, y*et it did 
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not enable us to bring the enemy to terms; 
but we had the satisfaction of learning that a 
small expedition, under the command of Lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel Miles, had been attended with 
great success ; as he had not only taken sev¬ 
eral towns, but persuaded them to place them¬ 
selves under British jtrotection ; so that the 
inhabitants saved themselves at once from the 
many horrors the Burmese wereisufrcring, and 
afforded relief to our distressed troops. 

“ By degrees, indeed, a few of the former 
wretcluid iidiahiianis of liangoon returned ; 
and on finding (In.'ir houses still empty, and a 
kind ret'<;|riion ahvriys given them, they begun 
to be aw..rc that ue were their best friends, 
and exerleo llitTnseii es U- bring in pro\ isioii> 
for which «e always p.iid them a handsome 
price. Wf: found assistance, also, from the 
Carians ; who are a race held as the slaves 
of the soil, and ext’m|)ted from military duty, 
that they may he at liberty to till the ground. 
They arc treated with more than ordinary 
cruelty by tiieir go\ernors, and we continual¬ 
ly found their villages destroyed in the mere 
wantonness of oppression, since they were 
never likely to be occupied by us. Their 
cottages are generally planted on the banks of 
the Irraw'addy, the overflow of which, how¬ 
ever inimical to us, never seems to trouble 
them. Erach dwelling is perched, like- a 
cage, upon a pole, into which a few notches 
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are cut, to answer the purpose of stairs. 
They arc of course miserable dwellings, but 
well calculated for tlic safely of the inhabitants 
from the periodical deluges and the prowling 
tigers. They arc cpiiei, harmless crcwturcs, 
but of strong frames and greau>activity ; we 
frequently employed them in looking round 
the country for us, to ascertain the enemy’s 
positions and junibc«, anit always found their 
information correct ; and in no one instance 
could it be discoveicd that any report of our 
own nimibcrs or situation had been given by 
them. The poor creatures sold us their pro¬ 
duce, and fell the difierenec of bCii.;', lielped 
by us, and (leeecd Iry the Ihirmesc. 

“ 1 was now atlaclied to column which 
proceeded upon IVlojdiee, wlicrc we found tlie 
splendid mansion of Alalia liandoula, which 
was built for him when he was coming down 
to take us all captive at llangoon. Fi-om 
thence we went to Alcondnga, finding every 
where how’ destructive had been llandoula’s 
late march. Allies and miles of stockading 
showed how busy they had once been in pre¬ 
paring for our reception, and the tracks of 
elephants proved in different places where 
they had bivouacked. AVe ourselves were 
more like a marauding party of gipsies than 
an army of British men ; and often, when 
I cast my eyes round on the endles; p'lain or 
forest ^hich surrounded us, and looked upon 
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ihe daring few who traversed it, I thought, * Is 
it possible tliat we shall indeed march to the 
oapital of a great empire through a country 
laid desolate like this And as first one 
milita#}' achievement, jind then another, rose 
to my mind,^could not forbear thinking, ‘ Jf^ 
we carry our point, wo shall surely exceed- 
tbcdi all, ancient '(t modern.’ 

“At length we cnteied one of those mag¬ 
nificent forests of which you can in England 
form no idea, and which brought us to Som- 
za, which was evacuated at our approach, 
although the governor fired a volley to give 
the idea that he had fought us. This poor 
man, conscious that be should be condemned, 
sought to hid(? himself; but the Prince^of Ir¬ 
rawaddy, the king’s brother, entrapped him 
by sending him a prciciided letter of pardon : 
and whilst reading it, the messenger at one 
blow struck his head from his body. 

“ At Soomza the two native battalions came 
up to us, and we proceeded to Sarrawah, a 
populous town, and the head-quarters of his 
Uurmham Majesty’s war-boats, which had 
been used, it appeared, to convey all the in¬ 
habitants to the other side of the Irrawaddy, 
which is here from seven to eight hundred • 
yards broad. We did all in our power to as-' 
sure ^hem of protection but, impelled by 
their cbklfs, we soon saw them move from 
9 
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the banks of the river towards an extensive 
forest in the distance. 

“ It was the great object of oitr comman-* 
•der to occupy Pronie ; because at that city 
he could command the navigation on which 
depended our stores, now very /kinder ones. 
Whither Bandoula liad taken himself and his 
chiefs, we knew not; and por general anxie¬ 
ty was equal to the pecu'iiaritics of our painful 
situation. 

“ One morning, we were all delighted by 
the sound of a heavy cannonade, u hich, we 
did not doubt, arose from Biigadicr-general 
Cotton’s attack on Donoobew ; and in the 
.course of the next two days we were certain, 
from the flight of the natites, that something 
important had occurred, and wo pressed for¬ 
ward to ascertain facts on which so much de¬ 
pended. Alas! on the 11 th instant we learn¬ 
ed, to our great sorrow, that our troops had 
failed in their attack on that place, which 
could not be carried without a strong rein¬ 
forcement. In consequence we were obliged 
to retrograde, especially when, on examining 
our stores, it was found that actual starvation 
must be our fate if we proceeded towards 
Prome. 

“ On the other hand, to reach Donoobew 
we must cross the Irrawaddy, a wide and ra¬ 
pid river, without any means beyond'* a few 
canoes, pf/^rly unequal to convey artillery. 
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However, all wants were supplied by energy 
and perseverance :—rafts were construeted, 
stores embarked, and our men cheerfully en¬ 
countered, and happily triumphed over, all 
diffiwjlties. We crosged the river and push¬ 
ed on to >^cnzedah, where head-quarters' 
were cstabiillicd. 

“ From this ,^)lace 1 ^m enabled to send 
this letter, which^Svse* btgui> at Rangoon ; I 
wish I could have concluded it by an account 
of the fall of Donoobew, but hope to write 
from thence. Be assured, iny dear'Sir, th4t 
notwithstanding nty fatigues and privations I 
am in good health, and so much attached to 
my commander and brother-officers, as to be 
perfectly contented with my situation ; which 
is one which I am sure you would greatly 
prefer to those of former times, when a con¬ 
quering army went forth to ravage their little 
all from a ruined people, and returned to 
spend in idle luxury the fruits of their robbe¬ 
ry. Tax, far different has been the conduct 
of all engaged in this laborious expedition ; 
and, whatever may be its result, 1 trust you 
will never blush that your son was engaged 
in it. 

“ I am, my dearest parents,” &c. &»:. 

Scarcely had Henry despatched his letter 
by a*ccfiveyance with an Armenian merchant, 
when he was again called upon foy. exettion/ 
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as the army continued to move upon Donoo- 
bew, which they readied about the end of the 
week. They found its stockade extended a 
mile along the sloping bank of the Irrawaddy, 
composed of solid tcalt, beams, seventeen feet 
high, with numerous guns and parivels well- 
mounted, whilst the garrison waS protected by 
a number of well-contrived cv,cavations. 

“ Ah !” said Henfity'‘'to himself, “ this 
Bandoola has made better work here than we 
could expect! What can be done against 
this ?” ■ And the more he examined, the more 
formidable did the barrier appear. With 
their usual energy, the soldiers pitched the 
camp ; and although the enemy kept up a 
heavy fire on their first appe'Urance, it was 
observable that it ceased whilst they were 
thus employed. This circumstance happily 
excited suspicion; and when day declined, 
both our .officers and men anxiously endeav¬ 
oured to discover the cause of such an unnat¬ 
ural calm succeeding to the? first spirited at> 
tack. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Attack and of the Aicniy. Cruelty to tlictr men 

Arrival of the a '^lillas. War elephants employed. Ban- 
doola killed. Dou^bew taken, lubahitants gain confidence 
in the British. ProvisS^is procured. Another deceitful mes* 
sengcr. Superstition of tlS^'l^jaives. 

About ten o’clock at night, the loud war 
crjr of the enemy assured the British camp 
that their surmises had been just ; and the 
wearied soldiers seized their muskets and 
rushed out to battle with such good effect^ 
that although dte Burmese returned often to 
.the charge, they were always repulsecr with 
great-loss, whilst we had only three men kill¬ 
ed and twenty wounded. 

The following day it was evident that they 
were endeavouring to repair their ttiisfortunes, 
and the Burmese governor (as usual) was de¬ 
priving those unfortunate"men of their heads 
who had' failed in efiecling his wishes, such 
being the general conduct of the state. On 
the 27th, to the great joy of our Indian army, 
their flotilla was seen in full sail up the river, 
and the enemy of course came out in consid¬ 
erable force, and were with equal spirit met 
by o«c iavalry. Henry was exceedingly 
9* 
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pleased lo see this moruitig, for llie first time, 
what lie considered a regular specimen of In¬ 
dian warfare, as seventeen war elephants, 
fully caparisoned, and bearing their full com¬ 
plement of armed menj advanced in the most 
majestic manner. 

It was curious to observe tlwi' wise conduct 
of these animals, which wcrc,viict by our horse 
artillery, and heldly ci^rfiied. Their riders 
were nearly all shot ; and when they found 
themselves no longer under guidance, each 
tamed back, and walked to the fort with the 
utmost composure. During the heavy caa- 
DOpade that took place at this time, a Bur- 
Jftese ofliccr being killed at his post, his com¬ 
panions forsook it ; on which 'die Bandoola, 
stepping down to the- spot, severed two of 
their heads from their bodies, and ortrored 
them to be stuck up on the spot, “ to encour¬ 
age the othej^s.” 

Several days now passed without any thing 
decisive occurring; but on the second of 
April, a Lascar who had been a prisoner in 
jthe fort, ran out, and declared “ that Ban- 
Jdoola was killed, and that the garrison had 
fied in the night ; and very little farther en¬ 
quiry proved the truth of this report. It ap- 
'peared that the Bandoola went into his ob- 
i«ervBtory the morning before, and hy down 
upon a couch to give some orders to his 
Imefs. ^ i^t this moment the English began to 
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Uirow bombs, and one fabiiip; near to the 
Wongec, burst, and killed him on the spot. 
His body was instantly icinoved and burnt; 
but as soon as his death was known, the sol- 
dicrsirefused to fight under any oilier com¬ 
mander, a'^ cv('iy indi\idu<d liad fled, but* 
yet with giea\silenrc—a circumspection hon¬ 
ourable to theinviirudence. 

The cruelties o'ftB»^rh ftlali.i Handoola was 
gnilty, rank him with Ali 1’acli.i, but lie must 
be allowed to have bcc u a clever and t oura- 
gcous man. Dunoobcw, where he had de-* 
dated ■“ he woidd couquei or die,” now fell 
without fartlici ‘^ti iiugle into the hands of the 
British force, whieh lost no time in returning^ 
to the positron it h.ul left on the v. ay to 
Piome After passing jiialicc, Serubuen, 
&c. they readied Iliiddadoo, I’lom which 
Henry despatched the fol'owing letter: — 

[Jhnry’s litttr to /i/s brother Juhtu\ , 

IlEAlt JOIIK 

“ We have at length reached one place in 
this wide country, where theie is a beautifuli 
landscape, bounded in the distant horizon Djr 
the mountains of Arracan. Yesterday even¬ 
ing we had an elderly roan from Protne, in 
the character of a diplomatist, who told our 
chiet, that his court was frightened ^ut 
its wjits, and vve might do what we please#. 
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with them.” He was however a little tipsy : 
but he was attended by two attawwoons or 
counsellors from the court, who testified to 
the King’s desire of making peace. 


PrMfru, May 28. 

“ The above messenger, y(ic all other 
Burmese deputies, jiroved, false one, who 
only sought to 'dereivb ^is until they should 
have gained a sufficient force to defend 
Prome, or induce us to abandon our inten¬ 
tion. He did not however carry his point ; 
for, being impatient to proceed before the 
setting in of the rainy season, we'pushed for- 
|Ward, and had for some time a most beautiful 
country around us, washed by the magnificent 
Irrawaddy. On the twenty-fourth we arrived 
at Daringa-boy-ah, from whence we saw the 
heights of Prome, and our flotilla lying at an¬ 
chor close Ky the town ; and now we had 
again a messenger to talk about peace, but 
'we had no doubt this embassy was as treach- 
iWrous as the rest. All the higher ranks among 
^tbis people arc insincere and dishonourable : 
jkhey seem to me to think clever lying an ac- 
^gal virtue. 

(Sir Archibald Campbell, convinced of 
ItbUr tfeacbery, marched forward towards 
'Meaday, but, the rainy season commi&nc^ig, 
turned hack to Prome, where we are estab- 
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lished in winter-quarters, just as you are be¬ 
ginning to make hay and enjoy your summer. 
The utmost care lias been taken to sooth'e 
and encourage the inhabitants to return, wBo 
bad fled to the jungles, or been driven away 
by their ci5k;l's ; and I rejoice to say they are* 
now pouring W from every quarter, bringing 
their families, d^tlc, and property with them. 
Every where thejTsfr-*d their .houses unoccu¬ 
pied, good offers made for their produce, and. 
perfect safety for their persons, which they 
never have enjoyed under tlieir own govern**^ 
ment. When we contrast our present Jiitua- 
tion—in a good town, with an exceileoft, ba-. 
zaar, plains covered with cattle in its peigb- , 
bourhood, and a confiding population around 
us — with our situation at Hangoon, wfe can¬ 
not be sufficiently thankful for the chauge. 

“ At homo, I find the lJurmese (accustom¬ 
ed to military habits and conslaiu depreda- 
tiofi) is but an idle fellow, and iiiSmed to his ' 
wife, for much of the labour necessary to his; 
station ; but he is extremely temperate, and^ 
of course his wants are easily supplied. Theyl 
have little religion, but much superstition ^ 
and it is said, that the grunt of an elephan^ 
will set aside the most serious deliberation of* 
state. They have a corps termed ‘ Invulner-*’ 
able’ in/their army, some of whom were fond 
of dancing in the most ridiculous manner on 
the sitockades, by way of defiance to our’ 
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guns ; and, although the poor rogues too of¬ 
ten found they were not invulnerable, no soon¬ 
er was one shot than another was found ready 
te exhibit the same folly. 

“ Whether they will find means to ••enew 
the war soon, or permit us to on to Un- 
nierapoora when the rainy'seascj subsides, we 
"iiave yet to learn ; at presej.!, they continue 
to treat as with ,that co 4 iis<.,pt it is no part of 
John Bull’s character to bear. Whatever 
occurs, depend upon hearing it from your af¬ 
fectionate brother,” &z.c. 


CHAPTER XI. 

Great force collected by the Burmese King. Auotlier 
Embassy. Henry's description of it. An Armistice grant* 
ed. Treachery of the Burmese. Hostilities recommenced. 
Three GeD*»rqiU. Three Ladies. Attack and total rout of 
Uie enemy. 

The disposition of the Burmese King not 
lubjecting him to feel for the distresses of his 
subjects, and the flatterers around him con¬ 
tinuing to uphold in him the belief of his 
eventual success, he now exerted himself to 
the utmost in procuring forces from the pro¬ 
vinces bordering on China, where (being per¬ 
fectly ignorant of the state of the war) Ahey 
Blighf be easily imposed upon. Such was 
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his anxiety to procure soldiers, that he actual¬ 
ly paid them a bounty, a thing hitherto utterly 
unknown: and it was certain, that in every 
other way he also sought to draw sudi a force 
arouni^ his capital, as would not only protect 
that city, bu'ftannihilate those who presumed 
to besiege it ; llnd before the end of Septem¬ 
ber, the British became aware that the 
whole collected powCT^'f the hJinpire was put 
in array against thciir. 

In the beginning of October, the head-fjuar- 
ters of our army were established at Meady, 
from whence a inission was despatched to the 
King, pointing out tlie ruinous coiisequeDces 
to himself of prolonging the war. In answer 
to this, he des*|)atched a complimentary mis¬ 
sion, who said they came “ to speak’good 
words,” and to say, “ the King also had a 
desire for peace.” 

Two British officers were tlien degjoatched 
to the Kee Wongee, or prime minister, and a 
meeting, duly authoiizcd by both parties, was 
agreed upen ; and on the day appointed the 
commissioners, with their proper guards, were 
encamped upon the plain of Neaun-ben-zeik, 
about a mile ' distant from each otlier. Of 
this curious meeting Henry gave the follow¬ 
ing account to his sister Selina. 

“ I wish, my dear girl, you could have 
seen I'ae meeting which took place yesterday 
belw'eda the Wongees of Ava and Sir Atji^ti*- 
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bald Campbell and his staff. The Burmese 
mission cousisted of fifteen nobles, arrayed in 
most splendid couil-drcsses, and with gold 
chains indicating their rank. Kach party was 
encamped about a mile^froin the other, and af¬ 
ter various preliminary pointsJ'.ud been ad¬ 
justed, both parties leaving ca^ip at the same 
moment met in front of tliu sonfcrcnce-house, 
when they shoo'k liandiTin’ the most amicable 
manner. It was a splendid and imposing 
sight, and in its own nature interesting, as the 
'prelude to that peace which would put an 
end io so many miseiies ; but they are such 
cheats, that really even now I do not believe 
are in earnest. When their flourish of 
friendship was over, they walked into the 
house,*and sat down with great gravity on a 
row of chairs, opposite to that which was oc¬ 
cupied by the British oflicers, which, being a 
kind of seat they had never used before, was, 
1 doubt ndY, a very unpleasant penance. 
Tbey used many expressions of regard, ‘ could 
not imagine,’ (the innocents!) ‘how two such 
enlightened nations had happened to mistake 
each other, but begged to defer till the_ next 
day all particular business, in order that they 
might become better acquainted with their 
new friends.’ 

“ Well, next day Sir A. Campoell told 
them.all his complaints, and his instructimis as 
to ptwuing his plan of operations. In theer an- 



THE TOCNG cadet. 


100 


swer, they told lies, and laughed when they 
were found out, and at length begged ‘ an 
armistice of twenty days, in order to lay eve¬ 
ry particular before their king.’ It was very 
evident to_ our people that this conference 
would lead to no immediate peace ; but they 
rejoiced in hav^^g a clear communication with 
the court, and esjkicially in an opportunity of 
proving to the Burm^e sovei^ign tlieir own 
probity and resolution. 

“ These important diplomatists dined with 
Sir Archibald Campbell, and really proved 
themselves a shrewd, intelligent party, from 
the manner in which they observed and imi¬ 
tated the actions of the British ; whilst in 
their conversation equal pains were taken to 
class the two great and civilized nations to¬ 
gether ;— mighty civilized truly, to drive 
their poor women and children into the 
woods, and force them to work a^ -stock¬ 
ades. I must do them the justice, however, 
to say, that although they eat of every thing, 
they were very temperate with regard to wine, 
which I am certain they were longing to in¬ 
dulge in, for all the Burmese like their glass 
when they can get it. They departed ex¬ 
pressing strong desires for peace, but we all 
doubt the truth of their professions. As I 
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cannot send this letter at present, I shall put 
it by, and tell you how we go on.” 

****** 

In eonfifiuaiion. 

“ As soon as we returned U Prome, infor¬ 
mation was given us from all'^pjarters of the 
irruption of numerous baiiii’s of Burmese upon 
the line of demarcation ; and wlien, towards 
the end of the armistice, (during which they 
had been plundering, burning, and laying 
waste in all directions,) we remonstrated on 
such conduct, the only answer they made was 
this : ‘If you wish for peace, you may go 
away ; but if you ask either money or terri¬ 
tory, fto friendship can exist between us ; — 
this is Burmham custom !’ 

“ You will readily conclude, Selina, that it 
Vf&s Dot^ British evsfom lo take this answer^ 
so, on receiving it, we began to advance on 
Mead ay. 

“ All around the country the enemy were 
now in motion they had not asked for the 
armistice for nothing, but having made good 

f : of their time, were coming upon us in 
Be divisions, commanded by Sudda Wosa, 
Kee Wongee, and Malta Netniow, an old 
perienced general, with aulhoritj for the 
genfral direction of the army. These chief¬ 
tains^ conducted more than forty the usand 
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men, besides having for their aid a great num¬ 
ber of tvar-boats, and in their rear ten thou¬ 
sand men as a reinforcement, under the king’s 
brother. Prince Mcniiaboo. 

“ What a force to o])|(os(7. us ! it was like 
the array Sfmen, horses, and dogs, to hunt a 
poor hare — n^farther can the comparison 
hold, for we likd no hare-like properties. 
Our only object w®.**to meef the enemy in 
battle ; but this is the last object of Burmese 
warfare ; they would not meet so we were 
obliged to seek tlic.m. 

“Maha JVemiow's corps took post at Wat- 
tygorn, from whicli Colonel Rl'Dowall sought 
to dislodge them ; and r>a this occasion they 
certainly did tiieet our troops, and grieved am 
1 to say this gallant officer lost his valuable 
life ; and althongli his troojts effected their 
retreat, the Burmese, cinholilened by this suc¬ 
cess, became formidable in character as well 
as numbers. This commander sVaa'a clever, 
wary old fellow ; and whilst be pursued the 
old trade of stockading, fearful of losing the 
reputation he had gained, Sudda Wosa, on 
the opposite bank, was equally busy. Day 
never rose without showing some new work j 
batteries and entrenchments rose on every 
side }• thejy considered us as fish in a net, yet 
they dewmined there should not be a loop¬ 
hole ’eft fiSr our escape. 

“ The corps of Maha Nemiow was com- 
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posed of the choicest men, headed by Cho- 
bwas and petty princes, and, what was exceed¬ 
ingly curious, accompanied by three young 
handsome women of liigh rank, considered by 
their superstitious countrymen (p-ho lire the 
constant dupes of astrologers and omens) to 
be endowed with the gifts y' prophecy and 
the miraculous power of iurning aside the 
balls of the English, 'j'tie sight of these wo¬ 
men always brought to my mind the heroines 
of Tasso’s Jerusalem Delivered. They were 
fine Amazonian figures, and dressed in war¬ 
like costumes, rode constantly among the 
troops, seeking to inspire them with courage 
and contempt towards a foe to whose power 
as yet they were strangers. 

“ On the 30th November we made a suc¬ 
cessful attack on the Kee Wongee’s position, 
and 1st December enabled the Forty-first, 
and Eig^'tv-ninth regiments to come into ac¬ 
tion with great effect. You would not un¬ 
derstand me even if 1 were to tell you our 
particular movement; but you will form some 
idea of the awful scene when I say, that, de- 
i^ite of a most furious cannonade, we suc- 
fedod in forcing their raniparts; after which, 
f was terrible confusion, as the battle be- 
be pent up as it were in th^ir own I'nclos- 
ure,,«pd Destruction was lord oT the day. 
Tbi^4Dilobwas (mostly grey-headed/men) 
sbowe'dij* noble example, and 'Ite Itlarless 
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Amazons still rode about clieering the men ; 
whilst their veteran general, unable to walk, 
was carried about in a gilt litter, from point 
to point, to direct the fire of his soldiers 
against their assailants. In pursuing this duty 
the old man" was killed ; but his attendants* 
bore off his bsnly, though many fell whilst 
engaged in this Juty. His chain and other 
insignia were afterw^fds foundT One of the 
fair heroines also received her death-wound 
from a bullet in the breast : the moment she 
was recognized our soldiers bore her off, and 
the poor creature expired in a cottage. 

“ Soon after, another of these invincible* 
ladies was seen flying from the explosion of 
a shrapnell ; •but whether she was killed or 
only frightened, I could not ascertain? A 
complete rout followed : the army lately so 
powerful fled on every side ; and where 
death had not fixed bis victims on the spot, 
the jungles and forests ieceivetPlliom, and 
there is every reason to believe that those 
wbom the sword spared were overtaken 
by disease and death in their journey to a 
distant home.” 


' Shan. 



( 114 ) 


CHAPTER XII. 

Account continued Stockades taken flottUasuc. 

ceed« m capturing tlic stores. Ctoss the mcr and complete*- 
iy rout the eiicm>. 

[Letter in rotwHnuation.'^ 

“ OoR men had but short time for rest be¬ 
fore they were again called into action ; and 
whilst, in different columns, the Thiify-eightli, 
Thirteenth, and Eighty-seventh regiments 
were deliberately possessing themselves of 
two strong stockades, despite of a heavy fire 
from their summits, our flotilla succeeded in 
capturing ail the boats and stores brought 
^i^l^^for the use of the Burmese army. 

-JS^he defeat of the enemy on the Irra- 
v^aady»-’''s now complete; and so closely had 
our'success been followed on land, that the 
enemy was driven from point to point, and 
hill to hill, at the point of the bayonet, afld 
the corps of Sudda VVosa alone, of all this 
mighty array, remained unpunished. 

“ Betwixt us and this general lay a broad 
and rapid river, and so well had n i-managed 
his stockades, and the advi(htagei> of'-bis 
ground, that we could not discover/the situa¬ 
tion' of his men. On the monvnsr'of tlie 5th 
fwi» ni",needed, notwithstanding t J our dt^cul- 
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lies, in crossing the river, attacking the stock¬ 
ades, and, seconded by a cannonade from the 
men-of-war’s boats, soon drove them from 
their first line of stockades to the second. 
Following tliis advantage, we now found 
they were disheartened and confused, and the* 
second line of s^pkadcs was soon deserted for 
the jungle behind them ; into which, with 
terrible loss, they fled with amazing rapidity ; 
and it is certain that the nature of the ground 
alone enabled any to make good their escape. 

“ After this ‘great success, it became the 
decided intention of our general to push for 
the capital, and demand there that restituUon 
hitherto denied : but we were aware that 
Prince Meniiaboo lay at Melloone with fifteen 
thousand men, and that the defences of that 
place were stronger than any we had yet en¬ 
countered, so that we had much toil and la¬ 
bour before us. Yet had we alsgjj,'".ny en¬ 
couraging cwcmistanccs :. our journey was 
yet three hundred miles long, but we had a 
stock of provisions equal to two months’ con¬ 
sumption ; the natives were universally our 
friends ; and our officers, no longer subjected; 
to the fatigue of walking, were mounted off' 
P®S“.,Pf*P4«ich were by no means, my 

Ser^ •p]j(()per figures for a ball-room j 
JtaU we wtg lgj,ry different from the poor Ob'* 
jects Ve aj^j^iSed at Rangoon the seasoiw be¬ 
fore ; ^and amended state of jfFairs I 
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must leave you foi the present, having great 
need of rest, and an opportunity of despatch¬ 
ing my letter ;—so adieu, my dear sis¬ 
ter,” &c. &.C. 


CHAPTER Xjil. 

Henry’s letter ^ntinucs the journal. Meltomc. Watty- 
gOOB. No encifky seen but the ram. Join the Madras di* 
viiicHi at Tabboo. Horrible sight at Mcaday. A Hag of 
truce arrives. The Flotilla comes up ^ic river and is well re- 
cei^^. A new delegate. Their conference. More prevari- 
4»tion. Another victory. The Hnal battle, and peace made 
to great advantage. 

\IImry to his brother John."] 

* 

dxar JOHN, 

“ As I know that all my beloved family in¬ 
quire after the contents of my letters, and 
take interest in all my proceedings, I 

conclude that you are aware of otir last situa¬ 
tion when I wrote to Selina, and 1 shall pro¬ 
ceed in my journal accordingly. 

“ We now set out from Prome to Mellome, 
and, on our way to Wattygoon, saw neither 
man nor beast ; we found the stockades there 
unoccupied by the enemy, and that 

the corpses of the Sepoys k?^f ta^^our Ik*^’ 
successnil attack, were genar£?over,^ppived'of- 
theif heads, which have mose f <>S&ably:^been 
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forwarded to the capital. From thence we 
proceeded to Seezcngoa, encountering no 
enemy but the rain, which proved indeed a 
severe one, as, in addition Ho being compelled 
to wads through a jupgie of elephant grass 
fifteen or twenty feet high, it so deluged our 
men, that symptc.ms of severe disease speedi¬ 
ly attacked us. To add to our distress, we 
could not find one spot of offen ground on 
which to pitch a tent, and quantities of biscuit 
and rice were ruined by the wet. 

“ These, my dear brother, are indeed the 
worst hardships of a soldier, for they deprive 
him of that energy which subdues all other 
difficulties. 1 was myself, on this occasion, 
among the suTFerers ; and sorely did 1 feel 
the want of our home nursing, and old Mary’s 
toast and gruel : but 1 must not indulge in 
these recollections, nor will 1 now remember 
how my heart ached with comjia!«;'Mi to¬ 
wards those fine fellows, who had endured so 
much and fought so bravely, when l.saw 
them, with pale checks and shaking limbs, 
the efiects of cholera, again set out to 
march. 

“ In a short time we gained a dry pleasant 
ground, o;i .vh.ich we halted for our comrais- 
, =aj;tat. ■ 'j'lie tdace (Seindoop) abounded in 
anc* wejf encamped on a ridge of hills, 
eso thsK had every comfort, but etili 
Tot a creaturt’ ,Vas seen, the town being,evac- 
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uated and partly .uirned. We went thenct 
to Towkendine, where we found a piquet o 
the enemy; but they retreated as we ad¬ 
vanced, and we .proceeded uninolcbtcd tc 
Tabboo. 

“ Here we were joined Ity the .Madras di¬ 
vision, which we found had been suirerinf 
much from cholera ; but on our proceeding 
to Meaday, cur own recent sufferings wert 
forgotten in tlie terrible scene around us 
The ground was streived with the dying anc 
the dead ; the jungles were filled with dogs anc 
vultures, met to prey on the remains ; ant 
the pestilential smell rendered the whole 
scene still more horrible. Yet even here hat 
the detestable despotism of t.'ie governmen 
added new miseries to those of war, for w( 
found numerous gibbets on which the bodie.' 
of crucified victims were mouldering, wht 
had ,Jmcn thus exetjtitcd for circumstance 
they couiJ not control, and evils they conic 
not ^obviate. 

“ For more than fifty miles up the rivet 
similar scenes presented themselves, frou 
which we vainly sought to fly. We wer 
then constrained to remain, as we had n 
longer any beef, and it becanBS- nccessar}' t 
halt, and seek that supply from tSr'ha 
rassed and wandering nativits, vthicli tV ’ 
alone could furnish us with. >^last! we w'eY 
pfeversing a wilderness from u bich n ankin 
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appeared to have fled ; little camp of 
two thousand appeared but as a speck in the 
wide deserts which surrounded us, apd not a 
head of cattle or a living thing seemed to ap- 
proaeh us, — we were isolated even in socie¬ 
ty ; and, but that an ocCasional shot from the 
river reminded us of our aid from that quar¬ 
ter, we should have felt our situation still 
more oppressive. 

“ On the twenty-sixth instant, a flag of 
truce was once inoi e sent to us, after we bad 
travelled one hundred and forty miles, with¬ 
out coiuinunication with an iidiabitant, on the 
once populous banks of the beautiful Irra¬ 
waddy. 

“ I'wo oflicoiis visited Alelloine to arrange 
a meeting with the new' negotiator, but4hey 
did not succeed in making any agreement. 
The division moved forward to Patanagb, a 
town opposite to Mcllonie, on the other Jrank 
of the river, where they found a gih'pagoda 
erected to the ineniofy of JMaha Bendoola. 
Under the stockade a large fleet of war-boats 
and craft of every description lay at anchor j 
and in an instant ‘the sound of gongs, drums, 
and warlike instruments-drew our attention ; 
whilst crowd® of boatmen were seen running 
in all directions. The flotilla, led by the 
lliti'na stearn-veiel, was now seen passing by 
tiie enejny’s works, without a shot being fired 
on eithdr side, and soon after two gilt war- 
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boats pushing olt received the Diana with 
every honour. 

“ At length, then, there did appear a sin¬ 
cere desire for pcaee; and not long after, an 
appointment was made, and a new delegate 
from the King was met in the middle of the 
river, which was the place fixed upon for the 
conference. 

“ The couatenance of this man was cun¬ 
ning and keen, and contrasted strongly with 
that of the Kee Wongee who a'-.corapanied 
him, a handsome, frank, soldierlike man. In 
answer to our demand of one crore of rupees, 
this person, Kolein Menghi, replied, < In war 
the expense is not all on one side; we have 
expended immense sums, and our treasury is 
drained and exhausted and when told ‘ that 
every English soldier cost Government near¬ 
ly two hundred pounds, and that every one 
of tijg ships which went to Rangoon cost an 
immense ^m,’ he answered, ‘ I have been a 
merchant, but none of my vessels cost as 
much as you speak of; but whether or not, 
we cannot give what you ask ; we can give 
you a million baskets of rice, and fine trees 
from our forests ; but-we do not grow rupees, 
and therefore cannot give whaf ypu require.’ 

“ In this way the warj' negotiate parried 
every request of ours, and foi^ long meetings 
ant^ discussions took place, before aqy pbs- 
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and insolent aggressors sl^fping to downright 
begging in order to evade our demands : but 
at length all preliminaries were adjusted j the 
delivery of prisoners and the payment of the 
first installment of money agreed to. During 
this interva^a friendly •intercourse was car¬ 
ried on between the two camps ; notwith¬ 
standing which, we perceived that the enemy 
still kept strengthening their defences, as if 
they did not know whether the court would 
ratify the agiecment. 

“ On the seventeenth came three officers 
of state, (two Aitawooris and a Woondock,) 
who told our commissioners, that, owing to 
some mistake, the treaty had never reached 
Ummerapoorah,; which was such a glaring 
falsehood that our commissioners had no 
doubt some trcachury was imeuded. They 
next proposed to pay four lacks of tichals,* 
provided the lirilish would return to Projpe ; 
but this was positively refused ; next, tliey 
wished for a delay of six days ; but this also 
W'as refused ; and on the day following, as the 
armistice had expired, three of our officers 
informed the Wongees, that, as they had 
broken all their promises, at twelve that night 
hostilities woo'd recommence, and be persist- 


A ticbal iaralber inor« than a lupaa. 
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ed in until they aV«tped for their perfidy and 
deception. 

“ At that very hour, you may depend upon 
it, iny dear John, we were all on the alert ; 
every man was engaged in throwing,up bat¬ 
teries or landing the ordnance from the flotilla, 
which was all done during the night, and at 
eleven o’clock next morning tvventyTeight 
pieces of artiKery were firing upon them with¬ 
out intermission. 

“ The first Bengal brigade embarked be¬ 
low their stockade, and was carried on by the 
force of the current under all the fire of the 
place, before it could be assisted by the others, 
— poor fellows ! our very hearts ached for 
them ; but soon the other .brigades moved 
fort^ard to the assault with a steady courage 
that could not fail to strike the enemy, and 
in a very short time they all entered by es- 
calv^J^ and established themselves in the in¬ 
terior. 

“ How I wish, my dear John, you had 
been with us at that glorious moment, when 
this handful of gallant fellows was seen driving 
a dense multitude of from ten to fifteen thou¬ 
sand men out from a place of such prodigious 
strength as this stocakdc ; it was a victory to 
be proud of during one’s lifetime — when this 
was done, it is no wonder that, one aftej'an- 
okher, every stockade was forced. 
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ta the amount of betw 5 ,in thirty and forty 
thousand rupees was found,—a proof that he 
thought tile fortification irresistible. All his 
stud was likewise taken ; but the most curi¬ 
ous thipg found, and what puts their meanness 
and treacHfery beyond •nil doubt, was tbat'tlie 
treaty, in both its English and Burmese form,' 
with every other document, lay in the house, 
and had evidently never been forwarded to 
the King. 

" JMeiniaboo and his beaten army retired 
with all haste, and our commander prepared 
to follow him ; but he first despatched a mes- < 
senger with the treaty to the Kee Wongee, to 
show him that their tricks were detected. 
The Wongee |)olite!y thanked the comman¬ 
der, and observed, ‘ That in the husry of 
abandoning the place, a large sum of money 
also had been left, which he was sure the 
British general would soon take an opportunity 
of returning !’—Now was not that a capital 
Burmese joke 

“ Well, my boy ! once more we set for¬ 
ward, over ground worse than ever, and at 
length reached Zayman-gheouan, when the 
hopes we had indulged of the good ejects to 
be expected from our late exploit were realiz¬ 
ed. On the thirty-first came from the capi¬ 
tal, Doctor Price, an American missionary, 
Surgeon Sandford, and four oilier prisoners 
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King. You nevcr^aw such uncouth objects 
as these poor fellows : their hair had not been 
cut, nor their beards shaven, since they were 
taken. It seems they had been sent for to 
the Golden Palace, and asked to take^a mes- 
aage to the English •camp ; and' after many 
of their usual evasions, at length they were 
sent ; and after conversing with our comman¬ 
der, the delegates returned, in the full hope 
ojf concluding an advantageous peace. 

“ From all we could now learn, the King 
had been sincere in his desire for peace before 
the treaty at Mellome ; yet it was certain 
that the ill conduct of the Arracan chiefs, 
which caused the war, had the full sanction 
of his Majesty. We also learned that plans 
had been laid for the entire conquest of Ben¬ 
gal, which .Malta Bandoola undertook to ac¬ 
complish with one hundred thousand men. 
So certain were they of success in the prose¬ 
cution of this plan, that Bandoola actually 
inarched into Arracan provided with gulden 
fetters, in which the Governor-general of India 
was to be led captive to Ava. 1 am sure you 
would as little like the idea as myself, of our 
venerable Marquis wearing these Burmese 
bracelets. At the time we heard the news, 
it served us of course to laugh at. 

“ But our work was not yet done : we 
had the pain of learning that a detachment 
commanded by Colonel Conray at Zitoung, 
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had bepn worsted, and that good officer and 
another kilted : every* means was applied 
which could remedy this disaster, and we 
again proceeded towards the capital, which 
we understood was fortifying on every side. 
We also learned that ftfrty thousand men were 
assembled, and a new army raising, called* 
‘ Retrievers of the King’s Glory,’ which wa9 
placed undir a savage warrior called 
Woon-Breen, whioh has been translated 
variously, as ‘ Prince ol Darkness,’‘ ®Bg 
of Hell.’ 

“ On tite eighth instant we were told that 
this wariior ivas advancing* to meet us, ahd 
in the night our advanced-guard was met in 
the jungle by .a body of skirmishers, and a 
kind of running hgljt was maintained Mil we 
emerged into the open country, and discover¬ 
ed the Burmese army, from sixteen to twenty- 
thousand strong, drawn up as an in^ted 
crescent, the wings of which threatened our 
little body on either flank. Remember,’ John, 
we were not then two thousand strong, for 
sickness as well as fighting had thinned our 
numbers. Undismayed, our brave comman¬ 
der pushed boldly forward to their centre, 
which was vigorously and instantly overthrown, 
leaving the two wings separated from each 
other. The British column, following this 
advantage, pursued them to their wtjrks. 

I »* 
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whers they were 9c;ain routed with great 
slaughter, hundreds jumping into the river ; 
and, with the exception of between two and 
three thousand men, this great army was dis- 

e sraed on the spot; the general, Nee-JiVoon- 
^ reen, no sooner readied home th&n lie was 
‘erue% put to death by the King’s order. 

“ On the evening of the tliirtocntb,.Mr 
HfetlglMl and Mr^Sandiurd came once more to 
av^Dcetfaat the King a«d court had given 
hi'^'i^tthe last defeat bad deprived them of 
aU-iiope of a successful termination, and bis 
direct now was to make tlie best terms he 
could. According to custom, the Burmese 
prevaricated, delayed, and begged, but our 
commander insisted on compliance with his 
terms v Mr Price returned, and we ad¬ 
vanced. 

“ We now saw around us a most beautiful 


countEV, watered by the Irrawaddy, and 
adorned with evergreen woods and beautiful 
villages, to which pagodas, temples, and mon- 
efeteries, gave an air of grandeur, which, com- 
liHied with the beauty of the country, render¬ 
ed the landscape magnificent. 

** Such was the scenery which surrounded 
ns, and it was probably of the same descrip- 
tko the rbst of the way to Umtnerapoora. 
When at a distance of only forty-five miles 
from, that capital, we were met by Mr Price 
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and two ministcis of state, accompanied by 
the prisoners and Mr^Judson and his wife, 
iiniericaus. together with the stipulated sum, 
twenty-five lacs of rupees. So hero the war 
may said to have tcrrninated ; we obtained 
that whicS we Wad asWed, and were too hon¬ 
ourable to ask for more iu the hour of suc¬ 
cess, or to trample on those whom we had 
humbletl. 

“ I will not deny, my dear brother, 5 ,ttplt 
after having come so far, and achieved so 
much, not a few of us were sorry to go batek 
without seeing this proud capital, this ‘ Gold¬ 
en Chy,’ whoso riches many had doubtless 
wished to share. I am sure 1 had no desire 
for any part >af the spoil, still less did I wish 
to see any more of the miseries of wbi, for 
I grieve too much for the sufferers to increase 
what I had witnessed ; but I should have lik¬ 
ed to see the tyrant and his bloody raiq^ed, 
deceitful servants at our feet, I do confess. 

“ When I am older and wiser, I shall be 
undoubtedly content with all things as they 
now are, and rejoice in that we have subdued 
without utterly ruining our enemies ; for such 
was the tonclusion of our brave commander.. 
Were 1 to tell you half his good qualities^!« 
must write volumes, not letters my dear 
brother, he is alike brave and humane, wise 
and bold,—in short, a true Christian herp. 
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“ One thing rccQnciles me much to our 
proceeding no farther ; — it is the certainty 
that we should have found neither King nor 
people. No; tliey would have evacuated 
,tlia place, liave led us a dance, frojn one 
stockade to another, tiH the Ainy season had 
iet in, and our little force, unsubdued in spirit, 
but worn out with toil and sickness, must have 
pd on tho*soil they bad conquered, 
nd now farewell, my dear brother ; 1 
«ta«b<>ut to return to Bengal, where I shall 
probably be able in a shoit time to satisfy my 
great desire of travelling ; in which case, be 
assured, 1 will send you eveiy particular of 
my.observations. 1 long to visit the antiqui¬ 
ties of Decca, and, above all, lessee the won¬ 
ders of Klora. Nothing can exoecd^lie kind¬ 
ness of my superior officers ; indeed such is 
their consideration for in^ that, trifling as my 
^erAjfjns have been w hen compared to others, 
Zey are yet pleased to commend me, and my 
colonel is at this very moment writing to my 
father to that purpose. Adieu ! at Rangoon 
I shall perhaps find time to give Selina a few 
lines, after which you will not hear of me 
probably for some time, hut you will know 
thitul am collecting materials for your future 
iient. 

“ Ever truly yours, &c. 

‘•II. Delamerl.” 
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Henry 'vhlcs to his sistui. Ksrape from a Cobra*<i«% 
Capello. Arrival in Calcutta. Dauciu^^ g^irls. Dancing 
serpents. 


*' MY DEAR f-EMN 1, 


'' Calcutta. 


“ 1 KEcoLr.ECT .sayiiif; to my brother, in 
my last, that I tvoold u rite to you from Ran¬ 
goon, but it so lia|)|i('u(Hl that 1 was not called 
to the disagieeublii ta^k of remaining in that 
place, and 1 was so lortunate as to find wind 
and tide in nj) favour, and every thing con¬ 
spired to enable me lo (juil in comfort acoun- 
try I can never wisii to rc-eutcr. 

“ I must not, liimever, omit to mention a 
circumstance which occurred to me the very 
last morning 1 slept in camp, because l ^ow 
it will awaken in your kind heart the most 
sincere thanks to my Almighty Protector for 
my escape. 

1 had risen, and, as rny slippers were 
close to ray bed, had put my right foot into 
the nearest, when my servant came in to call, 
me. The man saw my loft foot protruded to¬ 
wards the other slipper, on which his eye was 
fixed, and in great terror he uttered a violent 
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cry and ran out of ibe lent to gain' assistance. 
In the first moment, i fsincicd the man was 
seized with madness ; but lo ! up rose from 
the slipper a Cohra-de-Capello (or hooded 
snake,) rearing its terrific head in nearly a 
.straight line, at less than two feet distance 
'from me, so that a single dart forward would 
have made me inevitably its victim. I scarce¬ 
ly dared to move, even for security ; and 
you have no idea, my dear Selina, what long 
hours even minutes appear in such a situation. 
Having no weapon of defence, no power to 
fly, without approaching iny enemy still near¬ 
er, all 1 could do was to watch bis motions, 
by fixing my eyes on the malignant stars 
which beamed in the head of this terrific 
creature. My power of doing this, was fast 
ebbing away, and 1 certainly experienced 
those sensations ascribed to fascination, when 
my/ailhful James returned with a Sepoy, who, 
armed only with a bamboo-cane, cleverly 
killed the snake in a moineut. 

“ I do not doubt but you know the form of 
this scourge of the Indies ; nevertheless, 1 
have made you a drawing of it, and also send 
you a bit of the skin, which is very beautiful 
, and curious. These creatures arc from three 
to eight feet long, and have two large fangs 
hanging out of the upper jaw ; the head and 
neck are covered with scales, and the eyes 
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are fiery. The one of which 1 have spoken 
was five feet only, ainf'had coiled itself very 
closely, as you may suppose ; but its bite 
would not have been the less fatal because it 
was y/juiig. 

“As \^e proceeded to Calcutta, I had aa 
opportunity of seeing the natives on that pSfl 
of , the coast between Saarn and Bengal. 
They arc totally different fitom any 1 have 
seen in Asia, being short, stiff, and hairy, and 
so uncivilized as to resemble rather the Hot¬ 
tentots of Africa than the inhabitants of Asia. 

“ They appeared avaricious, but not ill-na- 
Inred ; and altogether gave so very unfavour¬ 
able an impression of the human animal, as to 
be extremely, painful to the heart of one who 
wishes to love all his species. • 

“ After seeing these savages, and reflect¬ 
ing iipf)n the wiser, but perhaps the more 
hateful, (because deceitful and tyrannical,) 
des|)ols of Burmab, an Englishman mayT!& 
excused for exclaiming, in the language of 
M rs Barbauld — 

' Man is Uir nobler our realms supply, 

AikI iKiuls arc ripen’d ’iicaili our norliicru sky.’ 


“ Under those recollections you will not be 
jealous though I confess that i hailed Calcut¬ 
ta as iny dear hotnc ; that its white walls, 
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verdant environs, and noble river, afforded me 
even more deliji;l)t than ,vhen I first beheld it; 
for, if it l)ad then the charm of a new object, 
it has now the dearer face of a known friend. 
Besides, I had known danj^er, privation, dis¬ 
ease, since we parted, and it was n^ wonder 
ftfat I rushed to the friends 1 had left there, 
with the joy of a sick child to the lap of ,his 
mother. 

“ During my long absence, our venerable 
governor has returned to Euro))e, and many 
of my own acr|unintance are gone also. This 
is and always must bo among the trials which 
a resident ill a distant colony experiences. 

“ Last night, iiiy friend, Captain Richard¬ 
son, with his wonted kindness, look me with 

him to.the house of Sir-, where, for the 

first lime, 1 saw the celebrated dancing girls of 
India. I assure you, these ladies are persons 
of great importance, for they cost, when they 
Ufe’ a’good band, two or three hundred rupees 
a night, and will not go up the country for 
less than five hundred, vthich is sixty pounds 
of our money. They dress very splendidly, 
wearing silken -trowsers, over which there is 
a very showy, full petticoat, richly embroider¬ 
ed, which flies out in their whirling motions, 
and gives great effect. Their feel and ancles 
are bare, but the latter are ornamented with 
rows of small silver bells, which they move in 
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■cadence with their music; and they have also 
castanets in their hunfis, vvliich the)' manage 
very adroitly. There are generally four of 
these females, who alternately relieve each 
other^as they become exhausted with the fa¬ 
tigue of'’the (laiicu, that being rendered ex's 
tremely laborious from their custom of 
ing. with it. 1 assure you, iiothiug can be 
more graceful and agile than, the tactions of 
these women, who are generally very handr 
some ; indeed, if 3 ’ou e;in allow for the dark 
olive com[>lexiou, you would call them beau¬ 
tiful. 'I’beir line tresses of hair, perlunied 
and adorned with fragrant flowers, tlieir teeth 
of dazzling whiteness, sliow n between small 
coral lips of delicate form, togetlier with fine¬ 
ly modulated noses, soli yet brilliani eyes, 
and shapes of the most pliable and elegant 
ennstrnction, give them a right to this praise. 
WIten you can gel llnuii to dance to t [icir 
own soft voices, it is really di.lightful to Be¬ 
hold them ; hut, nnforltmatcly', they are al¬ 
ways accompanied by a pared of fellows who 
play tam-tams, a most execrable kind of little 
drum, vile guitars, and ahomFhahle cymbals, 
and add to these a most intolerable roaring 
out tvith their own voices. These fellows, as*' 
they proceed, become so enamoured of their 
own noise, that their exertions, their gestures, 
and profuse perspiration, are one momei\{ ex- 
12 



134 


the younc cadet. 


cessively ludicrous, tlie next disgusting ; they 
become absolutely corfrulsed, and make the 
most hideous grimaces you can conceive ; 
so that nothing in nature can be less accor¬ 
dant with the graceful or gay motions of the 
dancers, who certainly- merit a ver/ diifercut 
'ayi6 ofniusic. 

“ To-day 1 have witnessed a dance of a 
very different description, that of serpents. 
These terrible, beautiful, but to me dvtfxlable 
creatures, are caught and tamed by a '>ibe of 
musical ilincrnnls, who have the rv' ■ et of 
drawing them out of their holes, atebing 
them, and extracling tlie poison from them. 
Most probably the art is very ancient, for you 
know in the Psalms we read of t.ic ‘ deaf 
adderahat stoppelh her ear and win not listen 
to the voice of the charmer.’ i understand 
they use the tabor and pipe to drawn the rep¬ 
tile from his hole ; but how they contrive to 
‘reni^er him harmless, remains a secret to all 
but the initiated. So well do they manage it, 
that even the Cobra-dc-Capello will spread 
his hood,spring at his niaster,and actually draw 
blood by the bite he inflicts on the leg, and 
the man remain uninjured beyond the slight 
wound. .At another time a large serpent 
wound his muscular form round the man’s leg 
and thigh in the most terrific manner, but, on 
a particular tune being played, unloosed his 
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gripe, and, retreating tp his basket, indulged 
in a corufortablc naj), content with having 
earned his daily food. At the word of com¬ 
mand they will fight with each other, or per¬ 
form those various convolutions called danc¬ 
ing. Several genlle*mcn present adnyre^i 
their graceful movements, hut 1 must confess 
that it was to me a very disagreeable sight, 
and I was heartily • glad when the men and 
their supple proirgers were gone. JVJy own 
afi'air with ilie Cohra-de-f.'apello was much 
too r 'l'eiu r.r any of liis I’amily to he agree- 
ahie til my eyes. Besides, I really do 
think that all the serpent tribe are singularly 
hateful to man ; and 1 know many brave men 
who are decidedly of my opinion, and con¬ 
sider it niL. ■ aflectation and bravado in those 
who alFeci m adni're this display of their beau¬ 
ty. It is not less certain that they give proofs 
of such intelligence that we cannot K? 
prised th it Our Lord called them wise, ana 
that one snould he pitched upon by the Evil 
S|)irit as the vohiete of his designs when he 
sought the ruin of man. 

“ And now, iny dear girl, I must say 
adieu, for I am again going on ship-board, ay! 
and for a very long voyage too. Do not de-^ 
ceive yourselves and think I am coming to 
England, though 1 atn going to sail thither¬ 
wards. No, no ; many a long day must, pass 
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before the dear shorcj.of my native land meet 
my view ; but I am fi'appy to say that 1 am 
going to 13ouib:iy, where 1 shall be stationed 
for some time. 1 count myself singularly 
lucky in a circumstance which will enai le inc 
“;<> see so much of oilr settleinotils ; and it 
shall go hard with me hut 1 will go from 
thence to Elora, the most wonderful place in 
the world for it§ excavations. Captain Seely 
has written a very clever hook about lliem, 
and I am impatient to see tliem ; am; 1 un¬ 
derstand the thing is mucli more practicable 
now than it was when he accompiished it, 
owing to the increased power aitd influence 
of the Company in that quarter. WItatever 
I see, and wherever 1 may be, jou will be 
present to my thoughts ; and whatever I can 
relate to give you pleasure, be assured, will 
never be omitted, by 

“ Your most aflectionate. 


“Henky.” 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Vqyage to Bombay. Mailras. Boiulichcrry. Iibw 

and old cities. Convent. 'i'(4nl> of Xavier. Departure from 
Gda. Arrive at Bombay. Beautiful iieiglibotirliood. Good 
living and hospitality, lie cleteruiiiios^io visit the caves of 
£iora. 


[^Ilvnry to his brother John.\ 

“ Bombay. 

“ Hkre I iim, my dear brother, after such 
a delightful voyage, that hail I not known 
what it was to sec old Ocean in a, rage, I 
never could have believed that so fair a mir¬ 
ror could have been so transfonned. The. 
whole voyage was a kind of coasting, as you 
may suppose ; and there were times wbeuSr^ 
enjoyed very beautiful views of the country. 
We put in at Madras, but for so short a time ’ 
as not to afford me any new matter for ob- '■ 
servation. We also stopped at Pondicherry, 
with which I was much pleased, especially 
with the surrounding ricc-giound, which ex¬ 
ceeded any thing 1 have seen in India ; the 
port is however very bad ; we had great dif¬ 
ficulty in landing and afterwards in regaining; 
our ship, the flux and reflux of the tide on a 
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sandy shore being very h.oublesome and dau-^ 
gerous. 

“ I was sorry not to see the l.'land of Cey-- 
Ion again, but was highly gratified by being 
jjerinitted to accompany • a brother cXlicer to 
th'fr^iieresting city of Goa, where we stayed a 
day and liiglit. There is an old and new 
town of Goa, aivJ time was, tliat no European 
settlement in India could vie with thi>, the 
metropolis of Portuguese possessions. '1 he 
port is considered the finest in the Indies ; and 
no expense has been spared to fortify it with 
castles and towers, which are ahundantly fur¬ 
nished with good cannon. We entered the 
outer harbour in a small coasting vessel, call¬ 
ed a palmare, and rowed rapidly up a second 
reach, where stands modern Goa, in the ap- 
.pearance of which J was much disappointed. 
It is some miles below the old city, which 
ua our object of curiosity, and it was neces¬ 
sary that we should apply to the governor 
' here for permission to see it. We remarked 
that the inhabitants looked poor and indolent, 
yet proud and aficcted ; and there appeared 
scarcely any thing going on amongst them in¬ 
dicative of that commerce they once un¬ 
doubtedly epjoyed. 

“ Having obtained permission wc*proceed¬ 
ed, and were delighted with the thick planta¬ 
tions of the cocoa-nut (which is always grace- 
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ful) ibat clothed tlic.bank on either side of the 
water,and from the midst of whicli we soon saw 
the churches and monasteries, the palaces and 
prisons, of old Goa peering out. In this 
placd tl^e horrors oj the Inquisition were for 
many years practised in the most crutd, injr 
iier, and it is therefore no wonder that it is 
forsaken ns uiiicli as possible by all mankind. 
There is yet an air about it of great interest, 
the palaces of the archb-sbop and viceroy, a 
magnificent square, (in tbe centre of which 
auto-da-t) s have been performed,) and the 
numerous convents, all wearing the appear¬ 
ance of loneliness and desolation, of decaying 
grandeur and inelaucholy seclusion, which, 
for the tiine we view them, cannot fail to 
awaken onr regret. Besides, in tb'is place, 
repose the hones of Francis Xavier, called 
the ‘Aposle of the Indies,’ and whose zeal in 
the propagation of Christianity entitles Jo • 
our admiration and gratitude. Vasco dfi< 
Gama also, the brave adventurer who first 
weathered the Cape of Good Hope, and 
opened the way for the gseat Albuquerque, 
(who made himself master of Goa,) ended his 
days here, crowned with the honours he 
merited. 

“ Our first business was to find our war 
to the Augustine convent, for whose superid 
we had a letter of introduction. Never sba 
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1 forget the deep, full so<>nd of its melancholy 
vesper-bell as we entered the church, which 
was large and magnificent. Ncthing could be 
more striking than the contrast between the 
place of worship, and tljp small m.".iiber of 
vvtotlwppers. The priest, the chanters, and 
even the tinkling bell used in their service, 
seemed oppressed by the silence of the place, 
and unequal to filling the vast cavity around 
thqtn. 

“ After prayers, whilst a servant was de¬ 
spatched with the letter, we walked round the 
cloisters, which are adorned with paintings in 
fresco, the subjects being generally the mar¬ 
tyrdom of the brethren of the order. On my 
expressing a desire to find the tomb of Francis 
Xavier, a youtig sacri.stan led me to a dark 
chapel which contains it. It is richly orna- 
ineuied, but his ashes are said to be contain- 
a silver chest above, around which 
lam)>s of silver are hung. Below this, are 
four reliefs beautifully wrought iti bronze, de¬ 
scribing his preaching to the idolaters, his 
baptism of the converts, his persecution, and 
death. It was impossible not to feel affected 
bj" the memory of a man so nobly devoted to- 
the cause of Christ, and to lament that he be¬ 
longed to a church which could make the 
(ground-work of his labours the founda¬ 
tion on which to raise the most terrible of all 
tribunals/ 



TlJE YOUKC! CADET. 


141 


“ After leaving the tomb, we were con¬ 
ducted to die senioriirother of the Augustine 
monks, who ws\j^ polite even to odicioiisness, 
and gave usijoiue excellent Lisbon wine and 
hiscni|s. He was by birth an Indian, of a 
deep yeflow complesion, and jirobably^ from 
a distant jirovince, as the natives of Goa are 
of a shining black complexion. He was a 
man of no inforinniion whatewr, as iny com¬ 
panion, who s()oke his language, assured me ; 
and indei.'d the way in wliich he carried and 
exhibited a large buneli of keys, showed me 
that he had much more of tlie old housekeep¬ 
er about him than the student. lie gave us, 
however, excellent beds, with fine linen, 
which in thi'^ sultry climate is a great luxury, 
and showcvl us every possible kindness. 

“ The next morning we rose at the sound 
of the same deep-mouthed bell, and went 
down into the cathedral, where we found the 
canons in their stalls, the sacristans, vespei-, 
and choristers in their places, and the dean of¬ 
ficiating. One old l^ortuguese gentleman 
and ourselves constituted the congregation. 
Afterwards we breakfasted*with the monks, 
and then set out to inspect the city. Within 
a walk of two miles we saw seven fine 
churches, and found every where the comple- 
iiietit of pastors belonging to the establishment 
with their black or wliite robes, srnalj capd 
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silk cassocks, red scarfs, and glittering vest¬ 
ments ; but where were their flocks ? In one 
place we saw a few coni.'*on black" native 
Christians, and in another a’ few Indian- 
Poriiigiicse, but the rest of the churches were 
jlesolaie. “ 

Tne convents, in like manner, arc nearly 
deserted, not one of them having their bro¬ 
therhood coinpltle. The palaces are sinking 
rapidly, and grass grows all over the streets. 
The black natives are a fine grown people, of 
athletic frame, with curling hair, white teeth, 
and bright, cunning eyes. The general 
character of the inhabitants of Coa is very 
bad ; they are proud, indolent, tierce, and 
revengeful, and the women are s-'id to under¬ 
stand the practice of poisoning hut loo well. 
Altogetlicr, our little excursion was one of 
great interest and pleasure, and the return to 
our ;;[iip most delightful, in the views it pre- 
,.ented on cither side of this tine harbour ; 
the fortifications are indeed magnificent, and 
the channel in running up the country divides 
it into beautiful little islands and bays, abound¬ 
ing with verdure. 

“ On the third day after this, we arrived at 
Bombay, whicli, like Goa, was once in the 
^possession of the Portuguese, and was given- 
.,o Charles 11. as a part of the marriage por- 
iion of his Queeu. The clergy then resi- 
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dent objected to the town being possessed by 
English lici'ctics, aijji it was a long time be¬ 
fore the affair wa'j-'seltled ; and when that was 
done, the crp’.ii found it best to make it over 
to the East India Company, who consider it 
their iliiiJd settlemenU 

“ 1 was much pleased with the docks, on 
my arrival at JJombay, hot the town did not 
strike me in the ^ame way as (,'alciilla liad 
done, lint I saw in a inoinont it was infinitely 
superior to Madras. A three weeks’stay has 
rendered me decisive in preferring it even to 
the former, for the rides about it are most 
beantifni. The mighty range of mountains 
called the (ihant'- <>r (hints, wliichrnn with¬ 
in a distance,of about an tiverage ol lilly miles 
from the shore, all down this coast,.have a 
wonderful effect on the landscape every 
where, and the difiVrciit kind of bnihlings oc¬ 
casioned by such a variety of iuliahit^nls. 
spread over the face of the country ohjects'o.' 
the most curious and captivating nature, so 
that you are never wearied of inspecting 
them. 

“ Wc have here ruinous convents and 
monasteries erected by its first conquerors the 
Portuguese, noble country-houses of Englisl»- 
men, Mahratta fortresses, Hindoo pagodas, 
and Mahometan mosques. The villages of 
the Hindoos are patches of rich cultivation, 
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on wliicl) the eye rests with cleliglit ; and 
have groves of cocoa-nu‘and date-trees, rich 
in all the luxiitiant pride of‘.-‘■gelation. 

“ If we turn our eyes towanV-, the sea, we 
liave a line sandy beach and a beauliful isth¬ 
mus in view, called Malabar Point, thickly 
studded with villas; and within fourteen miles 
is a pleasant little island called Salsctie, on 
which there is .. military station ; so that we 
have a charming sca-bree/.c, and the most 
pleasant water excursions you can possibly 
conceive. 

“ 'I’here is also another great advantage in 
Boinhay over Calcutta, which atiecls persons 
with families very much, and is of conse¬ 
quence even to a young felitiw hke me. The 
servan.s in Bengal will only do one thing for 
you ; and, let the necessity be ever so urgent, 
not one of them will do the least piece of ser¬ 
vice except tinit for which they are express- 
’ly hired ; so that an incredible number must 
be kept, which is in itself a great nuisance. 
The Bombay servant i.s precisely worth five of 
the Calcutta menitils. Every material for the 
table is had in abundance, and very reasona¬ 
ble ; the houses also are larger than the Cal¬ 
cutta houses, hut 1 have not hitherto thooglit 
the parties quite so pleasant, which may be 
owing to the wider range in which ho.spitaIity 
is practised, and of which it would ill become 
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me to complain. My whole mind is now 
bent on visiting the celebrated excavations of 
Elora, which, s / far as I can learn, far ex¬ 
ceed wliat Dcizoni has recited of those in 
Egypt, and even what Captain Mangles visit¬ 
ed in Ai'iibia Petraca.* There is a woVt on 
the subject in the Briti.sh Museum, which you 
may remember was shown to my father when 
we were with him, but we vvert' then such lit¬ 
tle boys 1 can remember but few of the jtlates, 
nevertheless tlm imjiression they made upon 
me remain.s the same, and 1 feel inclined to 
encounter any dangers rather than omit see¬ 
ing them whilst I remain on this station.* I 
believe 1 am at present not more than three 
hundred luilesi from Elora, which lies within 
a few miles of .\uringabad, which is itself well 
worth visiting. The great difliculty is that of 
reaching the place, the road to it being in the 
possession of the Mahrattas, who are a peo¬ 
ple so savage and uncivilized, that there is 
just cause to apprehend danger when travel¬ 
ling without a military guard. However, I 
must venture ; and as we aic now at peace, 
and apparently, indeed, in friendship with 
them, 1 must hope for the best. 


* Mr Danieil's Views froiji Skctclics Mr Wales, a most 
cialxN^te and magnificent work. 
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“ Adieu ! believe me your most afl'eclion- 
ate brother, &ic. &ic. , 

“ JlEsni Delamere.” 


CHAPTER XVI. 

Sols cmf for Vipit^ Eltplianla. Pleasant sail lo 

Pauwell. l*rocccils on liorsohack. I’lic GIihhIs. Tlu* Tom* 
p!e of Karl). Arrives at Poonah. Pursues liis way to the 
village of LUoia. 


[//nify to his brother John.'l 

“ F.lora. 

“ Well, my de-tr John, liere 1 am at last, 
and ah ! how do 1 \vi.sh that you were vvitli 
me, that we might gaze together at this most 
wonderful and stupendous of all the works of 
man, this Teinjtle of Keylns ! I will, however, 
■pot waste lime and paper in e.\clamations, 
but proceed regularly to tell you how I have 
managed to effect my purpose, and arrive at a 
place wlierc so few liave arrived before me. 

“1 took Captain Seely', book for my guide, 
as 1 was certain he understood the route ne- 
■crs.=ary ; at least, 1 wished as nearly as I 
could to tread in his steps, and therefore 1 
made it a point in the first place to go to the 
island of Elephanta ; being thus far accom* 
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piin'uid by many friends ; so tliat it was al¬ 
together the cxnnrbiq}) of a parly of pleasure, 
such parlies have hocn frequently made from 

Bombay- 

“ The island has its name from a statue of 
an elej)lAint, of immense pr.-jiortions, cjjrvcd 
out of the solid rock. It is of considerable 
elevation, and famous for the caves which arc 
hewn in the solid nick, and ^contain colossal 
figures of four of the princi|)al Hindoo deities. 
Tiie view from these caves is most magnifi¬ 
cent, and better vvoitli seeing than the caves 
themselves ; for lin y are much injured by 
the admission of water from the top ; and 
though surprising are not to be named with 
any of the numerous lemides in this place. 
However, the whole trip was delightful, and 
the sail wc had pas.-ing hy Salsctte, and for¬ 
ward to Panwell, wiicre I parted with my 
friends, I must always remember as the 
pleasantest voyage of my life. 

“ 1 now began to travel by land, and, mak¬ 
ing the best bargain in my power, addressed 
myself for Poonab, which was nearly sixty 
miles distant. My travelling»acconimodation 
was by no means good, but a man who had 
been in the Burmese war was not likely to bs 
easily frightened at deficient conveniences ; 
so I set out in good spirits, determined to 
make the best of every thing ; being moqnted 
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on a tolerable pony, called here Tattoo, with 
two bullocks to carry iny luggage and their 
drivers. 

“ Thus equii)ped, 1 piishetl on to Capooly, 
a poor village, where, having far outstrijiped 
my servant and the provisions, 1 was t i a great 
loss lor food, which, however, 1 supplied in 
some mcasiire by bathing, which is a refresh¬ 
ment of incalculable service in these hot cli¬ 
mates'. To my great satisfaction, they came 
up before 1 set out again, and I determined 
for the future never to leave tlicm so far be¬ 
hind. We passed the night in a tent at the 
foot of the Ghauts, and 1 never remember en¬ 
joying moonlight scenes more in my life, than 
in the novel atid pictnrcsrpie views around me. 

“ The following day 1 began to ascend the 
passes in the piountain before me, and was 
every where delighted with the wildness of 
the scenery around me, the freshness of the 
Virtountaiii air, and the sylvan objects occasion¬ 
ally presented of little Hindoo farms. In 
the course of my journey', ] saw several fine 
tanks, which arc in this country often made as 
a public charity ; and in a hot country may 
deservedly rank with the greatest benefits a 
sjian can bestow on his fellow-creatures. 
They are often made by damming up an out¬ 
let, and not unfrequently finished at a pro- 
digio.us expense of money and labour; but, 
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unfortunately, there are no funds appropriated 
for repairs, from wb'ch circumstance many of 
these noble works are going to decay. 

“ 1 afterwards passtjd ihroiigh the open 
country to the moiinlaiii of Ekncrah, where 
there is®a large tempfe hewn out of the solid 
rock, called the Tetiij)lc of Karli. On en¬ 
tering this surprising place, 1 found a ponder¬ 
ous arched roof of solid stovic, supported by 
two rows of pillars, the capitals of each sur¬ 
mounted by a well sculptured figure of a 
male and female, seated, with their arms en¬ 
circling each other, on the back of crouching 
elephants. The vestibule to this temple was 
very noble, having the sitting figure of Budha 
at the entrai»ce. 1 thought this temple so far 
superior to the caves of Elephanta,' that it 
quickened my desire of proceeding to Elora. 
My next place of halt was Tcligaum, where I 
procured another Tattoo and some cold pro¬ 
visions, which 1 placed, along with my pistols, 
in my holster. 1 was anxious to get on to 
Poonah, where I had friends that would re¬ 
ceive me ; and I could not expect my bag¬ 
gage to get up to me. 

“ It so happened that, after a day of great 
fatigue, 1 entered Poonah just as the sun vvls 
descending in all his glory ; and nothing 
could exceed the effect thus given to the ap¬ 
pearance of a noble city, containing <fll the' 
13* 
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most Striking features of oriental magnificence. 
The Rarbuiti temple, I^indoo palaces, wliite 
terraced houses, castles thid gardens, inter¬ 
mixed with the buildings and shops of all de¬ 
scriptions, with open windows, and the goods 
exposed on declining ■ platforms, formed a 
tout ensemble, highly amusing. This was an¬ 
imated by that variety of inhabitants always so 
striking : Arab horsemen, completely armed, 
and mounted on fine cliargcrs; pretty Hin¬ 
doo women in milkvvhite vestments ; Jews, 
and Portuguese Christians ; state elephants 
and led horses, richly caparisoned, and occa¬ 
sionally a Hritish siphanee in his neat dress, 
altogether made a moving spectacle of the 
most lively description. 

“ 1 was received at the house of my friends 
with all the usual hospitality of the country, 
and after taking sufiicient rest 1 was provided 

by my friend, Captain S-, with a fresh 

"liorse, new coolies, and a guard of siphanees ; 
and I set out for our military station at Seroon, 
and accomplished my journey of forty-two 
miles thither in one day. 

“ Here again " every civility was accorded 
me ; but it tnight truly be said, that after I left 
rtey friends here, 1 left the civilized world be¬ 
hind me. I had abundant opportunity for ob¬ 
serving the ravages made by the Mahrattas 
’ imoitg the })eaccful Hindoo villagers, and 
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several parlies of Blieels and other robbers 
(for ibis country abounds in organized bands 
of freebooters) rrequently approached us. 
My band of siphaiices always took care to 
show their arms on such occasions, and we 
did noi^ experience‘any actual insult.* The 
latter part of tlic journey was almost entirely- 
through a Jungle, in which the Bhecls find 
snug hiding-places ; and in <he whole of my 
road 1 did not find one tolerable village till. 
I arrived at that of Klora, which is about a 
mile distant from Elora itself. 

“ Tliis place is embosomed in trees, and 
inhabited by Bramins, and guarded by a body 
of Ragpoots. The first place I entered was 
a pagoda, wliich, seated in a most romantic¬ 
looking spot, offered me that protectioh from 
the sun of which I stood greatly in need. A 
fine tank was before me, and a grove around 
me, and here I wailed till my baggage arriv¬ 
ed, and the moans of refreshment after a long 
hot ride were afforded me. 

“ And now I must bid you adieu till to¬ 
morrow, when I will resume my letter ; as¬ 
sured, that, although I have no means of con¬ 
veying to you my own sensations of delight on 
finding myself so near the object of my d^ 
sires, yet, that you will be pleased with the 
eflbrts of my pen and pencil, intended for 
your amusements.” 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Arrives at the Excavations of Elora. Temple Kcylas. 
lu imulated state, prodigious size, and elaborate fiaisliing. 
The Area. The Obelisks. Sphinxes. Galleries and statues. 
Visits Teen Tal. Its grandeur, statues. &.e. Continuation 

Temple of Visvacarma. Temple of Jaggernnut. 

\ 

[Hcnri/ in continuation.] 

“ I WELL remember that Captain Mangles 
described his emotions as vivid in the extreme, 
when at a great distance he perceived a tem¬ 
ple cut in the pinnacles of a rock, in the de¬ 
sert, glittering in the sunheatmr. Such were 
my sensations when, after taking a iiasly meal, 
I pushed forward with my attendants for the 
temples of Elora, nor can I describe the over¬ 
powering emotion which seized me when I 
actually beheld the great temple of Keylas 
bhfore my sight. 

“ The perfect calmness and death-like 
tranquillity of all around ; the solitude of the 
adjoining plains ; the mountain before me, 
which, for more than a mile, is perforated in 
every part with such magical skill and power, 
that it appears to have been the work of more 
’than human hands, have an effect on the mind 
which renders wonder and deligitt even op- 
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pressive. The more I gazed the greater was 
iny astouishinenl, and every step which 
brought me farther into the temple rendered 
this unparalleled perforation the more sur¬ 
prising. 

“ Onfjtthink, John, (>f a stupendous teg^iple, 
within a large open court, with all its parts 
perfect and beautiful, completely detached 
from the neighbouring mountain by a spacious 
area all round, two hundred and fifty feet deep, 
and one hundred and fifty broad, yet all actu¬ 
ally cut out and from this very mountain! 
The height is one hundred feet, the length 
one hundred and forty-five, the breadth sixty- 
two, and the doors, windows, staircases, ail 
perfectly formed and polished ; containing 
five rooms divided by rows of pillars ; figure 
galleries, or verandas, with not less than forty- 
two gigantic figures of the Hindoo my¬ 
thology ; the three galleries containing and 
occupying between four and five hundred 
feet of excavated rock. Is it not beyond be¬ 
lief that the hands of man could effect such a 
work — that the mind should conceive it ? 

“ When one considers that Ihe chisel alone 
couM have been employed in effecting this 
elaborate work, an instrument so slow in it» 
operation, and requiring even for a single iso¬ 
lated statue that niceness of admeasurement 
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— you may remember we once witnessed in 
the Atelier of Mr Balincs, in London — it ap¬ 
pears inconceivable tlial such an exi»-nsive 
work, with so many various parts, and such 
copious details, could have been licwi}, out of 
the splid granite. We can form i/o idea of 
the number of hands employed, the rules by 
which the labour of each was adjusted, nor 
the expense incurred. Of one thing alone 
can we be certain, which is, that the country 
must have been in a far different state to that 
it has enjoyed for many centuries. There 
must have been a prodigious population, pro¬ 
found peace, abundant wealth, an absolute 
prince, and numerous subjects well informed 
in those arts which arc here exhibited so 
strikingly. 

“ Within the court, and opposite to the 
veranda, stands ‘ Keylas the Proud,’ a mighty 
mass of rock ; but this 1 will leave, and carry 
you with me as well as 1 can through the 
temple itself. 

“ We entered the area at the western front, 
passing through a handsome gateway. Here 
a variety of sculptured figures and ornaments 
in high relief arrest your attention, with the 
goddess of Bhavani on the right, and Ganessa 
on the left, and two elephants with their 
trunks entwined j and here the whole area 
appears hewn out to make room for the grand 
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ieni[)le. On either side there is a ledge of 
rock, which serves as a bridge for communi¬ 
cating with the great temple, and under this 
bridge is a communication between the areas. 
A few feet beyond these are two large obe¬ 
lisks, eTitivcn i’eet s(j|^iure and forty-oiy! feet 
high, tlie sliaft at tlte base being seven feet j 
so that, j on see, they are larger than the fa¬ 
mous Needles of Cleopatra. - 

“ Tliey are indeed beautiful objects, and 
are alone worth coming a long way to see. 
I'liey are bamlsoinely carved, and have had 
an animal of some kind at the top of each. 
'J’bere are long ranges of apartments on eith¬ 
er side of this entrance, all covered with their 
absurti mythological stories, and frequently as 
indecent as they are ridiculous ; but the la¬ 
bour evinced in these specimens of ancient 
lithograithy is not the less remarkable. We 
have now passed the gateway and entered 
the body' of the ten)|)le, ou each side of which 
are two flights of stairs which bring y'ou to a 
portico ; on this are the figures of two sphinx¬ 
es, which 1 thought very remarkable, as i\ 
seems a connecting link bett^en the ancient 
religion of this country and that of Egypt j 
and 1 have understood Sir Stamford Rafflee 
found a sphinx at Java, which extends the 
supposition as to the diffusion of this belief 
over the East. 
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“When you have seen ttiesc figuies, you 
ascend three steps and enter a separate looin, 
in which the sacred bull Nundi is seen in a 
state of repose. You descend seven steps, 
and enter a kind of balcony, where tj,)e nobat 
(a lange drum) and pipss are sountJsd at cer¬ 
tain hours ; from this you have a fine view 
of the plain and the village of Elora at a dis¬ 
tance. The*whole range of excavations 
standing upon a considerable elevation, and 
having a gentle acclivity, enjoy a beautiful 
prospect ; and when leaving the outer view 
you reoross the passages, and - look down into 
the piazza below, with its numerous deities, 
the pillars, and the court, nothing can be con¬ 
ceived more picturesque in elFect — it realizes 
all the faity tales of our childhood in its gran¬ 
deur and vastness. 

“ The great hall of the temple is enriched 
by two gigantic Cbubdars, (i. e. keepers of si¬ 
lence,) placed on either side of the door ; and 
the hall itself is divided by four ranges of pil¬ 
lars, the middle space being much wider than 
Ithe rest. These noble pillars were to me the 
most beautiful objects, for 1 have really not 
knowledge enough of the Hindoo mythology 
knd the attributes of its deities, to look with 
any pleasure or interest upon their hideous 
and disgusting forms. I have not the least 
doubt but you, who read so much, know more 
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about these gentry than I do, and therefore 
you will award ihciii tlieir places in a temple, 
which 1 grieve to think should have been ded¬ 
icated to any thing so vile and hideous. 

“ After wandering in the temple till the 
sun hau^t and the jnoon arisen, sheading 
her clear, mild rays on this magnificent tem¬ 
ple, with that brilliancy of light and depth of 
shadow, which gives so m*jcb effect in 
works of this description, I tvas at length 
obliged to return to the village, where my 
tent was jiitched ; my servant prepared a cur¬ 
ry, and the great fatigue I had undergone 
made me sleep soundly, in despite of that 
nervous irritability so generally produced by 
the pleasure 1 had cxj)crienced. 

“ The folloxVing morning 1 formed ^ ac¬ 
quaintance with an aged Bramin, who was 
willing to become my guide to Elora, as I was 
impatient to visit the temples of Do Tal and 
the arched temple of Visvacarraa, preferred 
by some to that of Kcylas itself. 

“ The first object to which my attention 
was drawn, on my second visit, was Teeir 
Tal, called also ‘ Rama Swaraing’s Dwell¬ 
ing it is a vast excavation of three distinct 
stories, with massive pillars, rich sculpture* 
and fine flights of steps. The insular situa¬ 
tion of Key las gives it one advantage over 
this wonderful work ; but, in all other re- 
14 
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spects, it is not less surprising. There is a 
fine area, from which the whole front, of 
three stories, appears to the greatest advan¬ 
tage ; to each story are appropriated eight 
square pillars and two pilasters. The rooms 
are very fine, and one contains a lar;^e figure 
of Siesha, who the Brarain informed me pass- 
' ed through seven incarnations, and in the l.ast 
was born in the. human shape. There were 
also very large figures of Angeri and Adanant 
in a sitting posture, the crown of their heads 
touching the ceiling within a few inches : 
every where through this excavation are fine 
cisterns of beautiful water. 

“ On ascending the stairs we found a large 
figure of Cuvera, the god of riches, and fac¬ 
ing the southern entrance a large figure of 
Sey Doo, their immortal serpent, that assum¬ 
ed the human form : near to this curious ob¬ 
ject were five gigantic brothers, sitting under a 
canopy of waving drapery, upheld hy small 
figures. They have evidently received the 
^highest finish the artist could bestow ; and 
thetny old Bramin gave me a long account of 
their origin and deeds ; but all was so ex¬ 
tremely absurd, that it was impossible to look 
ia his venerable and intelligent countenance, 
and think that he could believe one word of 
the nonsense be uttered; yet it is not less cer¬ 
tain that he did, and there was seraethieg ex- 
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tremely imposing in his seriousness. It is im¬ 
possible for me to describe one half of the 
rooms and figures which I afterwards saw ; 
but I must not omit to mention that in another 
place we found seven figures sitting also un¬ 
der a cViopy, and gaeatly resembling • each 
other. Their faces were all painted with oil^ 
and red-ochre, which gave them a most lu¬ 
dicrous appearance. The principal one I un¬ 
derstood to be Sita, who was a virtuous dam¬ 
sel, that ran all the way to Ceylon to escape 
from King Ravan : there are annual feasts in 
honour of her purity, and altogether she is a 
very popular person. 

“ This excavation W'as altogether so very- 
superior to any thing I had expected to see 
after Ke} las, ("with the exception of Vis.vacar- 
ina,) that when I arrived at the temple of Do 
Tal, (or two stories,) I tliought it compara¬ 
tively very poor. ’Tis true, 1 was now weari¬ 
ed, and evening was coming on, but yet I do 
not think it possesses any striking beauty. ■ 
The area is a hundred and two feet long, the 
breadth forty-four feet; the upper stories arr'' 
in good order, but the lowea ones injured.'*' 
There are not many sculptured figures here, 
and only statues of Rama Chandra and hie 
two brothers. In any other place Do Tal 
would be a great wonder, but at Elora it be¬ 
comes a secondary object; it closed, howev- 



160 


THE YOUNG CADET. 


cr, my second day’s search ; and as I now 
grew better satisfied from habit with our gen¬ 
eral safety, 1 caused my tent to be pitched 
near the mountain, and closed my eyes amid 
the proudest wonders of Elora. I need not 
tell you, for your own heart will,''that you 
were, in one sense, constantly present with 
me during this day and the former, and that 
I sincerely regretted your absence, at the 
same time.” 


(In continuation.) 

Temple ofVitfvocarma. 

‘‘ I write to you now, my dear John, sit¬ 
ting under the mighty arch of the Temple of 
VisvaQarma, after sitting three hours opposite 
to it, in order to make the accompanying 
drawing ; for I am well aware, that in all 
matters of description the pencil goes far be¬ 
yond the pen, in conveying an accurate idea. 
But indeed, my dear brother, neither the one 
nor the other, can convey to you an adequate 
notion of this stupendous excavation : it 
penetrates mons than a hundred and thirty 
feet into the solid rock, forming a deep and 
spacious temple, with a magnificent arched 
roof, apparently supported by a series of oc¬ 
tangular pillars, which go completely to the 
and. In front are immense figures of Visva- 
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cfirma, who was the Vulcan of the Hindoo 
mythology, attended by Karli and Canarah. 

“ The area in front is about fifty feet, and 
on tlio basement floor is a kind of veranda, 
encircling an apartment probably intended for 
an orcilfestra ; as thc/yliudrical drunis^pipes, 
and bells, are much used in the Hindoo wor- 
■_ahip. It is, at all events, a beautiful apart* 
nient, and from it you cujoy^the finest possi¬ 
ble view of the temple. The roof is especial¬ 
ly fine, being carved into ribs of stone, that 
have at one a light and strong appearance, 
and which rest on a beautiful projecting archi¬ 
trave, the foot of every one being adorned by 
a sitting figure of the most finished sculpture. 
The Temple of Karli somewhat resembles 
this, as does‘that of Elcpbanta, but neither of 
them can compare with it: for, in ’addition 
to the magnificent cfclumns, there is a deep 
grand frieze connecting these massive sup¬ 
porters with the roof, which is covered with 
sculptured figures, in high relief; so that dtp 
whole is complete in all its parts, and is at-- 
once rich and light, massive and elegar 
My admiration of this extraqrdinry production 
greatly delighted the old Bramin, who still 
continued to accompany me : he is certaiply 
a very pleasing old man, and seems entirely 
free from that pride and obstinacy which is so 
conspicuous in the inhabitants of great cities, 
14* 
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of bis own sacred caste. He expressed, with 
natural zeal, great sorrow for the desertion of 
these glorious temples, and great anger to¬ 
wards the memory of Auruugzebe, who had 
done his best to blow up some of these 6nc 
excavations wiili gunpjwdcr; and,-I shall 
never forget the horror of his countenance, 
''When he told me of the sacrilege committed 
by this conquerpr. It appears, that, on find¬ 
ing it impossible to effect tiiis cruel and 
shameful purpose, the barbarian ordered his 
soldiers to slay a cow within the sacred walls 
of one of the finest temples, in consequence 
of which it is defiled for ever, aud not one of 
the Hindoos would, on any account, ever en¬ 
ter the once sacred enclosure. To say the 
least of this, it was a hateful cxdrtion of pow¬ 
er over prostrate and suffering foe j but 
such, generally, has bei<n the conduct of the 
Crescent in the day of its power. 

My third day’s examination was given to 
the Temple of Jaggernaut, the Lord of the 
Creation. This is the same terrific personage 
'hose temple at Orissa has made so much 
iMise in the world*; beneath whose ponderous 
car, men, women, and children, have been 
th^wn by their enthusiasm to perish, as many 
respectable Europeans have grieved to wit¬ 
ness. When poor Ferdinand de I^into de¬ 
scribed the movements of that mighty car. 
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near three hundred years ago, and spoke of 
people seeking to win Heaven by laying tliem- 
selvos under its wheels, his talc was ridiculed, 
and he was named the ‘ Prince of Idars 
but the thing has now ceased to be a wonder, 
and thei^ can bo no 4uubt, but on this.very 
spot centuries on centuries ago, the same mad 
follies have been exhibited. I am most hap¬ 
py to say, that those shockinj^practices have 
so far abated that, on seVeral late annual fes¬ 
tivals of Jag; ■•■naiit, there have been found no 
self-sacrifices ; and that .so little respect was 
found for the grim idol, that it was difficult for 
the priests to procure a sufficient number of 
persons to move his ]ionderous vehicle. It 
seems, however, that a rich Hindoo, within a 
few years, left‘the sum of thirty-five tho,usand 
pounds towards improving the road from 
Benaris to the Tempi! of Jaggernaut : so 
that this bloody-toothed idol has a few friend^ 
left. 

“ From this .temple to the on^ at the ex- 
tri inity of the southern range, I find, on 
measurement, to be a mile and a quarter. 
All are dug out of the same mountain and the 
same species of rock, but there is none abso¬ 
lutely separated from the parent mountain^ 
besides Keylas, or Kaloise, which I have al¬ 
ready described. This of Jaggernaut is ex¬ 
tremely grand, but the area in front is nearly 
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filled up with pieces of fallen rock, so that 
3 ’oii have some difficulty in gaining a com¬ 
plete view; but you find, on inspection, that 
not one of the temples is more highly finished 
or more magnificent in effect. The ceiling is 
supparted by twelve piUars, ten feef*in girth, 
beautifully iiuted, and tastefully decorated 
with wreaths of flowers. The length of tlie 
apartment thusi supported is nearly sixty feet, 
and the veranda, or outer front, is fifty feet 
in height. From the basement it is covered 
with figures of lions, kneeling men, and ser¬ 
pents ; and the whole of this grand basement 
appears to rest on the back of four elephants. 
The whole of this temple and the veranda 
have something light and elegaiit ; it seems a 
• place, where one might like to live, it has 
not the magnificence of Keylas, and it is far 
more injured than ViJvacarma ; but it is more 
(^hccrrul than either, and not less elaborate in 
all its ornaments. I should yet judge, from 
appearance;, around, that it • never has been 
completed ; probably the stone* was found 

* lam informed my friend Mr Smith, of the British Muse* 
um,Uial in the interior of a larg;e penile rock, there is fre> 
queutly found considerable moisture, scrilmt it may be wrought 
^ith comparative case ; whereas, on the miter pail it is per* 
Tcctly hard Sucli was the case with the PorUami at the 
time when S(. Paul's Cathedral was buildiug ; in consequence 
of which, Sir Christopher Wren caused many blocks to be 
worked on the spot; but the difficulty of conveying them with 
safety, after they been so wrought, occasioned him to 
ablate* nt that method of proceeding. 
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loo hard to ivork upon, for ilicrc are proofs in 
all these temples tliat sonic jiarls have been 
found to resist the chisel cireclually, as you 
sec now and tiien a piece left in an unsightly 
manner in the midst of an clahofalcly finished 
frieze ; 'i*uch pieces itfc always found iti the 
upper, or nuitg exterior jiarl of the temple 
wliere they occur. 

“ Close to this temple, and vidced connect¬ 
ed with it, is a small one, dedicated to the 
hero Adnant; who is represented in a figure 
about four feel high, in a silting posture. In 
this small excavation the same pains are taken 
for the purpose of enribc,lli.-.hmi;ni : it is sup¬ 
ported by four (juadrangular jiillais, and in the 
centre of th<^ shaft ■ is a tiger’s head, with a 
wreath of flowers in the mouth, most.taste¬ 
fully executed. 'I'lie statues here arc more 
injured than in any otlV'f of the temples, ow¬ 
ing to their being exposed to currents■^»li« 4 ij[. 

“ I shall now close this long letter, as the 
return of two sipliam.'cs to our irilitary de|)ui^ 
will enable me to forward it, through the ofli-' 
cers, to you ; but to-inorrow 1 shall continue v 
my observations. J»c assured^ that I am very 
well, though iny provisions are reduced, and I 
am now living on rice and vegetables, and 
drinking the pure water, which pouis in two 
prodigious cascades down this most roinaiitic 
of all mountains, allbrding to every one of the 
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excaratioDS an abundant supply. At present, 
I have taken up my abode within the veranda 
of this temple, and consider the use of one of 
its splendid cisterns as my chief luxury. I 
find myself secure front the snakes, which 
was not the case in my tent when pitched in 
jhe valley ; and I met with no opposition front 
the Bramins, as 1 apprehend 1 arn not in 
that which was considered the more holy part. 

“ Adieu, my dear brother ! give my love 
to all my dear home circle ; never shall I 
again send it from a place so singular and so 
contrasted with ray own dear home. 

“Henkv Delamere.” 


CHAPTFR XVIII. 

f*'" oflndrtL. Leaves Elora. Poonah, and Burniag 
of Malabar Widows. Aurung^abad. Splendid monument, 
i^urung^iebe. Ppnisbment of an Hindoo, Tbe Fakirs. Fet* 
aival at Poonahl Conclusion. 

[Henry to his brother John.] 

“ 1 BEGAN this letter in the Temple of In- 
(Jra, my dear John : where I shall end it, I 
cannot tell. It is now three days since 1 de¬ 
spatched my last, during which time I have 
surveyed every part of the excavations, sever- 
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al of which, though of a smaller character 
than those I have described, are well worth 
seeing ; but I shall confine myself to speaking 
of the one from whence I date, because 1 have 
made an elaborate drawing of it, and I hope 
I can gity you a good idea of it. Taking it 
altogether, I think the*front is the roost strik¬ 
ing of any of these stupendous and beautiful* 
works ; at least, it is second only to Keylas, 
and decidedly superior to T^en Tal, which 
is, however, the larger. 

“ This temple, like that of Keylas, has had 
a wall in front, for there are gateways left 
standing, and you see by the drawing that 
there is an obelisk as an ornament to the en¬ 
trance. IMy old Brarain friend assures me 
that there were two, but that one was remov¬ 
ed by Aurungzebe : but of this 1 haVe my 
doubts, because I can nerccive no remains ; 
and it is evident that th'present one w^ used 
to hold lights at the top, on festivals. 

“ I entered this curious excavation at thg 
upper story, by a communicatiefc from thtf 
Temple of Jaggernaut, which also affords an 
opening to another, viz. Par^a Kama, and, 
in doing this, convinced myself that these ex¬ 
cavations had been begun at the top and con¬ 
tinued downward ; and that the workmen baa 
found themselves able to efiect the most dif¬ 
ficult and delicate part of their labour best, 
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the more they proceeded. The present 
noble CKcavation looks directly into the area, 
and faces an insulated temple in the court be¬ 
low. It is formed by sections of pillars into 
nearly two square apartments, within each 
other. The inner sqii,ire has a raij.ed floor, 
and an altar placed in the centre. The floors 
are richly carved in many ]>laccs, and the- 
roof is siipj)orijcd by pillars of immense di¬ 
mensions, twelve in number, each finished 
with a large globular top, coinprosscd like a 
pillow, and beautifully fluted ; the shafts and 
pedestals being elegantly sculptured in relief. 
Not only are the walls adorned with pilasters, 
but there is scarcely five inches of them left 
imdccoratcd w'ith wreaths of flowers, and em¬ 
blems of their religion, amongst which a 
sacred siring is prcilDminant. At the north 
and south ends of the apartment are statues of 
the Indra and his wife Indranee. Those 
•'personages arc of the more importance, be¬ 
cause they gave name to the country origi- 
^nally callod’lndu, but corrupted to Hindu, or 
Hindoo. 

“ At- the north and south sides of the tera- 
))le are gigantic figures of various deities, 
whose names I cannot remember ; and in¬ 
deed I must now take leave of these mighty 
temples, this wonderful mountain and enchant¬ 
ing valley, the peaceful village and the mel- 
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ancholy Bramins—my time is expired, my 
duty calls me, and 1 must return to another 
world, which will seem to me almost as won¬ 
derful as to the hero whom Homer sends into 
the mansions of Erebus and the fields of Elys¬ 
ium, forasurely iny journey has partaken of 
both. The wild, the beautiful, the ancient^ 
and the grand, in all their most striking fea¬ 
tures, have been exhibited t* my delighted 
gaze; but they have been alloyed by the 
proofs of a debasing idolatry, absurd in its 
mysteries, disgusting in its objects, and per¬ 
petually pressing upon the heart a deep sense 
of the degradation of those very men whose 
art and power is so strikingly displayed. 

• « . • • • m- 

“ Poonali. 

“ Here am I thus far\pn my return, and the 
kindness with which I am treated, the'Tffitswst 
taken in my details and drawings, make me 
only regret that lam obliged to J>ay so sborl. 
a visit, for the kindness of Captain and Mrs 

S-is greater than 1 can express. But 

indeed there is no place in the World like India 
for genuine hospitality. Every body who 
lias a house seems to think he holds it aS 
much for others as himself; and from living 
in a land of strangers, every additional guest 
conveys the idea of increasing a sacred^bapi^ 
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of one’s own count.''ymon around then). • 
When I arrived here, to tell you the truth', ( 
was in a very exhausted state ; the weather 
had been excessively hot, and iny labours of 
examination had been beyond iny strength, 
fily friends here think that my' Ilin'loo table 
of herbs had contributed to this end ; but 1 
do not think much of that, for 1 enjoyed luxu--' 
ry compared tc our situation at liangoon. 1 
have, howpvcr, at present every ad' antage, 
and may already be said to be well. 

“ To these comforts are added that sweet¬ 
est of all pleasures — excellent society. Cap¬ 
tain S-is a man about fifty, has seen a 

great deal of the world, and is well acquaint¬ 
ed with this country in particular. You have 
.undoi:.btcdjy heard of the hateful practice in 
Malabar of widows burning themselves on 
the same pile with '*their husbands. As I 
.^'' 0 : 00111 , 1 am certain, prevail upon my¬ 
self to attend a spectacle of this nature, 1 will 
,-relate to yd^ti the manner in which Captain 
S-witnessed its performance. 

“ The burning of a widow with her hus¬ 
band is called'a Snttee, and is considered an 
act of the highest piety and grandeur, none 
‘*Dut persons of family importance thinking of 

such a sacrifice. Captain S-, hearing 

that such an exhibition was about to take 
place, thought it his duty to repair to the spot, 
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sujd if lie could do so with'any propriety, in- 
tenero to prevent it ; but this he found to be 
impossible. The widow had been married a 
very short time, she was only twtdvc year's of 
age, and the late liiisband was an iD-favonred 
man of ftfly. At list.* lime of his arrival, the 
funeral i>yrc was constructed in the form ot 
an altar, decorated with large branches of 
trees, and upon it was laid ibc^ody of the de¬ 
ceased. A procession of Liramins were walk¬ 
ing around, also a great mmiber of their usual 
musicians beating tain-tains and cymbals, 
and the whole alfair wore the air of a fes¬ 
tival. 

“ In a short time the victim widow appear¬ 
ed,walking heUveen two iJramins, and followed 
by her relations : lier youth, beauty, ahd the 
utter improbability tlianslie was drawn to the 
awful sacrifice fruni loVc to the poor wretch 

before him, induced Cajitain S-to pTC'je , 

eagerly forward, and question IhcnBrainins aj 
to the validity of her death. AS his objec-- 
tions were speedil}’ overruled, by the assur¬ 
ance, “‘that her death was completely vol¬ 
untary, and not only enjoinctf by the shasiu, 
but permitted as a religious usage by the iiov^ 
eminent.” In doing this, he obtained a dose 
view of the widow, whose completely stiipificd 
air assured him that they had given her opitiin 
till her senses were nearly gone. 
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rived at the pile, she took off her costly or-, 
naments, or rather tried to do so, for she had 
not the power, and was assisted by the wo¬ 
men ; after which, a burning torch was plac¬ 
ed in her hand, with which she was to set fire 
to the'branches around her : she mounted the 
place and sate down by the corpse, but how 
she used the torch could not be seen, for iu a 
moment the whole place was simultaneously 
fired by the assisting Bramins, and the tam¬ 
tams redoubled their discordant sounds to 
drown the cries of the cx\)iriitg woman, if in 
her agonies any such escaped her. 

“ At another lime, he saw a woman about 
to be burned alive in a pit with her hu-'hand, 
jMimeing the mode used in sop.o i > linces : 
mil prior creature was oiiij ele\en . j old, 
anlS merely betrothed H> her husbciod ; and at 
the time when he rea* nod the plac., icr mo- 
*hcr was hanging upon her in all tlu agonies 
of extreme distress, forming a spectacle that 
must have rtouched the heart of any human 
being, save that of a bigoted Bramin. Cap¬ 
tain S-had by that time learned that, ac¬ 

cording to their own laws, a woman cannot 
burn till she is of full age, (viz. sixteen,) and 
that all opium is forbidden. As it was evi¬ 
dent to all, that she had been affected by tak¬ 
ing” this drug, and both her parents were pre 
sdr^ •attesting her age, and it was knriwn to all 
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her neighbours that she was not yet a wife, he 
soprotested against the illegality of the burn¬ 
ing, that he finally rescued the victim, and 
rendered even the crowd sensible that he- was 
right in so doing. 

“ T!»t some women burn willlhglyj there 
can be no doubt, but 1 believe they are very- 
few in number. Captain Seely mentions one, 
who, on being dissuaded, pu* her finger into 
the flame and held it there resolutely, to show 
she despised the i)ain ; — hut though ardent 
affection, family pride, and that iieroism which 
is consistent with the ■ gentlest natures, may 
soir. ::in-ios thus operuo, it is assuredly but 
very . ; and tliese unnatural murders 

tna)'. t. .1' -u-'-.al ti iilii, be laid at the door of 
the , ivli.-) ivcep ihem up as assart of 

the ci ■ i-eligion. % They cannot be such 
fools a - I ■' to know, Wiat if, in the course 
of pro.ii’ ;nce, orn- i)arent is taken, 
of the Older increases tenfold to t^ie children^; 
yet they shut their hearts to the jeries of na¬ 
ture, alike from the parents and offspring of 
the victim ; they immolate not only an inno-' 
cent creature of life, by life severest of all 
tortures, but deprive ago of its support, and 
youth of its protector. A more diabolical 
system of cruelty never held the sanction of 
law amongst any people upon earth. 

“ Infanticide used to be very oORjW'j 
16 * 
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but this crime, like the burning of women, is^ 
much on the decline ; yet even now, if a man 
of high caste has a female child born.more 
than, be can conveniently provide for, he does 
not he.^llatc to have the babe strangled or kill¬ 
ed bywapi3fji. It was pnce the practice to 
drown them, but the' presence of the Euro- 
jffeans prevents this a good deal at this time. 
When men wer^ so sick as to be given over, 
they used to take them to the Ganges’ banks, 
where the waters might flow over them, or 
crocodiles devour them, as it happened ; and 
in soi^ parts, where die river is held more 
partWmarly sacred, this is still done, but it is 
by lag means so common as it used to be. 

pains taken by the Company to enlighten 
^^|hinds of the natives certainty has r hap- 
f^^flectf. though the pr^ress is slow. There 
are in fact'few, very converts io Chris- 
tianji;;^ i .but there is a ^general ameliorr.tion of 
prejudices, a consultation of their b^yn judg¬ 
ment, rather Oian the absurd dogmas of their 
priests, whicfl will in time lay a foundation on 
which to build up a pure religion ; and it ap¬ 
pears to me as kf, in this respect, it were bet¬ 
ter to travel slowly', than to ruin all by at- 
tanpting too much. 

“ In entering on this subject, I lost sight 
of roy general journal-like style ; the great 
in^4re|f it, necessarily excites in every mind 



TBE TOUNG CADET. 


must be my excuse. I must now tell you, 
on quiting Elora I went to visit Auran¬ 
gabad, which is only thirteen miles from the 
excavations, and a place of great importance. 
The first thing I found worthy o f atAy udoa 
was the iomb of the great AurungsJ5be,4i the 
little town of Roza, within two miles of Elora, 
This mausoleum is neither grand nor elegant 
but there were many lamps burning in it, and 
a number of Firs (holy med^ were guarding 
it. The tomb was covered with green vedvet, 
having rich tassels, and fringe of the same, 
colour, which is sacred in the eyes of Mussul- 
men. 

“ Soon after this, I arrived at the astonish¬ 
ing fortress of Dowlutabad, a pyramidal rook, 
rising abruptly to the height of mone thao 
five hundred feet—itsw'nsulated position and 
scraped sides offer a singular specimen of in¬ 
genuity and labour ; it nk defended^by,.^qr 
walls, within each otber,\nd the town wit&in 
them ; hut the most extram|dinar;f thing is thb 
fortress in the upper works, whi% would in¬ 
sure destruction to any assailants who had 
carried the lower walls; — I mean, of course, 
to speak of the mode of warfare practised 
by Asiatics, who have indeed long consideretl 
Dowlutabad as impregnable : our system of 
military tactics has proved these bill forts^o 
loDgei available. 
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“ Leaving this striking object to the rigl^ 
I pursued my way to Aurungabad, whicif^ 
found a large but decaying city, bearing creij 
mark of past glory and present degradation. 

are wide, the mosques and cara 
vansfei as large and elegant, and the sliops ex¬ 
posed to view so many costly articles of India 
produce, that even I was tempted to become 
a purchaser. ,A few groups of handsome- 
looking Mussulmen were standing abouUthe 
streets, from whom I experienced muc'j po¬ 
liteness in the way of answering ray inquiries : 
but the whole place reminded mo of Goa ; it 
was indeed less deserted, less melancholy, 
and much less sacred, but it carried the same 
deplorable air of sinking into ruin. 

. “ I' did not fail to examine the far-famed 
mausoleum of RaheajDoorany, the favourite 
wife of Aurungzebe , that being, indeed, a 
priiyjipal- pbject in {.ny visit to this city. It 
was built, I believe., nearly after the model of 
Taj-Mhal, a'‘smaIl?copy of which was exhib¬ 
ited in Lonefoo a few years ago. In the first 
place, you pass a large gateway covered with 
plates of embossed brass, and enter a court, 
in the centre of which is a piece of water, 
with thirteen fountains, all shaded by a pro¬ 
fusion of beautiful trees. At the upper end, 
bu''t on a terrace, stands the fabric, wliich is 
l^^evdei^ by a few steps. The tpterial of 
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(he building is white marble, and it is orna- 
ment ed with the most exquisite treliis-worlr. 
Tt IS surmounted by a lofty dome j the tomb 
is incdosed in the centre, with an elg ^nt 
screen of the most beautiful trellisi4VUI^Q^ke' 
the meslfes of a fisuiflg-net; the delicacy of 
the chiselling is really beyond conception, and 
the fine marble wall inclosing the whole is 
cht^tely magnificent. The tqAib itself corres- 
pomls with the superb edifice ; over itT^as 
thrown a covering of scarlet velvet,with a deep 
gold fringe ; the whole is said to have cost no 
less than ninety thousand pounds. 

“ Such was the place consecrated to the 
memory of a wife evidently beloved with 
tenderness, bj^ a man of as savage and fero¬ 
cious a character as any on record ;—such 
was the expense incurred by a man whose 
descendants are at tl)b moment sujiported 
by pensions from the India C^inpau^ .of 
merchants ! 

“ The palace of Aurtiligzebe never was 
very magnificent, for he was a man more fond 
of power than show, and besides was very 
avaricious, which rendered bis expensive 
tomb the more remarkable. 1 have nothing, 
therefore, to say farther of Aurangabad, than 
that 1 witnessed there the very painful and 
disagreeable ceremony of a Hindoo reg^lu- 
ing his sa^e, who bad forfeited it. > 

'"‘tWhen a man has performed ap act of 
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apostacy, or in any way become defiled, by 
wbrfcli be forfeits the lionour of in's birtli, Jie 
may be restored, by I)aving too large Looks 
run ih^p the fiesh of iiis back, by wiiicii means 
'£e on a pole, which is itself placed 

horizontally upon anotifcr that is pl'antcd in 
the ground ; and by means of a roim at the 
opposite end to his own prostrate body, be’s 
swung and twirlVd for the space of iiair.tu 
houiV.when the act of penance is coinple'jd. 

“ I have already mentioned the Fakir*?, or 
men who live in perpetual misery. I have 
seen, in the course of this journey, sevea! 
who have far exceeded all ( could have con¬ 


ceived on the subject. One nia. was suing- 
ing by his heels in a tree over a slow fire ; 
another had held his arm in one posture till 
the muscles were so stiu he c .nld not bring it 
down; a third had an ‘Jon pin run iluongh his 
tofjgAtf’; abd 1 saw f‘;ie man that had hopped 
b'none leg wi‘h the ^^ther tied up, imiil it was 
contracted and per'.^ectly useless. 

“ At Poonah f have witnessed a much 


pleasanter spectacle, in the festival of tl)c 
Goddess Sita. It was really a gay kind oi 
fe^e,-for there were painted lanterns, wreaths 
of flowers, bands of danetprs, and jugglers in 
abundance. These fellows used to be among 
tbe'v^onders of the East ; but since their cu- 
ri'iSs 'feats have been exhibited in/.dT-^lapd, 
there is no need for me to^describe; them. 
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sball send ofT tliis long loiter and the drawings, 
aevoinpanied' by niy purchases at Aururga- 
•’a'l. in wbicli every dear member of my fami¬ 
ly will find I have remembered them. . It is 
true, that, with the exception of th e sli^^ ..fqf 
my dear, dear mother, tliere is ^hie«|value,'' 
and 1 ma)' repeat our old nurse’s adage in 
making my little oftering — 

* Tlic g\{t is small. 

P.iu lovo is all.' . 

AiiA truly that love is greater than I liaViB' the 
power to expres;j. Far from being diminish- 
lul by distance, or diverted by circumstance, 
every day and every scene draws my mind 
still ciosei- to you all : and many au hour of 
fileri-uiit reverie do I enjoy. vvonciL-rlng wheth¬ 
er j ou are ail allorcd a.- 1 am, and tiding to 
imagine how my swelcl Sfslina looks in the 
dress of a wouian, and J^/<ly little William in 
that of a man. 

“ Farewell! once rnoiw ; preset me'u.^ 
fi.dly and aflectionately, ^you ifnow 1 desire"* 
to be, to our inestimable ^rentS, and all the 
tost ; and believe me, dear John, most sin¬ 
cerely yours, fac. 8oc. 

<* Hbnrt Dklambrb.” 


THE END. 
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